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Palestinian support for peace dropping 


^pUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — A Palestinian survey of attitudes 
,twar* the peace process released Friday shows a marked drwfo 
the agreement giving Palestinians autonomy in the tfaza 
Strip abd West Bank region of Jencho. Of those surveyed, a little over 
45'per centsuppwt the poll mArated that almost 15% cent tSSZ 
yam.™* ansjwrs collected Thursday showed a marked dfon« 
from a similar poll taken Sept. 23. immediately after the IsradSaS 
the Pslesnnians signed the accord in Washington. Then TuSZfij r*r 
cent supported the : agreement nearly 28 opposed it and over three per 
cent had no opmjoo The 1.622 respondents interviewed were Sot 
astef to specify why they were for or against the accord. But violence 
and the delays in implementing the accord are usually cited by 
residents of the occupied territories. The poll, conducted by the 
pnvatdyrun Jerusalem Media and Communication Centre had a 
margin of error of three per cent. Polling is a relatively recent 
phenomenon among the Palestinian population, which has been 
rdiictanl to air political opinions in public. 
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Bomb explosion in Tehran; 3 injured 

NICOSIA (AP) — At least three people were injured in an explosion 
at a busy intersection in the centre of the Iranian capital, the Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA) reported. The blast shook Ferdowsi 
Square at around 8:30 p.m. (1730 GMT) Thursday, “creating panic 
among the local residents and passereby,” IRNA said. Windows 
shattered at a nearby bookstore and sandwich shop, and an IRNA 
reporter saw three injured pedestrians ferried away by ambulance. 
There were reports that two small bombs had been placed in a comer 
garbage can. according to the news agency. The circular intersection is 
located about 600 metres from the British and Russian embassies, and 
about one kilometre from the former American legation. It is 
normally one of the most crowded places in Tehran, but the IRNA 
dispatch said that because of the late hour businesses were shut and 
there were relatively few people on the street. IRNA claimed 
Mujahedeen-c-KhaJq rebels telephoned from iheir office in Paris to 
claim responsibility for the blast. But the Mujahedeen denied the 
report. 
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More rain forecast 

AMMAN (J.T.) — More rain 
and : thunderstorms are ex- 
pected. Saturday as a result of 
an air mass accompanying 
depression now centred, over 
Cyprus, according to the 
Meteorology Department. The 
department said a tangible 
drop in temperatures was ex- 
pected with temperatures 
dropping down to four degrees 
centigrade in the hilly areas 
and 16 degrees in the Gulf of 
Aqaba. That heavy rain is ex- 
pected in the eastern and 
southern regions of the King- 
dom, which also witnessed the 
heaviest rainfall Friday. In 
Aqaba, it will be cloudy with 
thunderstorms and showers of 
rain. 

Russia, U.S. urge 
peace in Mideast 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia 
and the United States appealed 
Friday for a “just and lasting” 
peace in the Middle East ahead 
of talks scheduled in Geneva 
Sunday between U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad. 
“The Russian Federation and 
the United States, recognising 
their special responsibility as 
co-sponsors of the Middle East 
peace process, reiterate their 
firm commitment to achieving 
the goal of a comprehensive, 
just and lasting peace in the 
Middle East,'* Mr. Clinton and 
Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin said in a joint declaration 
issued at the end of summit 
talks here. The declaration 
) u< ilia; also hailed progress achieved 
between Jordan and Israel in 
c v«j peace talks and voiced hope 
that Lebanon and Syria would 
yield positive ^results during 
their upcoming round of talks. 
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Duma elects 
hardliner as its 
speaker 


Pro- 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 

Tijrinfl. communist legislator Ivan Rib- 
)cn; L- tin was Friday elected speaker 
cr [■<*' of Russia's lower house of par- 
foment, the State Duma, the 
ihi fy electoral commission said. Mr. 

^ Ribken of the pro-communist 
l r,irn , Agrarian Party won 223 votes 
\U'-‘ for with 111 deputies voting 
n il against, giving him the mini- 
J 'F* mum number of votes required 
inu’/ to wJq the speaker's chair in. 

1,1 *■ die 450-seat chamber. Six seats 
li J have not been filled in the new 

lower chamber of parliament, 
rilin '? Re easily defeated his ultra- 
■' v nationalist challenger Yuri 
l-J Vlasov, a former weightlifter* - 
"IT* turned-writer, who garnered 
rv "* 23 votes for and 311 against. 
i ' 1 u * Around 8 Q deputies boycotted 
Um vote. 
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ceasefire in south 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — A 
. ceasefire between Sudanese 
^government troops and south- 
0 'em rebels is needed for prog- 
ress in a new round of peace 
talks according to Minister for 
Peace and Development 
ic>|i ^ Abdullah Deng Nyal. “A ceas- 
. (..ilk efire is needed (positively) to 
rtiih . affect the negotiations” laun- 
ni ched on the initiative of four 
,,ns: i* neighbouring countries, Mr. 
i.ii.-ff Deng Nyal said on Sudanese 
(W if radio on his return from pre- 
.. |,iJp liminary talks in Nairobi. "Ev- . 


i 


erything i* negotiable but for 


I,, 1 , 1 *e unity of Sudan,*' Mr. Deng 
L . n : Nyal, a Muslim southerner said 

tath regard to the peace initia- 
• live launched by Kenya, Erit- 
rea, Miopia and Uganda. 

Clarke to resign 
it wrongdoing 
found 

LONDON (AFP) — Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer Kenneth 
Clarke has pledged to resign if 
an official inquiry concerning 
British aims sales to Iraq found 
responsible for any wrong- 
doing. Mr. Garkemade the 
9afement on British television. 
J believe what I did was law- 
ful I believe what I did was in 
interests of-justice. I be- 
Geve that will be quite quickly 
^aMsKed in the inquiry,” he 
sjkL pledging to step down 
shmdd the enquhy find other- 
wise. Mr. Clarke is under ques- 
^°uragia connection overoffi- 
documents that were bar- 
fed from release when he was 
British -home secretary during 
so-cafled Mamx-ChurchiU 
tod ro 1992 
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Ukraine signs accord to 
scrap all its nuclear arms 

Trilateral deal crowns Clinton- Yeltsin summit ;U.S., 
Russia to redirect missiles away from each other 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Rus- 
sia and the United States 
claimed “victory" Friday with 
a treaty on Ukraine’s nuclear 
disarmament and vowed to 
build a new strategic part- 
nership under sweeping secur- 
ity and economic accords tai- 
lored to strengthen Russian 
reformers. 

The presidents of the two 
former cold war rivals also 
ordered their armed forces to 
redirect long-range nuclear 
missiles away from each 
other’s cities and pledged to 
work together to enhance 
security "From Vancouver to 
Vladivostok.” 

“This is our great victory,^ 
Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin told U.S. President Bill 
Clinton after they were joined 
by Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk to sign a treaty 
under which Ukraine pledged 
to surrender all its nuclear - 
weapons by the year 2001 . 

The treaty, signed at the 
Kremlin by the three presi- 
dents, was the centerpiece of a 
two-day summit and marked a 
major diplomatic break- 
through for both the United 
States and Russia which feared 
.the emergence of another nuc- 
lear power in Europe. • 


At a joint news conference 
following a series of formal 
signing ceremonies, both the 
U.S. and Russian leaders stres- 
sed that the treaty on Ukraine 
would augment global security 
and was in the interest of the 
Ukrainian people. 

. “I am fully satisfied,” Mr. 
Clinton said. “I assure you 1 
intend to maintain an intense 
personal involvement” in the 
three-way negotiations that 
produced the treaty. 

President Kravchuk said he 
was satisfied with the deal. 

But the three-sided pact 
faces stiff opposition at home. 
Russia and Ukraine already 
appear to disagree on how 
much uranium Ukraine will get 
back from the deadly warheads 
dismantled under the pact. 

Nationalist leader Vyaches- 
lav Chomovil was quick to 
condemn the Moscow agree- 
ment, with accusations 
directed at Mr. Kravchuk. 

“Kravchuk’s actions are 
treason,” he told reporters in 
the Ukrainian capital Kiev. “It 
is shameful capitulation ... the. 
two superpowers, Russia and 
the United Stales, are joining 
forces to bring Ukraine to its 
knees.” 

Another Kravchuk bppd-* 


nent, pro-communist parlia- 
mentarian Alexander Moroz, 
said the Ukrainian parliament 
might veto the decision as 
damaging to Ukraine's nation- 
al interests. 

But Mr. Kravchuk, speaking 
at a Moscow news conference 
after signing the landmark 
deal, said parliament did not 
need to ratify the deal. 

Under their agreement, 
Ukraine agrees to transfer at 
least 200 nuclear warheads to 
Russia within 10 months and 
turn over the rest of its nuclear 
stockpile “in the shortest possi- 
ble time.” 

The White House released a 
statement giving details of the 
trilateral accord. 

To begin the process of com- 
pensating Ukraine for giving 
up nuclear weapons on its soil, 
Russia will -provide Ukraine 
within 10 months with fuel 
assemblies for nuclear power 
stations containing 100 tonnes 
of low-enriched uranium. 

“By tile same date, at least 
200 nuclear warheads from S Si- 
19 and SS-24 missiles will be 
transferred from Ukraine to 
Russia for dismantling,” the 
statement said. 

The United States will pro- 
vide $60 million as an advance 


payment to Russia, to be de- 
ducted from payments due to 
Russia under a contract cover- 
ing the reprocessing of highly 
enriched uranium taken from 
warheads from Russia, 
Ukraine, Belarus and Kazakh- 
stan. 

U.S. officials said the total 
value of uranium from all four 
countries, once it is converted 
into nuclear reaction fuel, is 
estimated at S12 billion over 20 
years, with Ukraine's share SI 
billion. 

The $1 billion the United 
States is providing will be re- 
paid once the uranium is sold 
on the civilian reactor fuel 
market. 

Ukrainian officials say they 
also expect the deal to pave the 
way for a Si. 5 billion loan from 
the International Monetary 
Fund and around $700 million 
from the World Bank. 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Yeltsin 
also signed a “Moscow dec- 
laration” in which Russia con- 
firmed its intention to build 
ties with the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
under the U.S. “Partnership 
for Peace” initiative. 

That plan opens the door for 

(Continued on page 10). 


Five Palestinians 
and Israeli killed 


HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Troops 
killed five Palestinians while an 
Israeli was stabbed to death in 
a flare up of violence in the 
occupied territories, military 
and Palestinian source 
Friday. 

Soldiers shot dead four 
members of Hamas, the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement, af- 
ter surrounding the house 
where they were holed up here 
on Thursday night. 

In another incident, a 
Hamas member stabbed to 
death a recent Russian immig- 
rant on the border of the Gaza 
Strip and wounded another 
Israeli on Friday before troops 
shot him dead. 

The house at the centre of 
the fighting in Hebron lay 
-burned out on Friday. 

One of those who died was 
Abdul Salim Amin Shabana, 
leader for the Hebron region 
of Izzedin Ai Qassam, the 
armed wing of Hamas. 

Shabana escaped with fellow 
militants from military prison 
on Nov. 12, an army spokes- 
man said. 

The security service Shin 
Beth found out where he was 
biding when they captured two 
other fugitives earlier Thurs- 
day in the village of Idna, near 
Hebron. 


Troops dispatched to the 
house came under fire, and 
one of them was slightly hurt. 

The army’s version of events 
was disputed by the house's 
owner, Tawfik Karameh, 31, 
who said he saw the whole 
operation. 

“The house was rented to 
four engineering students from 
Hebron technical college,” he 
said. “They were eating on the 
balcony when shooting broke 
out.” 

“They didn't fire a shot. But 
the soldiers who surrounded 
the house didn't hold back. An 
hour and a half later one of the 
occupants came out with his 
hands in the air and was shot 
dead by the roldieTS.” 

Other neighbours said two 
tried to surrender, emerging 
from the house with their 
hands in the air about 90 mi- 
nutes into the siege and were 
gunned down. Blood stained 
the dirt in front of the house. 

The neighbours said the 
army turned night into day 
with flares and helicopters 
overhead. 

“It was like they opened a 
warfront here,” said Moham- 
mad Ali Kawasmi, a neigh- 
bour. 

A helicopter unleashed 
(Continued on page 10) 


Jordan, PLO draft 
security agreement 


AMMAN (R) — The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation PLO 
concluded a draft security 
aocord with Jordan aimed at 
enhancing its negotiating posi- 
tion in stalled talks on an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho, 
Palestinian security officials 
said on Friday. 

“We reached on Thursday a 
draft security accord which sets 
the principles of future coor- 
dination on issues of borders, 
training and exchange of secur- 
ity information with the Jorda- 
nians," said a senior PLO 
security official, engaged in the 
two days of talks of a joint 
committee on borders and 
security, which ended on 
Thursday. 

He said the agreement “by 
laying the basis for future 
security coordination, aimed at 
enhancing the PLO's negotiat- 
ing position with the Israelis, 
by coordinating our own side's 
positions.” 

Differences over control of 
border crossings between the 
Gaza Strip and Egypt and 1 be- 
tween Jericho and Jordan have 
delayed the pullout of Israeli 
troops originally planned for 
Dec. 13. 

“It (the accord) will now be 
presented to the political lead- 
erships of both sides for rati- 


fication,” said the official, who 
asked not to be named. 

The accord sets the basis for 
strong security cooperation 
during Palestinian self-rule be- 
tween a Palestinian authority 
in self-rule areas and Jordan, 
PLO security officials said. 

The security committee is 
one of seven teams Hying to 
define future links between 
Jordan and Palestinian self- 
rule areas. 

The talks, the second since 
October, were.- co-chaired by 
Major Fakhri Shaqqoura, head 
of the PLO's military intelli- 
gence, and Jordan's Abdullah 
Toukan, sin adviser to King 
Hussein.. No date has been set 
for the r»xt meeting. 

“We afgreed on the princi- 
ples ... and the followup talks 
will define the right mechan- 
isms for enhancing this long 
term security coordination,” 
another PLO security official 
added. 

PLO officials told Reuters 
the two-day talks reviewed the 
training programme of over 
2,000 Palestine Liberation 
Army (PLA) members. 

They are expected to police 
areas to be turned over by ' 
Israel for Palestinian self-rule, 
but their entry schedule has 
been upset by the delay in 
implementing the accord. 


Holst to be laid to rest on Jan. 22 


By Kathrine Rath in Oslo 

with agency dispatches 

FOREIGN MINISTER Johan 
Joergen Holst, who died after 
' suffering a stroke on Thursday, 
will be buried on Jan. 22, the 
foreign ministry said Friday. 

Political leaders from several 
countries will be present, the 
ministry said without giving 
any names. 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) representative 
in Norway Omar Kitmitto con- 
firmed that PLO Chairman- 
Yasser Arafat will come to 
Oslo to attend the foneral. 

Norwegian media have said 
Mr, Arafat and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres, both 
personal friends of Mr. Holst, 
have expressed a wish to 
attend. 

Among the many tributes to 
Mr. Holst was one on Friday 
from Egyptian Foreign Minis- 


ter Amr Musa who said be was 
“sorry and saddened” by his 
death. 

Mr. Holst, 56, died from an 
apparent stroke in hospital on 
Thursday. Doctors had be- 
lieved his condition was impro- 
ving after an earlier stroke in 
December. 

Norway hosted at least 14 
secret meetings between Israel 
and the PLO last year to pave 
the way for their accord on 
limited Palestinian autonomy 
in the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank town of Jericho. 

Mr. Holst died peacefully in 
his bed at rehabilitation centre 
outside Oslo, early Thursday 
morning. 

He had been hospitalised a 
few days before Christmas af- 
ter having suffered a heart 
attack. He was believed to be 
on his way to recovery and was 
himself optimistic about the ‘ 
future when he suffered a new 
stroke. 


Mr. Holst will be remem- 
bered for his extraordinary 
efforts to bring peace to the 
conflict-ridden Middle East. 
Through secret meetings in 
Oslo and Paris and, later, 
through shuttle diplomacy in 
the region, he lead the negotia- 
tions which resulted in the his- 
toric peace treaty between the 
Palestinians and the Israelis, 
signed on Sept. 13 in Washing- , 
ton. 

In an interview given to the 
Norwegian press in Septem- 
ber, shortly before the signing 
of the accord, Mr. Holst ex- 
pressed his strong feelings for 
the task he was performing as 
mediator. He said that he felt a 
sense of humbleness and a 
gratitude for being part of such 
‘path-breaking events. 

But it was evident that the 
long and strenuous working- 
days filled with numerous 
'meetings and frequent travell- 
ing were beginning to take its 



Johan Joergen Holst 

loll on the foreign minister, 
who was also busy performing 
his normal day-to-day duties. 
Many weeks had passed since 

(Continued on page 10) 



U.S. President Bill Clinton, Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin and Ukrainian President Leonid 


Kravchuk join hands Friday after si g ning a 
nuclear disarmament agreement (AFP photo) 


King, Clinton meet on Friday 
to review peace talks, ties 


By a Jordan limes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein is scheduled to 
meet with U.S. President Bill 
Ginton on Jan. 21 for talks 
on issues ranging from the 
Middle East peace process to 
American-Jordanian rela- 
tions. officials here and in 
Washington said. 

The King, who left for 
London last week for a short 
stay in Britain, is expected to 
head for Rochester, Minne- 
sota, soon for medical check- 
ups at the Mayo Clinic. Fol- 
lowing the check-up, the 
King will spend a few days in 
the state of Colorado on a 
private visit before proceed- 
ing to Washington to meet 
Mr. Clinton. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and several 
members of his Cabinet are 
expected to head for- 
Washington this week to join 
the King in his talks with Mr. 
Ginton. 


It will be the second White 
House meeting between the 
King and Mr. Ginton. The 
two leaders met first in June. 

Among the issues that are 
expected to be discussed be- 
tween the King and President 
Clinton are the course of the 
peace process, U.S. -Jordan 
economic cooperation and 
military ties, officials said. 

The king will brief the 
president on the progress of 
negotiations between Jordan 
and Israel, and reiterate that 
there cannot be any signing' 
of a peace agreement sepa- 
rate from an overall accord 
addressing all the four tracks 
of the Arab-Israeli negotia- 
tions launched in Madrid in 
October 1991. 

All indications are that 
Sunday's summit in Geneva 
between President Clinton 
and Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad could produce a 
major breakthrough to lift 
the logjam in the Syrian- 
Israeli track of negotiations. 


and, by extension, advance 
the Lebanese-lsraeli peace 
talks. 

As such, analysts say, the 
King's meeting with Presi- 
dent Ginton comes at a cru- 
cial stage in the quest for 
peace in the Middle East in 
that he would have known by 
then the result of the U.S.- 
Syrian summit by Jan. 21 and 
could formulate Jordan’s 
next steps accordingly. 

King Hussein was in touch 
with President Assad over 
the phone on Thursday. Re- 
ports from Damascus said the 
two leaders exchanged views 
on the current moves in the 
peace process and means to 
advance the Arab-Israeli 
negotiations. 

In the meantime, it was 
reported from Washington 
that the next round of Arab- 
Israeli peace talks would be- 
gin there on Jan. 24 (see 
separate story). 

On the bilateral front, the 

(Continued mi page 5) 


Bilaterals 
resume on 
January 24 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Arab-Israeli peace talks are 
expected to resume in 
Washington Jan. 24 although 
the United States has yet to 
issue formal invitations. U.S. 
officials and Middle East diplo- 
mats said Thursday. 

The United States is anxious 
to renew the peace process and 
expects to generate new 
momentum from President Bill 
Clinton's meeting Sunday with 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad in Geneva. 

The talks beginning Jan. 24 
will be between the heads of 
the Syrian, Lebanese, Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian delega- 
tions and their Israeli counter- 
parts. 

State department spokes- 
woman Christine Shelly said 
Israeli-PaJestinian talks would 
take place in Washington, even 
though these parties are also 
involved in intense negotia- 
tions in the Middle East aimed 
at implementing an accord 
they signed last September. 

She said the talks would 
begin in the second half of 
January but the exact date was 
still not ser and formal invita- 
tions had not been sent out. 

“We’ve said before ... the 
talks are going to start again in 
the second half of January and 
that is still certainly veiy much 
the timeframe.” she said. “No 
formal invitations to the par- 
ties have gone out that also 
identify the date.” 

Last week, Ambassador De- 
nnis Ross, the U.S. coordina- 
tor for the Middle East peace 
negotiations, and members of 
the U.S. peace team met with 
the heads of the Syrian and 
Lebanese delegations in 

(Continued on page 10) 


House votes today 
on 9 94 draft budget 


By Suhair Obeidat 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament is ex- 
pected today to endorse the 
1994 draft budget following a ■ 
four-day session during which 
a total of 70 deputies would 
have taken the floor to alter- 
nately criticise and praise the 
budget. 

Before taking a vote on the 
JD 1.467 billion draft budget, 
the House will listen to the 
government's answer to the 
lawmakers' reports and de- 
mands, which mainly included 
requests for reduction in cur- 
rent expenditure and more ser- 
vices in their constituencies. 

According to the Constitu- 
tion, the lawmakers cannot ask 
for an increase to the expendi- 
ture but could seek the shifting 
of some allocations to other 
items. 

During Thursday's session 
22 deputies delivered 
speeches. The general atmos- 
phere was relaxed and some- 
times even monotonous with 
redundant remarks and leng- 
thy speeches. 

Although some deputies 
announced they were speaking 
on behalf of other colleagues, 
like the case of Karak Deputy 
Abdul Hadt Majali who said be 
was representing the National 
Action Front with 17 mem- 
bers, those included in the list 
took the flbor individually, to 
express their opinion on the 
budget. 

Deputy Aref Batayneh 
(Irbid) also said he co-drafted 
his speech with the other 18 
deputies representing the gov- 
emorate. 

Some deputies reiterated the 
claim of others who spoke on 
Tuesday and Wednesday that, 
the draft budget was not 
"deficit-free” as Minister of 
Finance 5ami Gammoh termed 


it. 

Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
deputy Bassam 'Emoush 
asserted that the draft budget 
was “misleading,” among 
other things, “because one- 
third of the budget is grants 
and loans from an unidentified 
source.” 

Mr. ’Emoush requested that 
the telephones of deputies be 
considered “official," i.e ex- 
empt from fees, “because they 
are for the general interest and 
that of the citizens." 

Mr. 'Emoush said that the 
Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion (TCC) and Royal Jordan, 
the national carrier, “should 
be kept under the govern- 
ment's control and not be 
given to the private sector and 
their files should be investi- 
gated for cases of corruption 
and stealing." 

Mr. 'Emoush requested that 
the renovation of the Saladin 
pulpit in Al-Aqsa mosque in 
Jerusalem should be stopped 
and the “money allocated for 
this purpose be channeled to 
support people in the occupied 
territories." 

Toujan Faisal (Amman), 
said the draft budget reflects 
the “government's political 
rather than economic policies, 
in view of the purely political 
circumstances which prevailed 
when it was drafted.” 

Ms. Faisal said that the gov- 
ernment's estimates of poverty 
and unemployment are “un- 
true... and are a clear indica- 
tion of purposeful cover-ups.” 

Mafraq Deputy Mohammad 
Abu Aleem said that the 
budget should have taken into 
consideration the peace pro- 
cess and political develop- 
ments “which will cause impor- 
tant changes in the economies 
of all countries in the region." 

Dr. Abu Aleem said that the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Middle East News 


Lebanon could be big loser 
from peace, Khaddam says 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Leba* 
non could be the big lo.ser in 
the race for economic domina- 
tion of the Middle East once 
peace is established with 
Israel. Syrian Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam said in 
remarks quoted by Lebanese 
newspaper Friday. 

The vice-president told 
members of Beirut Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry that 
Lebanon was best placed to 
challenge Israel for regional 
economic supremacy in peace- 
time. 

But it was likely to lose the 
contest because Western in- 
terests favoured Israel, he said. 

“In the event of peace in the 
region Israel will try to estab- 
lish its hegemony over econo- 
mic and tourism resources and 
other resources." Mr. Khad- 
dam told a chamber of com- 
merce delegation that visited 
Damascus Thursday. 

“The Arab World will be- 
come a market where Israel, 
the concessionaire of big inter- 
national firms, will dispose of 
its products." he said. 

“The big loser could be 
Lebanon and those who hold 
large amounts of capital, be- 
cause Lebanon is the country 
best placed to compete with 
Israel." 

Some Lebanese officials also 
foresee economic rivalry with 
Israel but say a peace settle- 
ment will substantially boosr 
investment in Lebanon, speed 
its post-war recovery and help 
it regain its role as a major 
Middle East financial and re- 
creational centre. 

Mr. Khaddam said Lebanon 
could recover rapidly due to 
the people's adaptability and 
experience. But he came close 
to accusing Israel of-trying to 
sabotage this recovery because 
of the economic challenge 
Lebanon represented. 

“That is why there are 
attempts to create tension in 
Lebanon and these attacks 
cannot be separated from this 
context." said Mr. Khaddam. 
“The recent attacks... all de- 
finitely serve Israel's in- 
terests." 

A car-bomb last month — 
Lebanon's first in two years — 
wrecked the headquarters of 
the Falangist Party in Beirut, 
killing three people and 
wounding 130. There has also 
been a series of arson attacks 
on liquor stores in two other 
cities. 

Mr. Khaddam said that if 
Arab countries had worked on 
forming a common market, 
they would have achieved the 
unity to confront Israel. 

“The problem of we Arab 



Abdul Halim Khaddam 


countries is that we each be- 
have as if we are *the' great 
power." he said. 

Syria and Lebanon have 
signed a series of economic 
cooperation agreements and 
are aiming for the formation of 
a common market with Jordan. 

“If Lebanon and Syria 
achieve this, it would only be a 
modest affair, but I am sure it 
would serve the interests of the 
two countries as well as of all 
Arab countries, and we are 
open to all ideas in this direc- 
tion." Mt. Khaddam said. 

Israel meanwhile urged 
Syria to use the summit with 
President Bill Clinton next 
week to prove its readiness for 
peace and allow for a break- 
through in stalled negotiations. 

Talks between Israel and 
' Syria broke down last year 
with Damascus insisting that 
Israel withdraw from the 
Golan Heights as a prere- 
quisite to peace and Israel de- 
manding Syria outline peace 
terms before territory was 
negotiated. 

Israel has said it is prepared 
to partially withdraw from the 
strategic Golan Heights. 

“If the Syrians do come and 
show that they are ready for 
full peace... there is no doubt 
that we will have to draw con- 
clusions vis-a-vis the Golan 
Heights." Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said on army 
radio. 

“But all this we will he able 
to discuss only when the Sy- 
rians come with clear answers 
to four subjects: The character 
of the negotiations. the dimen- 
sion of the peace, the nature of 
the security and a settlement in 
Lebanon."’’ Mr. Peres added. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin sent a similar message 
last week to President Hafez 
AI Assad, who is to meet with 
Mr. Clinton on Sunday. Jan. 
16 in Geneva. Switzerland. 

The new U.S. admbassador 
to Israel. Edward P. Djcrcjian. 


said the summit’s results would 
hopefully stimulate the stalled 
Syrian- Israel i peace talks. 

“It is our intent and our 
hope... that this meeting will 
provide a substantive basis to 
move the negotiations for- 
ward," Mr. Djerejiun said af- 
ter presenting his credentials to 
President Ezer Weizman. 

He added that immediately 
following the Climon-Asstid 
meeting. The United States 
would brief Israeli leaders. 

Mr. Peres also urged Syria to 
agree to a more quiet channel 
for the peace talks. 

“The negotiations cannot he 
limited to one narrow channel 
full of microphones, that 
actually becomes a pointless 
debate. The negotiations must 
be open, include higher ranks 
and quieter channels, so that 
we will really be able to take 
off from the present point." 
Mr. Peres said on Israel 
Radio. 

Syria has so far publicly re- 
fused meetings outside the 
Washington venue. 

Talks between the heads of 
the Israeli. Palestinian. 
Lebanese. Syrian and Jorda- 
nian delegations are to resume 
in Washington Jan. 24. sources 
there said” Wednesday. 

Mr.. Rubin has voiced skep- 
ticism that Sunday's summit 
will result in a change in Syria's 
attitude to Israel. ” 

"I don't expect Syria to sof- 
ten its position and reduce the 
price it is demanding in ex- 
change for peace." Mr. Rabin 
told a Labour Party meeting 
late Thursday in Tel Aviv. 

Christian churches in Syria 
held special prayers on Friday 
for the success of the summit. 

Worshippers prayed for the 
talks to bring a just and com- 
prehensive peace in the Middle 
East, church officials said. 


Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi saw Friday President 
Assad will voice all Arab de- 
mands, especially Lebanon's, 
in his meeting with U.S. Clin- 
ton in Genea. 

“President Assad is not 
going to Geneva to negotiate 
and defend the Golan. He is 
going to defend all the Arab 
causes and at their forefront 
Lebanon before Syria," Mr. 
Hrawi told members of the 
Lebanese Journalists' Union. 

“Let that be certain ... he 
will defend all the Arab 
rights," added Mr. Hrawi. 

Beirut closely coordinates its 
Middle East peace moves with 
Damascus, whose 35.000 sol- 
diers deployed over two-thirds 
of Lebanon make it the coun- 
try's main foreign power brok- 
er. 



‘BATTLEFRONT*: A Palestinian boy passes by 
a demolished house in Hebron which was des- 
troyed daring a siege by Israeli soldiers leading 


to the killing of four Palestinians (see story on 
page I) 


Prospect of revived bloody chaos 
pushes Somalis to seek peace 


By Julian Bedford 
Reuter 


MOGADISHU — After three 
years of civil war. many Soma- 
lis yeam for a government — 
any government. 

With their country devas- 
tated. hundreds of thousands 
of people killed or maimed and 
more than one million turned 
into refugees, the prospect of 
more fighting is pushing the 
country's leaders into a serious 
search for a negotiated peace. 

AJi Mahdi Mohammad, self- 
styled president of the Horn of 
Africa country, told Reuters: 
“People are telling me they 
would prefer a loose or corrupt 
government to no government 
at all.” 

He said his supporters in the 
so-called “group of 12” politic- 
al organisations were ready to 
talk and compromise with the 
four actions of powerful clan 
leader Mohammad Farah 
Aideed's Somali National 
Alliance (SNA). 

Somalis' minds have been 
focused -by • fears- of renewed 
civil war after U..S. troops, the 
backbone of the U.N. force in 
the country, leave for good on 
March 31 

The Italians and French 
have already gone. Other West 
European countries respected, 
if not liked, by Somalis for their 
professionalism plan to he out 
at or before the same date. 

On street corners and mar- 
ket places. Somalis now ani- 
matedly debate future possibi- 
lities. Some even say the dicta- 


torships of old were not so bad. 
gJ^feople just want some sta- 
bility, security." said Abdi. a 
driver with a humanitarian 
organisation. 

Somalia has been without a 
government since rehels, main- 
ly loyal to Mr. Ali Mahdi or his 
main rival Aidecd. toppled dic- 
tator Mohammad Siad Barrc in 
1991. 

They and orher rival war- 
lords then turned their guns on 
each other, fuelling a famine 
which killed 300,000 people. 

The famine brought first the 
humanitarian aid agencies and 
then a United Nations task 
force in an international mis- 
sion to end both starvation and 
war. 

Analysts say the rival fac- 
tions need now to understand 
they could lose popular sup- 
port if they return to fighting 
once U.S. and other Western 
forces leave Somalia. 

This has brought a new 
urgency to the search for a 
brokered peace, strengthening 
the hand of those who argue 
that Somalis should be left 
alone to find “a Somali solu- 
tion to a Somali problem.” 

Mohammad Sneikh Olio 
“Dos,” secretary for external 
affairs for the Somali Patriotic 
Movement, one of the factions 
in the group of 12. said: “The 
G12 have combined to act 
together and they are con- 
tinuing the dialogue with 
Aideed." 

The United Nations Opera- 
tion in Somalia (UNOSOM) 
and the international commun- 


ity general tried — and failed 
— “to bring the two sides 
together, most recently at talks 
in Addis Ababa. 

Thu Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) has asked 
Kenya. Eritrea, Uganda, 
Ethiopia and Sudan to seek a 
peaceful solution. Diplomats 
say their discussions in Nairobi 
appear to be producing posi- 
tive results. 

Issa Mohammad Siad. SNA 
secretary for external affairs, 
told Reuters: “It is my belief 
that the problems of Somalia 
will be solved in Nairobi and 
solved soon.” 

On another level, the imam 
of Hirab, a respected religious 
leader also known as the imam 
of Abgal, is using traditional 
Somali means to find peace 
between Mr. Ali Mahdi's 
Abgal dan and Gen. Aideed’s 
Habr Gedir. 

The imam has no political 
aspirations and is not seen as a 
rival by the warlords. That 
gives him a potential edge in a 
country where suspidon is in- 
variably stronger than trust. 

His non-political talks seek 
to end dan rather than faction- 
al disputes. They centre on the 
basics of Somnli life — prob- 
lems of shared wells, grazing 
rights, blood feuds. 

Experts on Somalia say 
these talks are just as impor- 
tant as the political discussions. 
They say a political agreement 
between Gen. Aideed and Mr. 
Ali Mahdi could prove short- 
lived if there is no peace be- 
tween the clans. 


Syria looks at Assad-CIinton summit with optimism 


By Lssam Hamza 
Reuter 


DAMASCUS — Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez Al Assad, back- 
ed by powerful Arab oil 
states, heads for a summit 
with LLS. President Bill Clin- 
ton optimistic of a break- 
through in peace talks with 
Israel, officials and analysts 
say. 

For the first time Monday. 
Syria joined seven other 
Arab states, including pro- 
Western Saudi Arabia and 


Egypt, in terming Septem- 
ber's Israel- Palestine Libera- 


tion Organisation (PLO) deal 
for limited Palestinian auton- 
omy in the occupied territor- 
ies "as the first step on the 
path to peace. 

The upbeat mood was re- 
flected in a statement by Sy- 
rian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa who told 
the Arab ministers in Damas- 
cus that Syria expected im- 


portant results from the sum- 
mit that would reflect posi- 
tively on the whole region. 

“The summit should' bear 
important results as we 
hope," Mr. Sharaa said dur- 
ing the meeting which ex- 
pressed full support for Mr. 
Assad at the talks with Mr. 
Clinton. 

Syria had previously criti- 
cised the PLO’s peace deal 
with Israel and has had its 
own problems in trying to 
achieve its demands in nego- 
tiations with the Jewish state. 

Damascus held 11 rounds 
of talks with Israel as part of 
the Ll.S-led by peace talks 
without achieving tangible re- 
sults. 

It threatened to boycott 
the next round bur agreed 
during a a visit by U.S. 
Secretary of State warren 
Christopher to go back to the 
negotiating table. 

Officials and the analysts 
say Mr. Assad's main con- 


cern will be to get Mr. Clin- 
ton's backing for the return 
of the Golan Heights, a 
strategic plateau occupied by 
Israel in the 1967 Middle East 
war. 

Mr. Assad will also back 
demands by his ally and 
neighbour, Lebanon, for 
Israel to get out of the south- 
ern part of the countrv. and 
will insist on the need for a 
comprehensive, not 
piecemeal, solution to the 45- 
year-old Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. 

“Syria believes that lasting 
peace and stability in the 
region cannot be achieved 
without a comprehensive set- 
tlement. 

without a comprehensive set- 
tlement. Practical examples 
prove this fact." one Syrian 
official said. 

“Assad offered Israel full 
peace in return for its full 
withdrawal from the Golan, 
and the meeting with Ginton 


will be an opportunity to ex- 
plain what that full peace wilt 
mean, when he gel*, assur- 
ances of Israeli withdrawal." 
one analyst said. 

Israeli leaders, in exchange 
for withdrawal, wants Syria 
first to commit itself to full 
normalisation of tics, includ- 
ing establishment of diploma- 
tic links, trade cooperation 
and open border. 

Syria's readiness to recog- 
nise* Israel explicitly and to 
establish diplomatic ucs has 
never been clarified publicly 
although Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam sard 
in remarks earlier this month 
that the issue of future ties 
was an issue for negotiations. 

The official media in Syria, 
reflecting optimism about the 
summit,' said Mr. Clinton 
would not have arranged the 
meeting had he nothing new 
to offer to Syria to achieve a 
breakthrough. 

Mr. Assad has made sever- 


al goodwill gestures ahead of 
the' summit, including help to 
a U.S. team seeking informa- 
tion on Israel servicemen 
who went missing in iWC in 
Lebanon, where Syria is the' 
main pnwerbroker. 

The president also ordered 
fh.it Syrian Jews wanting to 
emigrate get their visas more 
quickly. More than 5U0 of 
some K5l) still in Syria have 
received visas. The remain- 
der arc due get theirs this 
week. 

One shadow over U.S. -Sy- 
rian relations is the presence 
in Syria of Palestinian guerril- 
la groups whom the United 
States views as “terrorists'* 
and who oppose the Middle 
East peace process. 

Syria says they arc resist- 
ance fichtc'rs battling occupa- 
tion of their land by Israel. 

Washington has also urged 
Damascus In curb the groups’ 
rejection of the PLO- Israel 
peace deal. Damascus told 



Hafez Al Assad 

the Americans th.it these 
groups should he viewed as 
an opposition like the Israeli 
opposition which is much 
stronger. 
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Iraq restates rejection 'fl 
of one-time oil export 


UNITED NATIONS lAP) — 
Iraq reiterated its refuv.il of a 
U.N. plan to allow a one-lime. 
SI .h billion oil sale to raise 
money for badly needed aid. 
saving Thursday that the deal 
wo uld violate Iraq’s 
sovereignly. 

Iraqi diplomats also accused 
the United Slates of blocking 
any U.N. move to lift a Lf.N. 
oil embargo on Iraq. They said 
Iraq hud mude progress in 
meeting U.N. conditions for 
lifting the embargo. 

In~ a statement Thursday. 
Iraq repeated that 4(H).(MK1 
people have died since the 
imposition of oil and other 
trade sanctions in August I Wt>. 

The claim could not he con- 
firmed. but humanitarian orga- 
nisations say that lack of food, 
medicine and supplies has 
caused widespread suffering, 
malnutrition and many deaths. 

The Security Council is to 
review the total trade embargo 
against Iraq next week. But 
U.N. diplomats privately pre- 
dict the embargo will remain in 
place for at least another six 
months. 

The Iraqi diplomats, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, 
repeated Baghdad's refusal to 
discuss a smalt, one-time oil 
sale. 

They told the Associated 
Press that strict U.N. supervi- 
sion of the oil sale and distribu- 
tion of food and supplies would 
be an unacceptable violation of 
Iraq's sovereignty. Iraq has 
made similar arguments in the 


past. 

The diplomats also said 


Iraq’s deputy prime minister/ 
Tareq Aziz, would not vjsii 
New York this month, as had 
been expected. Instead. Iraq 
seeks a meeting in Baghdad in 
late January or Febnnoy with 
U.N. weapons experts to dis- 
cuss terms for lifting the oil 
embargo, they said. 

The diplomats said Iraq still 
does not know exactly what 
U.N. weapons officials want 
before they will certify to the 
Security Council that Iraq has 
satisfied terms of the ceasefire. 

The council imposed a total 
trade embargo, including oil. 
after Iraq invaded Kawait in 
August 1990. But the council's 
ceasefire resolution says the oil 
embargo may be lifted after 
Iraq satisfies certain weapons- 
related conditions. 

Before the council can lift 
the oil embargo. U.N. 
weapons experts must certify 
they believe Iraq has disman- 
tled its prohibited nuclear, che- 
mical. biological and ballistic 
weapons programme, and des- 
troyed prohibited weapons and 
equipment. Experts also must 
certify they are satisfied with 
Iraq's compliance in long-term 
monitoring of military indus- 
tries to ensure Iraq does not 
reacquire the arms. 

The United Srates and Bri- 
tain have resisted any public 
recognition by the council of 
Iraq's cooperation. In a state- 
ment Thursday. Iraq called the 
sanctions unjustified and said 
the United States and Britain 
were trying “again to impose 
their own political view on the 
decision of the council." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cyprus holds a granny on kidnap charge 


NICOSIA (R) — A court in Cyprus has remanded a 
Norwegian grandmother in custody on suspidon of kidnapping 
her seven-year-old grandson. Police said that Helen Solemg 
Bylwnt. 50. would appear in court in the coastal resort of 
Lamaca to answer the charge following a request from the 
Norwegian government. The case is being brought by Ms. 
Bylwnt's former son-in-law. the boy's father. Police said Ms. 
Bylwnt and her grandson. Kim. had been living in Cyprus 
since last vear. 


Pakistan to compensate Turkish firm 


ANKARA (R) — Pakistan offered Turkish Bayjndit; Holding, 
a new project of up to 5150 million or compensation on 
Thursday to offset losses from the cancellation of a motorway 
project. ’Anatolian news agency Said. “They have brought 
some offers like a new project’ worth $100 to SI50 million.’’ 
Turkish State Minister Nazif Kurt told the agency after talks 
with a delegation headed by Pakistani State Minister ‘Shahid 
Hassan Khan in Ankara. Mr. Kurt said Pakistan was ready to 
compensate Bayindir's loss unless the company accepted the- 
new offers. Pakistan abandoned last month the $644 million 
project to build a motorway from Islamabad to Peshawar. Mr.- 
Kurt said Turkey sought continuation of the project with 
Bayindir. “1 think Pakistan will consider this.” he added. He 
said Bayindir was likely to ask for compensation instead of 
undertaking a new project. 


Tunisian jailed for murder, rape 


TUNIS / AFP) — A Tunis court handed out prison sentences 
totalling 50 years to a young Tunisian convicted of killing a 
Swedish woman and raping another in Stockholm four years 
ago. the press reported. Mohamcd Al Aid Rebaiyeh was 
sentenced Tuesday to 20 years in prison for strangling Nina 
Eiiasson. 22. in August 1989. and tu a further uT years for 
raping another woman, whose name was not given iir court, 
the same year. He attacked the first woman'after she had' 
attempted to throw him out of her apartment, the prosecution 
said. The second woman was attacked as she was walking in 
the street after nightfall. Rebaiyeh fled Sweden, where he had 
gone looking for work, some time after committing his crimes. 
Tunisia and Sweden arc not bound by an extradition treaty. 
Relatives of both women were present at the trial. 


Gunmen kill 3 policemen in Egypt 


ASSI)r UT. Egypt fR) — Militants shot dead three policemen 
at u traffic checkpoint in southern Egypt on Thursday then fled 
m a car they seized at gunpoint, security sources said. TTie 
gunmen struck near the town of Al Qusiya. 300 kilometres 
south of Cairo, in Assiyut province, pumping 31 bullets into 
one of their victims, the sources said. Police suspected the 
militant Al Gama a Al klamiyah f Islamic Group) of carrying 
out the attack. The sources said the gunmen attacked the 
checkpoint on the main road nonh to Cairo at 2:15 p.m. (1215 
i J wo L of thc Policemen were killed instantly and the 
third died in hospital. The gunmen look two rifles and a pistol 
from the dead men. Police searched for the attackers but made 
no arrests. 
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Sqour says role of the family 
to be highlighted this year 


AMMAN (Petra) — In observ- 
; ance of 1994 as the Inrerfta- 
r tional Year of the Family, as 
- called for by the United Na- 
• dons General Assembly, Jor- 
r dan wiD this year organise and 
1 cany out a number of func- 
l dons and activities designed to 
highlight the role of the family 
► in die Jordanian society. 

The announcement was 
made here by Social Develop- 
: 1 meat Minister Mohammad 
. ; Sqour, whq noted that the de- 
' dication of the year to the 
r '• fanrilywas aimed at increasing 
■ 1 awareness among the public 
i , about family issues and to 
■ ! underline the importance of 
; family links with socio- 
. economic and demographic de- 
- ; velopments in society. 

Dedarmg that Jordan has 
. ' joined the world nations in 
observing the International 
Day of the Family, the minister 
' told a press conference that 
: this year there will be an en- 
couragement of various social 
1 institutions caring for the fami- 
ly affairs to promote family 
activities and to benefit from 
various international experi- 
ences pertaining to women, 

; children, the youth, the aged 
i and the handicapped persons. 

“The dedication is also 
meant to improve and higlight 
cooperation among various 
: ■ governments and international 
| organisations towards promot- 
' ing the activities of families 
. and their members,” said Dr. 

; ' Sqour. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
announced Tuesday that Jor- 
dan would be observing 1994 
' as the International Year of 
! the Family noting that the 
■ family constitutes the basic unit 
of the. Jordanian society. 

Formally inaugurating the 
; International Year of the 
Family m Jordan, die King 
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Social Development Minister Mohammad press coni 

Sqour (wearing glasses at the head of the table) (Petra phi 

listens to a question from a journalist during a 

noted that the Kingdom has In observance of the year 
been keen on implementing 1994 as the International Year 

Arab and international cove- of the Family, the committee is 


press conference the minister held Thursday 
(Petra photo) 


noted that the Kingdom has 
been keen on implementing 
Arab and international cove- 
nants and on providing the 
appropriate legislative and 
administrative guarantees 
which contribute to the 
advancement of the family. 

At his press conference, Dr. 
Sqour referred the King's mes- 
sage as “providing guidelines 
for the government” and noted 
that activities during the year 
would be implemented with 
the help of the National Com- 
mittee on Women's Affairs 
which was set up two months 
ago. 

The committee's main con- 
cern, the minister noted, was 
to spread awareness about 
family issues among the public 
concerning social, economic 
and demographic questions in 
the country. 


planning a cultural festival with 
a number of activities and 
programmes, which would in- 
volve school children, cultural 
centres and other sectors, dur- 
ing which a number of produc- 
tive families and a number of 
organisations concerned about 
family affairs would be hon- 
oured, the minister 
announced. 

Furthermore, the national 
committee is planning a gener- 
al exhibition displaying pro- 
ducts by limited-income fami- 
lies with the purpose of sup- 
porting such projects that pro- 
vide the needy families with 
additional income. Dr. Sqour 
said. 

In his address last Tuesday, 
the King said the government 


and the private sector orga- 
nisations ought to work out 
national policies and program- 
mes aimed at mobilising the 
pottentials of the youth to en- 
able them to shoulder respon- 
sibilities and embark on pro- 
ductive and creative work. 

Special attention, said the 
King, should be given to the 
.handicapped members of soci- 
ety. 

Noting that attention con- 
tinues to be directed to the 
needy families and the hand- 
icapped, the minister told the 
press conference that the 
Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment will continue to enhance 
its programmes directed at 
alleviating the plight of the 
needy families and would con- 
tinue to the drive to provide 
services to the handicapped 
children. 


Expert sees privatisation as one way 
to address Jordan’s foreign debt 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN. — Privatising state- 
own^ institutions rcouid be. 
one of the means available to 
Jordan to address its foreign 
debt problem, but the move 
towards offering equity to fore- 
ign creditors should be coupled 
with internal reforms to make 
the offer attractive, according to 
a leading expert on privatisa- 
tion. 

Edgar Harrell, who now 
served as a consultant on priva- 
tisation after leaving U.S. gov- 
ernment service, said Thursday 
Jordan also had the right ingre- 
dients to seriously consider pri- 
vatisation. 

Dr. Harrell said he also be- 
lieved that there is enough 
“political will” in Jordan to- 
wards accepting the concept of 
privatisation. 

Addressing a group of jour- 
nalists, Dr. Harrell, who met 
with Jordanian government 
officials and businessmen dur- 
ing a brief visit to Amman last 
week, said that he found a 
willingness among Jordanian 
officials to discuss privatisa- 
tion. 

That, he said, is a positive 
first step since “if there is no 
political will, there will be no 
privatisation.” 

However, Dr. Harrell 
cautioned, privatisation is not 
a solution to any specific prob- 
lem but a concept that could 
overhaul the economy and put 
it on a coarse towards recovery and 
growth. “It is no answer in 
itself, but it should be re- 
viewed.” 

Privatising government- 


owned firms in an issue that 
has been talked about in Jor- 
dan for many years, but no real 
movement has been seen in 
this direction except the laun- 
ching of a study on prospects 
for privatising the national car- 
rier. 

Dr. Harirell. who met with 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
Governor Mohammad Saed A1 
Nabulsi and Royal Jordanian 
President Basel Jardaneh, a 
former finance minister, said 
Jordan had the human poten- 
tial in terms of education ex- 
pertise and the right climate in 
terms of a relatively low-level 
budget deficit and controlled 
inflation to consider privatisa- 
tion. 

But. he added, there is no 
“sense in transferring a public 
sector monopoly to private sec- 
tor monopoly" by offering pro- 
tection to the entity. 

In the case of telecom- 
munications. transport and air- 
lines, which are in essence 
monopolies, “regulatory reg- 
imes” could be set up to ensure 
that the consumers get the best 
service. Specifically, Dr. Har- 
rell cited the privatisation of 
telecommunications, where 
the government could attach 
certain conditions to the deal. 

These conditions, he said, 
could inculde stipulations that 
the new entity will ensure that 
repairs are carried out and new 
connections are given within 
pre-determined time limits in 
addition to ensuring, for inst- 
ance. that every village has a 
functional public telephone 
booth. 

If. at the end of the period 
concessions, the new entity has 


not fulfilled these conditions, 
then the government could re- 
serve the right for itself to take 
over the entity, fie said. 

According to Dr. 'Harrell, 
privatising state-owned firms 
will be beneficial to ail con- 
cerned in the long term despite 
the initial problems such as 
dislocation of workers and re- 
sistance from unions and in- 
terest groups. 

Almost inevitably, privatisa- 
tion of government-run com 1 
panies leads to layoffs simply 
because the state employs re- 
dundant and- inefficient staff 
and the private sector addres- 
ses this problem by dismissing 
people to cut costs. 

To address such problems. 
Dr. Harrell said, the govern- 
ment has to set up a “safety 
net” in consultations with un- 
ions and workers, including 
unemployment compensation 
through the social security syst- 
me. retraining opportunities, 
encouraging enterpreneurs in a 
free-market environment and 
removing barriers that dis- 
suade investors. 

The net beneficiaries of pri- 
vatisation will be workers 
themselves since they would be 
able to reap berter benefits 
from hard-work rather than 
straining under the heavy 
bureaucracy that is an insepar- 
able element of any 
government-owned company. 

Dr. Harrell said focus of 
privatisation should be on loss- 
making enterprises so that the 
government will get rid of bur- 
dens on the budget as well as 
liquidity to use in settling debts 
and invest in new ventures. 


* Profit-making institutions 
are easier to be privatised than 
those which, incur losses as a 
result of inefficient administra- 
tion, he noted. 

The many forms of privatisa- 
tion include transfer of partial 
or full ownership, joint public 
and private sector financing of 
projects, granting concessions 
and separating specific areas of 
operation and splitting them 
among different operators, he 
noted. 

As an example, he cited 
Royal Jordanian, the national 
carrier, which is closely study- 
ing privatisation as a means to 
address its debt burden. 

The airline is making an 
operational profit, only to see 
it wiped out because of the 
debt burden, and privatisation 
with a higher capital is sug- 
gested as the best avenue to 
solve the problem. Some of the 
airline's creditors could be 
given equity in exchange for 
the debts. 

An international firm is con- 
ducting a study aimed at prop- 
osing the best mechanism for 
privatisation. 

Dr. Harrell pointed out that 
the affiliated operations of 
Royal Jordanian, such as the 
catering and cargo services, 
could be separated and offered 
as concessions to the private 
sector. 

He conceded that the debt 
burden of the airline was a 
negative factor in foreign in- 
vestors' interest in acquiring 
equity in the carrier. Investor 
interest will have to be assen- 
tially based on the net worth of 
the airline, he said. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Photo exhibition by artist Muwaffaq Al Sheikh at the Royal 
Critural Centre. 

■fr Art exhibition by artist Sad Ik Kwaisfa entitled “Talisma” at 
Bakftdna Art Gallery. 

* Exhibition of Iraqi books at the Royal Cultural Centre, 
■fr EvMMtiMi “Prints and Drawings of Fakhrelnfcsa Zeid” 

0915-1991) until the 15th of January *94 at Darat al Funun 
Of the Abdul Hameed Shoraan Foundation. Also showing the 
“Permanent” Exhibition. (Tel. 643251/2). 

LECTURE 

* Lecture in Archie entitled “The Arab PoUticai TOonght and 
the Challenges of Peace” by Mr. Mohammad hashh at 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation at 6:00 p.m. 

FILMS 

* Video film m Arabic on German 

- Ing and the art of sculpture at Goethe- iustrtut at 8.00 p.m. 

* German film entitled “Kinder, Kader Kommandeure 1 ’ 
(with subtitles in English) at the Goetbe-Institut at 8:00 p.m. 
(93 mmntes). 

* Jordan River Designs offers things for sale at ^showroom 
in Jabal LuweSbdeh (8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.) (Tel. 656872/ 
«?8760) 

* Poetry recital by Syrian poet Hanif Yousef at the Phoenix 
'YSaBery for Art and Culture at 7:00 p.m. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Adwan opens Jordan fair in Holland 

AMSTERDAM (Petra) — Tourism and Antiquities Minister 
Mohammad Al Adwan Friday opened the Jordanian pavillion 
at Netherlands Otricht international tourism fair, in which 88 
countries are taking part. Dr. Adwan also met with delega- 
tions representing several countries participating in the fair 
and discussed with them means of enhancing tourism coopera- 
tion between Jordan and their respective countries. The 
minister later visited the pavillions of Arab countries partici- 
pating in the fair, including Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco, Algeria, 
Syria. Yemen and Palestine. 

Labour symposium opens today 

AMMAN (Petra) — A two-day symposium on labourers' 
rights starts here Saturday with participants from seven Arab 
countries. The symposium, organised by the General Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Trade Unions (GFJTU), in cooperation with 
the Brussel-based Free Trade Unions Association, aims at 
enhancing unionist rights and exchange of experiences in the 
field of labour legislations. Taking part in the symposium will 
be representatives of trade unions in Yemen, Tunisia, Kuwait, 
Lebanon. Palestine, Bahrain and Jordan. 

Jordan to help green Lebanon 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan has decided to present 250,000 
forest tree saplings to Lebanon to be used in the reafforesta- 
tion of areas ruined by the Lebanese civil war. The saplings 
will be sent to Lebanon as soon as possible. 


Today 

is 

Arbor 

Day 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The first step 
towards the establishment of 
the Al Hussein National Park, 
near Abu Alanda. south east 
of Amman, starts today with 
the planting of thousands of 
trees in the course of the 
annual Arbor Day celebrations 
in the Kingdom. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
and the Municipality of Grea- 
ter Amman have prepared rhe 
site, called Wadi Al Qattar — 
a district near Abu Alanda. for 
this year's main tree-planting 
celebration. 

The park, which is 1247 
dunums in area, will be planted 
with at least 100,000 trees. 

Greater Amman Mayor 
Mamdouh Abbadi told the Jor- 
dan Times that, in the course 
of preparations For the celeb ra- 
tion and through digging holes 
for the trees, a main spring was 
discovered in December suffic- 
ing the needs of the drip irriga- 
tion system in the whole park 
and saving the municipality the 



Fertile hills and valleys that 

cost of bringing water by rruck 
to irrigate the trees. 

He said the main celebration 
at Wadi At Qattar would be 
held under the Royal patron- 
age and thousands of people 
were expected to plant trees in 
the new park. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
noted on the eve of the 
anniversary, that has set up 12 
stations to produce forest sa- 
plings and fruit trees and has 
built 12 towers to control fires 
in various forest areas. The 
ministry has also assigned fire 
fighting teams to move speedi- 
ly to deal with any fire which, 
the ministry said, has been 
causing a great loss to the 
country in recent years. 

Noting that the efforts to 
green the Kingdom date back 
to the 1920s. the ministrv said 


stretch in a narrow belt through the heart of the Kingdom 


that nearly 80 per cent of the 
total area of the country was 
desert land and only one per 
cent of the area was covered by 
forests, despite continued 
efforts over the years. 

In a drive to involve private 
sector organisations to contri- 
bute to the greening of the 
country, the ministry has 
reached agreements in the past 
two years with 20 local firms to 
undertake the process of plant- 
ing trees in about 100 plots of 
lands within the Amman and 
the Balqa govemorates. noted 
the statement. 

Most of the tree planting 
projects were taking place on 
state owned lands and on the 
hills overlooking the Jordan 
Valley and along areas consi- 
dered as essential to halt deser- 
tification and the encroach- 


ment of the desert from the 
east. 

Noting that afforesration 
programmes started originally 
with trees planted on 500 to 
1000 dunums a year, the state- 
ment said that the figure rose 
to 15,000 dunums in the 1960s 
and 30.000 dunums in the 
1970s. 

So far, forest trees have 
been grown on 353.000 
dunums through the efforts of 
the Ministry of Agriculture, it 
noted. 

According to ministry statis- 
tics, fruit trees in Jordan now 
amount to one million which 
produced 361.000 tonnes of 
fruit in 1992. 

According to the statistics. 
Jordan has 10 million dunums 
of pasrure land which are used 
for grazing. 


Amman 3/1/1994 


Warning sent through the Notary Public at Amman 

Warner: Al-Quds Open University, represented by its attorney Advocate Massoud Khalifeh, Amman. 

Addressee: Al-Quds Open University, United States of America, represented by Dr. Ahmad Jamal El Tamimi/ . 

unknown domicile at Amman; last address of his domicile, Al-Quds Open University, Urn El-Sumaq, 
behind Mecca Street/Amman. 

Subject of the Warning 

You are aware that on 3/10/1993 you have signed a cooperation agreement between you in your personal capacity, 
and in your capacity as representative of Al-Quds Open University in the United States of America, registered by the 
Notary public at Passaic county on 3/6/1993 according to the contents of the registration certificate presented by 
you, and between Al-Quds Open University represented by: Dr. Munther Salah its president at the time, provided 
that cooperation shall be effected by the use of distance learning methods adopted by the open universities and 
colleges in the USA according to the conditions mentioned in the Agreement. 

As you have violated many conditions mentioned in the Agreement and as you did not abide to the terms of this 
agreement, the wamer. therefore states herebelowc-all the violations which you have committed and did not comply 
with the provisions of "this agreement. The violations are as follows: 

Firstly: Non-observance of the contents of paragraph (1 1 -a) of the first supplement of the agreemeni which provides 
that the second party (the addressee) shall pay the first installment of (100) one hundred thousand dollars 
within fourty five days from signature of the agreement. In spite of the expiration of the period, you have tailed 
to pay the amount required from and due on you. 

Secondly: You have contravened this agreement by printing visiting cards indicating that there is a regional office for 
the university at Amman, Jordan, and have distributed these cards without obtaining the Warner’s consent 
because this action constitutes a clear infringment upon the agreement concluded with you. Such an act 
led people to believe that there is possibility for accepting and registering students in Jordan. The 
addressee however is not entitled to do so. 

Thirdly: You have issued leaflets without obtaining the approval of the wamer on that. Also you have intentionally, 
printed inaccurate information, and your relation with the wamer on these leaflets. Also you did not provide 
these leaflets with information denoting that the original philosophy of the university emanated from Al-Quds 
Open University and not from the American University as mentioned in the leaflet. In addition to the fact that 
you are not entitled to print anything in Jordan relating to the printed publications agreed upon under the 
Agreement. 

Fourthly: You have printed many study curricula in Jordan without any legitimate right and without obtaining the 
approval of the wamer on that. Also you have cancelled the university's logo and removed it from covers of 
the study curricula which you have redesigned, reprinted and recopied without the prior consent of the 
wamer. 

Fifthly: You have violated the agreement because you have submitted an application to the Ministry of the Higher 
Education in which you requested a permit for the American University and an approval for authorising it to 
exercise university activities in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan without notifying the wamer or obtaining its 
approval on that. 

Sixthly: You have printed a great number of the University Curricula in Jordan without being granted this right in 
accordance with the agreement. You have omited the license granted by the Publication Department as well 
as the serial numbers and rights of the composer (Al-Quds Open University) and you have printed a large 
number of the curricula without signing them by the American Congress Library which constitutes a clear 
violation of paragraph (1) of Supplement No. (1). 

Seventhly: Your non-observance of the request of the University to ensure the availability of a representative as a 
liaison officer in Jordan to get in touch with him and to follow up the implementation of the terms of this 
agreement with the wamer, who will be holding an official power of attorney from an official authority. 

Eighthly: The University has sustained, as a result of his observing the obligation mentioned in this agreement, the 
following losses and damages: 

They are by way of example and not limitation as follows: 

1. The wamer has been harmed by your non-payment of the financial undertaking of the first payment as per the 
agreement, amounting to (100) one hundred thousand U.S. dollars which was due on 18/11/1993. 

2. The wamer sustained financial losses by the non-payment of the addressee the amount for copying tfie 
supporting educational methods which he ordered and received. 

3. The wamer sustained also a great deal of moral losses as a result of the following: 

a. What has been published in the Jordanian newspapers (Al Rai), regarding the sale of the University to the' 
private sector and the denial, and consequently the negative and contrary effect Upon those dealing with the 
university such as students, assistant professors and the like. 

b. The news published in the Jordan Times on 16/12/1993 in respect of sale of the university. 

c. Causing the inability of signing an agreement with the Razi Institute In the United Arab Emirates due to what 
had been published in the newspapers there about the sale of the University to the private sector which 
affected the wamer materially and morally and weakened the confidence of others in the university. 

d. We estimate the material and moral damages caused to the wamer, Al-Quds Open University, by a sum not 
less than ten million U.S. dollars. 

The Request: 

For these reasons, and due to the violations explained in this warning, the wamer calls upon you, and within fifteen 
days from the date of serving this warning on you, to immediately abide by the terms of this agreement and to obstaih 
from carrying out these acts which cause material and moral damages to the warner, and to immediately pay and 
fulfil! all the financial obligations tailing due on you within the period specified in this warning and to refrain from the 
continuous violations of the terms of the agreement, otherwise, the wamer shall, unfortunately, be compelled to take 
up the legal proceedings against you such as raising a case, laying seizure on your property which can legally.be 
seized, and claiming from you the many damages and losses which you caused as a result of your violating fits 
terms of the agreement and charging you all the fees, expenses and advocate fees and considering the agreertfgjft 
and its supplements to be cancelled from the date of termination of the period specified in this warning, 

Faithfully yours 

Attorney for the Warner 
Advocate Massoud Khalifeh 

Warning through the Notary Public at Amman made by Attorney of the wamer under No. 1122, on 3/1/1994. 
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Israel after the Ukraine 
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THE CAUSE for a nuclear-free world received a 
significant boost Friday when the Ukraine entered in an 
^agreement with Russia and the United States to scrap its 
‘nuclear arsenal. This cause was also served by agreement 
-between the United States and Russia to stop operating 
their nuclear weapons under the antagonistic presump- 
tions that shaped the two coon tries’ relations since the 
beginning of the cold war. 

- Never si^cc the dawn of the nod ear age has the United 
States &4id Russia not aimed their mass-destruction 
weapons at each other. Now they will. Thus Americans 
and Russians will fed safer knowing that they are not the 
set target of nuclear missiles. 

The mutual assured destruction (MAD) that promised 
apocalypse for both the U.S. and the former Soviet Union 
had they unleashed their missiles on each other has 
prevented the use of nuclear weapons daring the many 
conflicts and threats that developed during the cold war. 

A realisation that economic stability and world coop- 
eration, not unclear weapons, are the only guarantee of 
reefi security has contributed to the signing of the 
-agreement. But so did the harsh economic con di tions 
through which peoples of the former Soviet republics 

■ find themselves living after the disintegration of the 

■ Soviet empire. 

. ; Ukrainian President Leonid Kravchuk was accused of 
: treason for signing away the world’s largest arsenal of 
nuclear weapons. The fact that he signed the agreement 
at a time when his country is bordering on economic 
collapse prompted his opponents in parliament to say 
’ that the president sold out the Ukraine’s interests to the 
; Kri^d States and Russia. 

• Kravchuk will on Thursday be battling those oppo- 
; 22 nCs over the treaty. His chances of winning would to a 

- extent depend on his ability to convince lawmakers 
; c7 Jae viability of the “undcar-free dividend.” 

Argcmenfis against the treaty on seemity grounds 
farad be related by the protection that the nuclear 
!^>Prrftfera&n Treaty gives to signatories by stqxdat- 
icg that nuclear weapons cannot be used against cations 
pari? to it. So can decades of nuclear race which only 
succeeded in draining the economics of the nations who 
engaged in it. 

The Ukrainian president w3H win his argument in 
parliament if he can forcefully articulate the p rom i se of 
etezomic prosperity and social stability that relaxed 
relations which the Ukraine’s big neighbour, Russia, and 
the UJS. can produce. * 

Eath countries can strengthen his case: Russia by 
reaving the fears of any imperial and expansionist 
smirtioos that it has against its neighbours; and the UJS. 
by offering economic help not only to the Ukraine but 
'c' j to all the impoverished republics who are still 
k. "vring from their Soviet heritage. 

After the treaty was signed. President Bill Clinton said 
-C.jCi military strength is not the key to security. He was 
righl. But be will be wrong if this logic is applied only in 
were a threat to the U.S.’ direct security presents 


The American president should carry his argument to 
15c ftEddSe East where the cost of armament has for so 
I—-..]: emptied the treasuries of the region. Israel is 
r^sssng to make the necessary concessions for peace in 
Middle East on the grounds that its security could be 
''"evened. Its giant armament programme is forcing 
r ,:r countries in (he region to earmark for their defence 
-.-l.-jctares funds that are badly needed to finance health, 
^r. -iron mental, educational and social development pro- 


The U.S. has so far done little to keep Israel in check. 
Cfca ."act, U.S. policies, and Washington’s huge military 
“s:‘i io Israel, has accelerated (he armament race in the 
1 rerMn and denied it the right to claim the high moral 
igrscnd when it comes to the arms race. 

little has the U.S. done also to limit or stop Israel's 
n"c. : :ar programme. The big noise Washington and its 
a! ':s ntsi: about the nascent attempts by Iraq and Iran 
to e'eveiop unclear weapons compares to a deafening 
' slier .z over Israel’s already mature, and deadly nuclear 
arse:\:I. 

I Nr'~:ear weapons pose a real threat to world security 
3rh T.rrer they are. They do so in Israel as modi as in the 
3 " Efforts to end the nuclear nightmare should not 

Z Incd and restrained by narrow political interests or 
aoiecess of the threat bom Washington. 


j 


I ir\rs±m<£ PRESS COMMENTARIES 


“'LUMNIST in Al Dustour daily advocated the cause of 
ere who arc struggling to establish an association similar 
-.her associations in the country. The teachers are in 
an association which is pan ot the country’s elements 
;ocracy and one which can contribute to solving 
tcaL r’s problems and helping them better contribute to the 
socio-economic development, said Taher AI Adwan. The 
writer said that a draft law on the formation of this association 
is stili facing obstacles at the Senate, in a manner reminiscent of 
the previous Parliament, and the whole issue is now referred 
to the Higher Council for the Interpretation of the Constitu- 
tion before further action can be taken by Parliament, said the 
writer. The teachers had hoped that the draft law, which failed 
to win the favour of the previous Parliament, would be passed 
bv 'he -jew one and indeed the hopes increased when the 
Lo,- cr K vJse gave its consent to it, added the writer. While 
hat it is ihe right of the senators to scrutinise this 
f re taking a final decision, one can only say that the 
■> have a legitimate right to raise their voices and 
4 »hey have an association to take care of their 
i iie -ionosphere of democracy, said the writer. ‘ 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilanl 


Jerusalem — the need 


to rise above politics 


EVER SINCE the Middle East peace process was launched in 
Madrid, more than two years ago, one of the key questions 
that hung in an air of uncertainty was the status of Jerusalem. 
Not that it is answered now; nor that an answer would be easy 
either. 

But the appointment of a new Royal Commission on 
Jerusalem Affairs by His Majesty King Hussein last week has 
reaffirmed the basic essence of the Hashemite family’s 
approach to the Holy City. There may be some who might 
argue that tackling the problem of Jerusalem could only bring 
further problems, but that argument does not take into 
consideration the intrinsic religious link that the Hashemites 
have with the Holy City. 

One has to rise above the narrow vision of the politics that 
go along with any discussion on Jerusalem. It is not a political 
issue, but a religious one which has come under repeated 
attempts aimed at confusing it with politics. 

Historically, the Hashemites were and remain the guardian 
of Jerusalem and the Islamic holy sites there. The physical 
control of the dty remains with Israel today, but that does not 
alter its Islamic and Arab identity and roots there and should 
not be a reason for anyone to resign into accepting the status 
quo. 

Heard during the ongoing debate on the draft budget for 
1994 in Parliament was an argument that allocations for the 
upkeep of Waqf institutions in Jerusalem should be dropped. 
The argument held that such allocations in the past were 
acceptable since they served a “political purpose” and now 
that the Palestinians' are asserting their right for an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state with Arab Jerusalem as its capital, there 
is little sense in Jordan continuing to spend money in the Holy 
City. 

Such arguments have a very fundamental flaw since it is 
groundless to assert that politics was the basis for continued 
Jordanian involvement in Jerusalem even after the Kingdom's 
1988 decision to sever legal and administrative links with the 
West Bank. Quite simply it was not. 

On the contrary. Jordan’s insists nee on maintaining the 
Hashemites' religious links with Jerusalem and continued 
mvolvement in the affairs of the Islamic holy shrines there 
underlines the inalienable Arab and Muslim rights to the Holy 
City. 

As such, it is quite disconcerting to hear some of our elected 
representatives making politically naive suggestions by adding 
a political colour to Jordan's involvement in Jerusalem. 

However, that is an internal Jordanian issue, and the picture 
would be more dear to those who may not understand it or do 
not want to understand it as we go along further. 

The Jordanian move to strengthen efforts to arrive at a 
satisfactory arrangement to protect the religious identity of 
Jerusalem and King Hussein's repeated affirmations that he 
would accept only God's sovereignty over the Holy City have 
to be seen against the realities on the ground today. 

For one tiling, the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO), by agreeing to put off negotiations on the status of 
Jerusalem for another three years in its Sept. 13 accord with 


Israel, has made it imperative for the Arab and Islamic World 
to step in and ensure that the so-called interim period does not 
leave a vacuum in the efforts to salvage the Holy City from 
Judaisation. 

The repeated affirmations and pledges by Israeli leaders not 
to let anyone change the status of Jerusalem as the "eternal 
and indivisible capital” of the Jewish state do indicate an 
Israeli realisation of the objectives of the Jordanian effort. For 
sure, they do not appreciate it and will do everything in their 
power to undermine it. Hence the pressing need to put the 
Islamic house in order and look at the issue more closely and 
candidly without letting political considerations cloud a 
judgement. There has to be a political will to do so. 


That is the political aspect of the issue, if one would like to 
see it that way. But it should not be seen isolated from the 
decades of efforts that Jordan has put in not to allow any 
dilution of the Arab and Islamic rights in Jerusalem. 

It has been a very consistent stand, uneroded by the course 
of political events. No doubt, it will only be hardened and 
toughened as we go along towards realising, hopefully, the 
rights of the Palestinians and a satisfactory - solution to the 
overall Arab-lsraeli conflict. 

The vision of King Hussein is very clear. There cannot be 
any abandoning of the Arab and Muslim rights in Jerusalem, 
regardless of the shape of a peace settlement; and Jordan will 
fight it alone if the Arabs and Muslims do not rise to the 
formidable challenge that poses itself on the way to safeguard- 
ing the Islamic rights in Jerusalem. 

The King's repeated comments in this context are also clear. 
The Hashemites understand and appreciate the importance of 
Jerusalem to Christanity and Judaism, and that the only way to 
address the Christian and Jewish concerns in this context is 
through a frank and free dialogue among the three religions. 
But such a dialogue should essentially start from the very 
recognition and acceptance by all concerned of the Hashe- 
mites’ role as the guardian of the Islamic holy shrines in 
Jerusalem. 


The new Royal Commission on Jerusalem Affairs is 
definitely not the Islamic body that King Hussein proposed as 
a possible administrator of the Islamic holy shrines in 
Jerusalem, and the inclusion of non-Jordanian personalities in 
the commission should only be taken as a first step towards 
realising the objective of setting up such an all-embracing 
Islamic panel. 

However’, the overall Arab and Islamic response to the 
King's call for such a panel, representing all sects of the 
Islamic faith, has not been very forthcoming, perhaps because 
of the political confusion surrounding the Israeli-Palestinian 
peace process and the fingering strains in inter-Arab relations. 

Indeed, that is a sad state of affairs, given the fact that we 
hear loud voices from the Muslim World reaffirming the 
importance of Jerusalem to the Islamic faith but little being 
done on an Islamic level to help boost the Jordanian 
endeavour to ensure that the Holy City is not lost for ever to 
the Muslims. 


The Week In Print 


Jordanian-Palestinian deal draws 
controversial reaction from media 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


THE JORDANIAN- 
Palestinian accord signed in 
Amman on Jan. 7 continued 
to draw reactions from the 
local columnists in the Arabic 
press. Also covered were the 
stalled Middle East process 
and prospects for a settle- 
ment. in addition to a num- 
ber of domestic issues. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i 
daily said that the Jordanian- 
Palestinian agreement was a 
reaffirmation of the fact that 
the two peoples are one and 
have had the same destiny 
and aspirations throughout 
history. 

Dr. Jamal Shaer said that 
the Jordanian- Palestinian un- 
ity has been the most success- 
ful among various forms of 
unions hatched by different 
Arab states in modem his- 
tory. 

The Palestinians and the 
Jordanians are finked geog- 
raphically. socially, economi- 
cally and demographically. 
the two sides continue to face 
the same challenges and the 
same goals and both believe 
in parliamentary democracy 
and respect for human rights, 
added the writer. The aim of 
this agreement is to attain a 
federation which is a form of 
union that would benefit the 
two peoples, he concluded. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily hailed 
the Jordanian-Palestinian 
agreement as a true response 
to the aspirations and the 
hopes of the people on the 
two banks of the River Jor- 
dan. 

Agreement by the two 
sides to coordinate their 
stand vis-a-vis the peace pro- 
cess. to regulate the work of 
Jordanian banks in the West 
Bank and to cooperate in 
economic matters is bound to 
open the door wide for the 
Jordanians and the Palesti- 
nians to embark on measures 
that would bring about, 
further progress to both, said 
the paper. 

ft is onry a small step on 
the lorn: way of common ac- 
tion which is not strewn with 
roses, said Hani Saoudi in 
describing the Jordanian- 
Palestinian deal. 

The writer said that it is 
strange to see some writers 
expressing dismay over the 
limited agreement between 
the two sides and it should be 
stressed that the deal was 
only the beginning towards 
other more ambitious steps. 

One should not expect a 


great deal at this stage and 
one cannot expect more than 
has been achieved between 
the two sides, taking into 
consideration that the 
Palestinian land is still under 
occupation, added Saoudi. 

His views were echoed by 
Sultan Al Hanab. a col- 
umnist in Al Ra'i. who said 
that the agreement repre- 
sented a big achievement, 
especially as different nations 
and world organisations have 
their eyes on the occupied 
Arab lands to make major 
investments. 

The writer said that the 
opening of banks and coor- 
dination in economic matters 
as well as on the common 
stand vis-a-vis the peace pro- 
cess constitute a major 
accomplishment on the part 
of the Jordanian and the 
Palestinian leaderships. 

- Describing the Jordanian- 
Palestinian deal as a step 
backward, a noted columnist 
in AI Ra’i said that Jordan 
would have been better off 
without it. 

Fahcd Al Fanek said that 
under the present deal. 
Jordanian-Palestinian econo- 
mic relations would not adv- 
ance but perhaps would go 
back. 

The establishment of 
Jordanian banks in the occu- 
pied lands is a temporary 
measure, according to the 
deal, because this can con- 
tinue while the autonomy 
rule lasts; under a Palestinian 
state, things could change 
and the Palestinians would 
have their own currency and 
their own financial, banking 
and monetary systems, said 
the writer who also noted 
that the deal provides only 
for encouraging the private 
sectors on both sides to 
embark on investments, but 
there was nothing specific ab- 
out this particular point. 

His views were countered 
by Mahmoud Rimawi. a col- 
umnist in AI Ra'i. wrho said 
that the deal transcends the 
question of coordination and 
cooperation and goes beyond 
these lines because it paves 
the way for a common mar- 
ker. a common economic life 
and unity in the future. 

The writer said that the 
deal was necessary to define 
the elements and the compo- 
nents for future unity, taking 
into account the changes that 
occurred on the ground since 
the 1967 occupation. 


Referring ro the Clinton- Assad 
summit in Geneva this week, a 
columnist in Al Duslour express- 
ed the view that the U.S. presi- 
dent could have something up his 
sleeve because ii was he who 
called for (he meeting. 

Mohammad Kawash. who ex- 
pressed hope that Mr. Clinton 
would come up with something 
concrete towards giving momen- 
tum to the peace process, said 
one has io remember that Syria 
continues to hold on to its de- 
mands of full Israeli withdrawal 
before peace can be attained. 

The wntcr said there is no 
chance for any progress in the 
peace efforts unless the Rabin 
government expresses desire id 
comply with the U.N. resolutions 
which call for withdrawal from 
Syrian. Lebanese. Jordanian and 
Palestinian lands. 

Taher Al Udwan. a columnist 
in Al Dustour. expressed the 
view that the 28 month Arab- 
kradi peace process has been a 
total failure. 

Since the Madrid conference, 
the Arabs achieved nothing on 
the ground and despite the sepa- 
rate negotiations between Israel 
and the Arab panics not a single 
step has been achieved, largely 
due to Israel's intransigence, the 
writer said. 

If anything, the Madrid con- 
ference has opened the door for 
Israel to show more adamant 
stands and perpetual ed the inter- 
Arab differences, rendering any 
hope for a true inter-Arub coor- 
dination vis-a-vis the peace pro- 
cess a mirage, said the writer. 

Referring to the resumed 
Palestinian- Israeli peace UBu In 
Tuba, Sawt Al Shaah daily said 
that Israel has a tendency to raise 
controversial issues from the 
start in order to render the talks 
fruitless. 

The Israelis are determined 1 o 
prolong the period of negotia- 
tions with the hope of causing 
discouragement ip the Palesti- 
nian side and driving the Palesti- 
nian negotiating teams to desper- 
ate action, accepting the Israeli 
dictates, said the paper. 

By declaring its determination 
to hold on to the question of 
security and the bridges. Israel is 
placing obstacles right from the 
beginning of the talks, it added. 

The paper’s views were echoed 
by Arafat Hijazi. a columnist in 
Sawt Al Shaah, who said that the 
Palestirtian-Isradi talks lend to 
render the Palestinians powerless 
in terms of defence. 

While the Israelis continue 
their atrocities against the people 
in (he occupied Arab land, and 
while they continue to arm them- 
selves and hold on to the borders 
and matters of security, they 
want the Palestinians to give up 
ihcir right to ensuring security or 
controlling their own internal 
affairs, said the writer. 

What Israel aims from these 
talks, he said, is to get the 


approval of the Palestinians for 
Israel's continued hegemony on 
the lands and the people or 
Palestine. 

Commenting on Iasi week’s 
risk lo the region by « U.S. 
congressional (cam, Tnrcq 
Masarwch. a columnist in Al 
Ra’i daily, said that the (cam did 
not come to advocate the cause 
of the 13.000 detained Palesti- 
nians in Israel jails but to search 
for the missing Israeli troops lost 
in Israel’s aggression against 
Lebanon in 19H2. 

The writer said that the team 
did not come here in order to 
discuss ways for ending the 
occupation of Lebanon and the 
other pans occupied lamb, but 
rather to appease the Jewish 
lobby in the United Stales. 

The team’s mission is provoca- 
tive to the Arabs and one that 
shows U.S.'s disregard to the 
cause of peace, he said. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i daily 
highlighted Jordan's role in 
frying to preserve Yemen's unity, 
noting that this is motivated by 
Jordan's keenness on achieving a 
pan-Arab unity. 

Sultan Al Hurrah said that 
despite the elapse of three years, 
this Yemeni unity has not" been 
fully implemented and practical 
steps were needed to put it into 
force. Let us hope, said the 
writer, that the slogans raised by 
the Yemenis over the past three 
years would he translated into 
action with some help from Jor- 
dan and the other Arab countries 
concerned over Arab unity. 

Mohammad Kawash. a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, said that 
the two Yemen-, can not end 
their differences and protect 
their unity simply because the 
United Slates docs nut want this 
to come about. 

This is a stage in which the 
Arabs must make peace with 
Israel and therefore it is taboo 
for the Arabs to reconcile with 
one another to or take steps to 
preserve their unity, said the 
writer. 

For ihb reason, he added, wc 
have heard Qatar and Oman 
trying k «:nd Arab differences, 
but wc h«iie seen no practical 
steps on tht part of any olher 
Arab country t. .^activate soli- 
darity among Arab governments 
at this singe, said the wntcr. 

A writer in Al Dustour de- 
scribed Prime Minister Abdul 
Satan* Al Msldl’i programmes to 
overhaul the public admbifefra- 
tlon system as a daring move to 
end the obsolete system that 
docs nol cater to the needs nf the 
modern age. 

Mohnmmad Daoud said that 
the time has come for serving 
justice and be fair to the compe- 
tent employees and ensure a 
more decent life for the pension- 
era. 

He Mid i hat there b need for 
incentives tq be given to the 
creative workers. 


The case for 
Yasser Arafat 


y" 


KC.0 


By Ludwig W. Tamari 


FOR MONTHS AFTER THE 
SIGNING OF THE Declara- 
tion of Principles, the peace 


non oi r-j 

process now appears to be los- 
ing momentum. Both Yasser 
Arafat and Yitzhak 


seem to be unable to agree on 
the modalities of implementing 
the current agreement. The 
situation is volatile. In some 
corridors of power. Israel's 
long-term intentions are open 
to questioning and Mr. Ara- 
fat’s ability to lead is subject to 
doser scrutiny. 

After months of criticising 
Mr. Arafat for being too will- 
ing to deal with Israel, he is 
now being held accountable, 
by the Israelis for not being 
willing enough. 

The present litany of Israel’s 
criticism of the Palestinians 
and their leaders is reminiscent 
of the pre-Madrid days. Such 
criticism was meant to expose 
Palestinian helplessness, while 
the present barrage of critidsm 
is designed to confirm Palesti- 
nian hopelessness. In either 
case. Israel's critidsm should 
be considered as a diagnose of 
Palestinian ailments and cer- 
tainly not a confirmation of 
Palestinian frustration. The 
critics failed to mention that 
the Palestinian leadership re- 
flected the status of its people: 
the leadership was fragmented 
because the Palestinian people 
were scattered all over the 
world. Not only their positions 
were uncentred, but also their 
leaders were systematically 
being dedmated. 

How many times in history 
has a stateless people negoti- 
ated for their homeland with 
their predators? How often has 
a people been asked to speak 
with one voice when it lacked a 
government, let alone an 
elected one? One wonders 
when will it be that human 
rights, as international recog- 
nised, will be synonymous with 
Palestinian human rights? Yet, 
when might is right, woe to the 
losers. 

The questions are rhetorical. 
The most remarkable thing ab- 
out the agreement is not that it 
is proving difficult to imple- 
ment, but that it ever hap- 
pened at all. 

The fact chat it happened is 
simply because both the 
Palestinians and the Israelis 
came to realise that since the 
beginning of the Palestinian 
catastrophe, for the first time, 
the Palestinians came to recog- 
nise one leader- Yasser Arafat- 
as the embodiment of their 
legitimate rights. The Israelis 
in turn saw in Mr. Arafat. 
(Once upon a time the most 
wanted terrorist in the world) 
their hope to render out of the 
Palestinian entity, an oasis of 
peace in the Middle East. That 
ts why it is important for the 
Palestinian people to .stand 
together behind Yasser Arafat. 

I am not appealing to bfind 
loyalty. I want the Palestytian 
intelligentsia, along’ with* the 
other Arab sympathisers and 
international supporters, to 
continue to question Mr. Ara- 
fat — we need that, and I am 
certain that Mr. Arafat would 
welcome it. He should under- 
stand that not alt criticism is 
made in bad faith or intended 
as an attack on him. If this 
apologia on behalf of Mr. Ara- 
fat is to be of any value, he 
ought to remember that in the 
past, the Palestinians placed 
their trust in him because they 
knew that he would listen. Mr. 
Arafat cannot stop listening 
now, simply because he does 
not like what he is hearing. 
Granted that, at any given 
time, criticism should be sub- 
stantive. pointed and creative. 
Any criticism that is malicious- 
ly couched to destroy Mr. Ara- 
fat could have enormous con- 
sequences. ft could escalate 
into a state of overt confronta- 
tion between the Palestinians. 
Before that happens, the 
Palestinians should take a step 
back and attempt to under- 
stand the current situation and 
honestly determine for them- 
selves where they stand as a 
people. 

It is time for a little troth — 
lest the Palestinians forgot that 
for decades they had been tag- 
ged as terrorists. Bereft of 
mends in a world drawn tightly 
against them, the Palestinians 
should now depend on each 
other more than ever before. 

Yes there are Palestinians 
who long to return to the 
Palestine that was. and which 
now is Israel. They win never 
make peace with Israel. Ever. I 

thdr re i ecti °nism 
becaute there is a degree of 
rejection, sm in each and every 

S*"""' Make no ^Stake, 
inc rejcchonists are well inten-' 

Patriots and ought to be 
beard. Of course it is far easier 
to criticise and do nothing at a |] 
than to work for peace. Wha't 
r*. th ° reject i onists really 
oppose? Peace? Or only the 

Yasser Arafat? 
would an agreement 


with 


Israel be any the more palat- 
able if it were written by a 
rejectionist? I say it would, and 
Mr. Arafat would readily en- 
dorse it — who would not? 
Peace it would bring and peace 
is what we need. 

The one maverick stripe of 
open militancy to the general 
principles is Hamas. For dey 
cades. Hamas’s rejectionism 
has been mushrooming as a 
direct result of Israel’s intransi- 
gence and denial of Palestinian 
inalienable rights. 

The religious undertones of 
Hamas’s rejectionism does not 
necessarily mean that they 
propagate the imposition of an 
Islamist Palestinian state as 
opposed to a secular state by 
popular vote. As patriots, the 
rank and file of Hamas would 
come to realise that “reason” 
is the handmaid of pure reli- 
gion and the rewards of a 
virtuous and prosperous state 
is the result of the common 
ground of pure religion and 
good government. For religion 
without compassion is like 
secularism without reason. I 
am inclined to believe that, in 
the final resort, Hamas would 
not be ambivalent to the demo- 
cratic process, since the demo- 
cratic process is the one and 
only plausible entrde to a mor- 
al, peaceful and prosperous 

Palestine. 

“ The truth about some rejec- 
tionists, whether they are 
nationalists or Islamists, is that 
they are now more ferocious in 
their opposition to the general 
principles than many of the 
Israelis. How ironic that the 
one principle, which the 
Palestinian and Israeli rejec- 
tionist hold in common is their 
unyielding hatred of Mr. Ara- 
fat and Mr. Rabin. So much so 
that the intensity of their 
hatred has transcended the 
empiricism of reinstating 
Palestinian rights on the one - 
hand and ensuring Israel's 
peace and security on - the 
other. Although this stripe of 
file rejectionists is limited in 
number, the fact remains that 
•if there are fewer wolves in the 
forest it does not mean that the 
forest is safe. 

That leaves us with Yasser 
Arafat. And while he is not the^ 
perfect choice for this job of 
leading the Palestinians out of 
the impositions of this imper- 
fect agreement, he remains the 
only choice. He has won that 
through the thick and thin of 
decades of incessant struggle. 
Since the qualitative mien of 
leaders is often equated in 
terms of their ratings as to who ’ 
is the hammer and who is the 
anvil, Mr. Arafat had his lead- 
ership honed by the hammer 
into a steely anvil. The anvil 
that he became evolved as a 
second nature. Mr. Arafat be- 
came adapt at foretelling the 
reactions to the hammer 
strokes even before they feQ. 
That was Arafat the anvil until 
the Declaration of Principles; 

In retrospect, the annals of " 
Mr. Arafat's ability to survive - *? 
read like a Greek melodrama; ■“* 
he withstood the deadly ham- 
mering of international intri- 
gues, triumphed over the ago- 
nising dissention among bis 
own ranks and, above all, he 
managed to keep floating not- 
withstanding the miscarriaging 
blows of his own miscalcula- 
tions. 

The Declaration of Princi- 
ples transformed Mr. Araiat 
from an anvil into a hammer. 
This sudden shift in roles 
placed enormous responsibili- 
ties on him and on the Palesti- 
nian people — who are not 
solely responsible for carrying 
out the implementation of the 
current peace agreement. Yet, 
the challenges facing Mr. Ara- 
fat did not come with any grant 
of authority. 

. tr ying to forge the mak- 
ings of the Palestinian state, • 
Mr. Arafat was required to - 
wield the hammers of responsi- . ' 
bility while he was denied the 
minimum ingredients of au- 
thority. Here lies one of the 
senous lapses in the Declara- 
tion of Principles. This struct^ .1 
rat omission, whether by acd- 
aent or design, meant that Mn ' 
Arafat will be damned if h* V 
□oes and doomed if he .does-' 
«°Ir For student5 of history " 

ana geo-politics, this state of 
suspensive animation in which 
Mr. Arafat was put should rate - 
as one of the modem classics of 
negotiated power politics, 
cor all intents and purposes, 
n without sounding face- 
ous, I tend to believe that for 
r. Arafat to get out of tins 
mpasse. he should wish for a . 
successful conclusion of the 
ongoing peace negotiations be- 
tween Syna/Jordan and Israel. 

K a «i Israe!,s h &ve won many 
Patties, yet now it is within 

?®[ 1 . pow « Palestinians and. 
Israelis - t0 win the decisive 
war of peace. 
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By Jusilin kcay 

, HAGUE. Czech Republic — 
loon after the velvet revoiu- 
jon of 1989- they came; slowly 
i first, then in increasing num- 
i putting increasing strain 
>n Prague's outdated infrastruc- 
ure. stretching hotels, res- 
surants and bars to capacity. 
\s with Venice in rhe 197ns or 
eville in the lyRUs. a vast, 
eemingly endless influx of 
hi tors is changing the very 
ssence of the place: Prague's 
elative isolation during the 
ommunist era has made sub- 
squent changes ail the more 
jumatic. 

For anyone familiar with the 
ity before 1990. Prague has 
ecome a travesty, a touris- 
eed facsimile of the place that 
aspired Kafka to pen his 
jgjitmarish visions and Have! 
ih humanistic essays. The 
ierie, melancholic atmosphere 
yhich pervaded the city has 
pne. replaced by brash west- 
>m consumerism and by a re- 
entless catering to the lowest 
fcnominator. 

A perfect example is the old 


Prague — Venice and Chicago in one? 


town square. Staromeske 
Name.sli. one of the most 
beautiful in Europe and — 
until recently — largely un- 
changed from its |7th centurv 
heyday. Today visitors struggle 
io gel an impression of what it 
must have been like before it 
was ruined by outdoor cafes, 
last-food joints and cheap 
jewelry stalls, as well as such 
tasteless horrors as the "origin- 
al blacksmith's shoppe." While 
with a maximum of avarice and 
a minimum of good taste. 

The first assault on your 
wallet comes when you are 
charged an average of 9 per cent 
commission for changing 
money at (usually western-run) 
exchange booths; there will be 
many more — by unscrupulous 
bar-tenders, restauranteurs 
and taxi-drivers — all of whom 
are legally allowed to charge 
visitors more than the going 
Czech rates, provided the food 
or service is "in some way" 
different. If they don't get you. 
the town's growing population 
of thieves and scam merchants 
will. The problem is such rhnr 


trams and buses entering the 
centre announce over the 
speaker systems, in three lan- 
guages: “You are entering an 
area renowned for pickpockets. 
Please keep an eye on your 
belongings at all times." 

For the past three years. 
Prague has been the European 
city to see. and be seen in. 
Tourists of all generations 
from Germany, the U.S., Bri- 
tain. Italy and Spain, nut to 
mention further afield, have 
poured into the city, eager to 
crab their share of (he city of 
Rafka. 

An excellent location in the 
heart of Europe, together with 
a now fading reputation for 
being inexpensive, relatively 
"undiscovered” and “atmos- 
pheric,” has helped sustain the 
flow. At any time of the year, 
visitors are a common sight in 
the old town and on Wencesias 
Square, clutching guide books 

nobody can blame the Czechs 
for turning westwards after so 
many years of drab commun- 
ism. Prague in 1993 poses a 


King and Clinton to meet on Friday 


(Continued from page 1) 

King and President Clinton 
gre expected to review the 
work of a joint Jordanian- 
American-Israeli economic 
working group and ideas and 
proposals discussed during 
the Middle East visit in De- 
cember of U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher. 

The conclusion of an 
agreement on reopening 
Jordanian commercial banks 
in the occupied territories is 
the only concrete result so far 
of the work of the group. 
Negotiations on the accord 
had started almost one year 
before the group was formed 
daring a visit by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san to Washington in Octo- 
ber. 


Proposals for joint projects 
and American suggestions of 
“confidence-building mea- 
sures" between Jordan and 
Israel are also expected to be 
reviewed by King Hussein 
and President Clinton. 

Prime Minister Majali, 
who delayed his departure 
for Washington for a few 
days so that be could meet 
with visiting U.S. Secretary 
of Commerce Ron Brown on 
Monday, told reporters last 
week that Jordan hoped "for 
continuous support of the 
Jordanian economy and de- 
fence forces as well as debt 
reduction.” 

President Clinton has 
pledged to help Jordan in 
addressing its foreign debts, 
and diplomats say that one of 
the measures under consid- 


louse votes on draft budget today 


(Continued from page I) 


lecision by the Central Bank 
if Jordan to lift curbs on com- 
oercial bank credits was “a 
jelated one and would help 
apital flight.” 

Deputy Munir Sobar, me fli- 
er of the House Finance 
Committee, requested that the 
ole of the inspection and con- 
rol bureau be "clarified and a 
rw corresponding to its role be 
Sued." 

Some deputies requested 
ul the service and production 
wore not be restricted to the 
Jugdom's major cities and 
iat distant rural areas be 
iven proper attention in terms 


of upgraded -infrastructure and 
services. 

Deputy Mohammad Himaiti 
(Amman) limited' his speech to 
demands for infrastructure ser- 
vices in his district, pointing to 
the lack of water, electricity 
and road networks in many 
areas of his constituency. 

Deputy Nader Thuheirat 
(Irbid) railed for "easy and 
convincing means to collect 
taxes and devise legislation 
that would prevent tax dual- 
ity.” 

Ten more deputies are sche- 
duled ro take the podium to- 
day. 


4HRAM GENERAL SERVICES 


o Embassies , Diplomatics , Villa owners 

SPECIAL OFFER 

1- Sofia set cleaning 

2- All types of caipet cleaning , including 
Persian carpets . 

By modem machines and highly 
skilled workers , competiteve prices 


YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN YOUR SERVICE 


Dont hesitate to call us 696072 
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eration could be a write-off of 
part of the Kingdom's debts 
to the U.S. 

Amman owes Washington 
S946 million, including $380 
-million in military debts in- 
curred during the 1980s, 
when Jordan depended solely 
on the U.S. to equip its 
armed forces. In 1987, Jor- 
dan turned to the then Soviet 
Union for its needs of a de- 
fensive missile system after 
the Reagan administration 
flatly turned down a $1.8 
billion arms package for the 
Kingdom. 

Jordanian-American milit- 
ary ties have been renewed 
since then. Armed forces of 
the two sides held at least 
three joint military ex erases 
in the southern desert and the 
Red Sea after the end of the 
Gulf war over Kuwait in 
1991. 

General Joseph Hoar, 
head of the U.S. Central 
Command, was in Jordan last 
week on his third visit to the 
’Kingdom after assuming 
office in 1991. 

His Royal Highnes^Prjnce 
Mohammad, the Regent.' and 
Dr. Majali, who is also de- 
fence minister, held talks 
with Gen. Hoar. Ideas dis- 
cussed during the meeting are 
expected to be explored dur- 
ing the King's summit with 
President Clinton. 

Officiais and informed 
sources say that despite Presi- 
dent Clinton’s pledge id 
October, even the release of 
up to $35 million in aid to 
Jordan has -been held up. 

The administration issued 
a certification to release the 
aid on Sept. 15, one day after 
Jordan and Israel signed an 
agenda outlining the basis for 
negotiations and a peace 
agreement. 

Also expected to be raised 
during the White House 
meeting are Jordan's con- 
cerns over the de facto block- 
ade of Aqaba as part of the 
enforcement of the interna- 
tional sanctions against Iraq 
and what officials here de- 
scribe as stalling at the U.N. 
over Jordan’s requests for 
permissions for exports of 
sanction-exempt food and 
medicine to Iraq. 


stark warning to other former* 
communist countries seeking 
ro escape their unhappy past 
through such a rapid embrace 
of the free market. 

"After coming all this way. 
I'm disappointed." says Jean, a 
visitor to the city from Los 
Angeles. "This place is like 
America." Many others echo 
the complaint. 

internationalised and 
murketised with incredible 
speed, the city stands in danger 
of losing its soul, or at the very 
least, those ingredients which 
made it so special. The dangers 
were always there, given the 
city's compactness ana proxim- 
ity to Germany, but they have 
been exacerbated by Prime 
Minister Vaclav Klaus' uncri- 
tical laissez-faire and by the 
need of international criminal 
networks to expand their op- 
erations. 

The new Prague becomes 
noticeable the moment you 
leave the subway and walk 
onto the pedestrian boulevard 
Na Prikope, or into the historic 
old town centre. Your ears are 
assailed by the un-Czech 
sounds of Latin-American sal- 
sa music, or by the latest U2 
album being blasted from a 
T-shirt shop. Your eyes strain 
to take in the cornucopia of 
McDonald's wrappings being 
blown across the street or gar- 
ish stalls hawking every con- 
ceivable souvenir, produced 
and coke cans. From July 
through September, their pre- 
sence amounts to an epidemic. 
Prague's relatively cheap rents 
have also made it the latest 
stop for those determined to 
put the Bohemian back into 
Bohemia. Thousands of young 
travellers hang out on Charles 
Bridge, while post-modernist 
hippies, staggering from an ex- 
cess of the excellent, still cheap 
Czech beer, make Prague re- 
semble Haight-Ashbury in the 
1960s. 

The town's increasingly 
overstretched and demoralised 
police force finds itself unable 
to cope. Prague's position, and 
the Czech Republic’s relatively 
open borders and reputation 
for lax law enforcement have 
turned the city into a Chicago 
for the 1990s, an essential stag- 
ing post for money-launderers. 
drug-dealers and car thieves - 
from k all L over r Europe, but 
especially from - the former 



h 


the 

ine 

in 

It 

ion 

«n- 

be- 


The beauty of Prague’s famous Charles Bridge — which links the old town to the Castle District — has been 
blemished by stalls setting tourist souvenirs (WNL photo) 


a 


East bloc. Shootouts and 
armed robbery have become 
commonplace. 

The two assoa'ated phe- 
nomena account for many of 
the changes that have trans- 
formed the city in recent 
months. The famous Charles 
Bridge, a historic pedestrian 
thoroughfare linking the old 
town to the Hradcany, or Cas- 
tle District, has always been a 
magnet for visitors. Soon after 
1989, it became the haunt of 
young Czechs and foreigners, a 
place simply to sit and watch 
the passers-by. The opportun- 
ity was not ignored by the city’s 
organised criminal community 
who bought their way into the 
stalls that had sprung up along 
the bridge, selling everything 
from drawings and paintings to 
tackier representations of the 
city’s sights. 

1991-92 saw this process 
reach a climax, '-as rival gangs , 
contested the lucrative site. 



Ungaro for men reaches Jordan 


AMMAN — Abu Shakra 
Trading Agency Thursday, 
Jan. 13 held a press conference 
during which the agency's 
General Manager Raed Abu 
Shakra introduced eau de 
toilette ungaro pour 1’Homme 
III from Parfums Ungaro. 

Ms. Heather M. Tatham, 
head of communication in 
France, said: "Three years 
were enough to launch this 
unusual trio, different yet 


coherent. A touch sophisti- 
cated. ungaro pour I'Homme 
III forms the key stone of the 
ungaro house of perfumes, 
where all fragrances play their 
own role, without conflict." 

Emanuel Ungaro addresses 
himself to men who enjoy the 
company of women. He is now 
launching a third fragrance to 
flatter and satisfy their nostrils 
and make them more desir- 
able. 
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and the city’s police force 
proved itself unable to handle 
the occasional violence that 
resulted from rival claims to 
“pitches." 

The result, in 1993. is that 
control of the bridge and of 
what happens on it, has been 
passed to a private company, 
the Charles Bridge Artists 
Association, who guarantee to 
pay to the city taxes which it 
was previously unable to col- 
lect. The association employs 
private security guards who 
patrol the bridge, ensuring that 
only accredited salesmen oper- 
ate the stalls there. Dressed 
entirely in black, carrying wal- 
kie-talkies and armed with 
long black sticks, they bear a 
strong resemblance to New 
York cops. Incredibly, they 
have the right to tell pedes- 


trians what to do. Uniquely for 
any prime tourist site in a 
European city, the Charles 
Bridge has, de facto, been 
privatised. 

Private security firms have 
become a growth business in 
the new Prague, with a recent 
estimate suggesting that some 
550 operate in the capital. 
Legally, they have little more 
authority than a private 
citizen, but this has not stop- 
ped them throwing their 
weight around in the interests 
of their employers. 

Hitherto, the government 
has done little to control the 
activities of private security 
guards because they have little 
option but to co-opt their help 
in the battle against crime. 
This has led to strong resent- 
ment from Czechs who suggest 


that many of the people em- 
ployed by the security com- 
panies have criminal records 
themselves, and are in many 
ways as bad as the problem they 
are supposed to be fighting. 
Many are also reputed to be 
former employees of the StB, 
die communist secret service 
officially disbanded in 1990. 
who have not been afraid to 
use their knowledge of security 
files to their own advantage. 

This brave new world is not 
to the liking of ordinary 
Czechs. "After so many years 
of no change, we have this," 
says Olga, a resident in the old 
dty, casting a look at the end- 
less passing parade of tourists 
outside. "I don’t know what to 
say; it just doesn’t feel like 
home any more" — World 
News Link. 
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HEAVY EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 


{ COMEDAT } JORDAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT A TRADING CO. 
ANNOUNCES THE SALE OF THE FOLLOWING EQUIPMENT: 


MACHINE TYPE 

MAKE 

MODEL 

QTY. 

YEAR 

DRILLING RIGS 

INGERSOLL-RAND 

CM351 

7 

85-86 

COMPRESSORS 

INGERSOLL-RAND 

VHP700 

8 

85-86 

EXCAVATORS 

OAK 

RH75A 

4 

77-79 


OAK 

RH75C 

1 

86 


OAK 

RH40 

1 

81 

DUMPTRUCKS 

PERUNI 

DP655 

14 

77-86 


PERUN1 

131-33 

10 

89 


AVEUNG BARFORD 

RD040 

10 

81-86 

WHEEL LOADERS 

CATERPILLAR 

988 B 

2 

83-86 

BULLDOZERS 

KOMATSU 

D 155 A 

4 

81-84 

GRADERS 

AVEUNG BARFORD 

BFRD400 

1 

79 


CATERPILLAR 

130 G 

1 

76 


CATERPILLAR 

140 G 

1 

84 


N.B. ALL THE LISTED EQUIPMENT ARE ON TEMPORARY ENTRY BASIS 
INTERESTED PARTIES ARE KINDLY REQUESTED TO CONTACT THE HEAD 
OFFICE AT : JABAL AMMAN 41 ABU FIRAS ST. 4TH CIRCLE. 

PHONE: 642096 / 644096 
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U.S., GCC states negotiate 
i intellectual property rights 


■- ABU DHABI (R) — The Un- 
j ited States and Gulf Arab 
states are negotiating agree- 
,4 — ments on laws to end the sale 
1 1 and production of pirated U.S. 

; books, tapes and products in 
Z { the region, economists have 

2 | . said. 

J L> I These issues will be a prior- 
■j t ity in talks which Commerce 

3 j ~ * Secretary Ron Brown and a 

5j trade representative 

Jj j (USTR) delegation will have 
*» ; with officials from the Gulf 
! ! Cooperation Council (GCC) in 
2 1 Riy adh o n Jan. 16 and 17. 

; I USTR’s Peter Aligeier. who 
» > is visiting the United Arab 
Z ! Emirates (UAE), met Com- 
5 ‘ tnerce Minister Said Gbobasb 
; ! Tuesday. The GCC also in- 
s : eludes Saudi Arabia, Oman, 

"T Qatar, Kuwait and Bahrain. 

1. . They are due to negotiate 
agreements on protection for 
U.S. products under the 
? -jGCCs fledgling intellectual 
"property rights laws which cov- 
; & *er copyrights, trademarks and 
_:_- a $atents. 

13 “(The delegation) will also 
- fcdSscnss Saudi Arabia's inten- 
Ution to join the Universal 
; tjCopyright Convention," one 
. b- 


Gulf economist said. “Intellec- 
tual property rights are still a 
top priority in the (U.S.) admi- 
nistration.” 

The World . Intellectual 
Property Organisation, which 
administers the Universal 
Copyright Convention and 
issues uniform standards to 
protect literary and artistic 
works from piracy, has urged 
the GCC to join its conven- 
tions. 

At a seminar in Abu Dhabi 
in May in international federa- 
tion of the phonographic in- 
dustry report said factories 
throughout the Gulf “produce 
thousands of unauthorised 
music and video recordings” 
for sale in the region and Afri- 
ca. 

Economists quoted U.S. in- 
dustry figures estimating it for- 
goes revenues of Si 17 million 
to $156 million a year from 
infringements in Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE, the biggest mar- 
kets. 

They did not say whether the 
figure applied to books, tapes, 
software or a combination of 
pirated goods. Total GCC and 
U.S. trade readied $24 billion 


in 1992. 

Officials in the Gulf said any 
G< -C-U.S. multilateral accord 
wil centre on ensuring adequ- 
ate mutual intellectual proper 
rights protection. 

“There are negotiations with 
all of the GCC to agree on 
doing the same thing which 
would provide uniform protec- 
tion,” the economist said. 

Saudi Arabia, for example, 
passed copyright laws in 1990 
but they “do not protea fore- 
ign works that are not first 
published in Saudi Arabia,” 
one economist said. The UAE 
passed copyright laws in 1992, 
becoming the second of GCC 
countries to do so. 

Bahrain's first copyright law 
came into effect last June. 

Oman has a 1987 trademark 
law and is forming patent laws. 
Qatar has a trademark law 
which economists say indudes 
patent protection. Both are 
drafting copyright laws. 

The talks in Riyadh will in- 
dude the >4 white paper on 
U.S.-GCC economic and com- 
rnerdal issues for the 19905”, a 
U.S. memorandum submitted 
to the GCC m 1992. 


Qadhafi says 
he doesn’t 
care if oil 
price is zero 


TUNIS (R) — Libyan leader 
Muammer Qadhafi defying the 
threat of tougher sanctions 
from the West, said be did not 
care if the price of ml fell to 
zero, the official Libyan news 
agency JANA reported Friday. 

“We welcome the tumble of 
oil prices, even if they reach 
zero,” the agency quoted him 
as saying at a rally in the 
eastern Libyan city of Bengha- 
zi Thursday. 

“We thank God when we 
see oil prices collapse, because 
we want to prove that oil no 
longer matters to us, and that 
our interest would be served if 
oil (fid not even exist, because 
they (the West} believe that 
they can use ou to make us 
submit,” Colonel Qadhafi 
added. 

“The Libyan people can live 
without oil but they cannot live 
without independence, dignity 
and sovereignty,” he declared. 

Libya, a member of the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries, is already 
under mild trade sanctions 
from the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil. 


Solidere flotation raisos $926 million 


BEIRUT (R) - Solidere, the 
company that will rebuild war- 
shattered central Beirut, has 
said its share flotation raised 
S926 million from Lebanese 
and Arab investors. 

Announcing the result of the 
offer which dosed Monday, 
Nasser Chamaa, bead of the 
board of founders, said it 
raised $600 million from 


Lebanese citizens and $326 
million from non-Lebanese 
Arabs. 

“What we have accom- 
plished... niay.be the largest 
public share offering ever in 
the Middle East,” Mr. Chamaa 
told a news conference. 

It was “a dear statement of 
faith by the Lebanese in the 
ftrtim- of their country and its 


capital," he said. 

The total far exceeded the 
$650 million offer by Solidere, 
the Lebanese Company for the 

Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment of Beirut Central Dis- 
trict. 

Mr. Chamaa said all sub- 
scriptions by Lebanese would 
be accepted and the non- 
Lebanese Arab contribution 


would be cut back to $50 tnQ. 
lion. Some $276 millkm would 
be returned to Arab investor. 

The offer was open only to 
Lebanese and non-Lebanese 
Arabs. 


Mr. Chamaa said a sharehol- 
ders assembly would establish 
the company soon and trading 
in the shares would then start 


British interest rates on hold, minister says 



LONDON (R) — British in- 
terest rates are on hold and a 
further cut is unlikely. Treas- 
ury Minister Anthony Nelson 
said after a spate of economic 
reports Wednesday. 

Speaking on Channel 4 tele- 
vision Mr. Nelson said the gov- 
ernment “was content with the 
present monetary stance and 
the present level of interest 
rates is satisfactory in terms of 
continuing to bear down on 
inflation.** 

Mr. Nelson was speaking af- 
ter Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer (Finance Minister) Ken- 
neth Clarke and Bank of Eng- 
land Governor Eddie George 
met to discuss economic poli- 
cy, and after unemployment 
figures for December showed a 
sharp 46,800 fall to 2.77 mil- 


lion, or 9.8 per cent of the 
workforce. 

Mr. Nelson’s comments con- 
firmed a growing belief in 
financial markets that the gov- 
ernment will delay further cuts 
in base lending rates, which 
currently stand at 5.5 per cent. 

The treasury’s monthly 
■monetary report on the eco- 
nomy published Wednesday 
said economic recovery re- 
mains on course and retail 
sales growth looks strong. 

Economists said Britain is on 
course to achieve the govern- 
ment's forecast of a 2J per 
cent increase in gross domestic 
product (GDP) this year, with 
growth gradually accelerating 
throughout the year. 

But economists believe a 
rate cut still, remains on the 


sDollar expected to trade at DM 1.85 around midyear and 105 yen by end of ’94 
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Fundamental view: After surging to the DM 1.74 and yen 
113 levels in early January, the dollar has paused as favourable 
U.S. inflation data and evidence of only moderate job growth 
i; cafi into question when the Fed will need to move toward 
: tighter monetary policy. With our U.S. analysts emphasising 

I ft prospects for better-tiian-consensus growth in 1994, we remain 
jj.-ov positive on the dollar's prospects againsr European currencies. 
<_ .£i We are looking for the dollar to reach the DM/U.S.S 1.80 level 
ft in 3 months and to trade at the DM/U.S.S 1.85 level around 
midyear. But the yen should be surprisingly resilient this year 
since we expect Japan's current account surplus to remain 
large. Although further yen weakness would not be surprising 
in the near term, our 12-month target for the yen is JPY/U.S.S 
105. 

Technical view: The week ended Jan. 7 was not a 


•'S- 


n 

at 


. c: particularly good week for the U.S. dollar as five of the six 


currencies we regularly monitor posted gains against the 
greenback. The dollar was only able to manage a 0.2 per cent 
rally against the Japanese yen. The net result was a 0.8 per 
cent week-to-week decline in the dollar index. Things may not 
get easier for the index as the sentiment environment is 
overbought and both short and medium term oscillators are 
mature and peaking. This, coupled with the proximity of 
► . « • potentially important resistance at 97.50-98.00, suggests that a 
Cj K& top is near. Thus, the medium term outlook continues to 
* K favour the currencies. Nearby support is just above 94.00, with 
benchmark support at 90.29. 
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per cent currently. With our U.5. economists looking for 
above consensus-growth of as much as 3.5 per cent in 1994, we 
recently revised upward our projected path for the U.S. dollar 
against the Deutschemark. We maintain our 12-month target 
of DM/U.S.S 1.85, and expea the dollar to reach the 
DM/U.S.S 1.80 level in 3 month. . _ 

Technical view: Deutschemark gained 0.5 per cent versus 
the U.S. dollar last week. While short term sentiment is near 
overbought, medium term sentiment is near oversold. Both 
near and medium term momentum are in varying stages of 
bottoming; this, coupled with medium term sentiment and 
support near 1.75 DM/U.S.S, suggests that there is ample 
evidence for a potentially meaningful rally. In that regard, 
resistance for the currency is indicated at 1.65-1.66 DM/U.S.S. 
However, with the primary trend remaining weak, surprises 
are likely to be to the downside, and longer term objectives' 
remain at 1.75 and beyond. 

The mark/yen cross continues to trade in the 64-65 area. 
Both short and medium term momentum have been weak, 
although the latter is showing some sign of bottoming. 
Nonetheless, this, plus potential medium term strength in the 
yen, suggests that the foundation for a second leg of decline in 
the cross rate — with a possible test of the August lows below 
60 — is quite possible. 


U.S. dollar last week. At present, short term sentiment is near 
overbought, but medium term sentiment is oversold. At the 
same time, short term momentum is bottoming, while medium 
term oscillators will likely require a move back through 
lll/U.S.S to turn back up again. Since we continue to believe 
that the yen's weakness since last July is a counter trend move, 
a normal reaction should be limited to the 113-114 range and 
almost certainly not beyond 116-117. A penetration of that 
latter level would allow for a foil retracement of the 1993 rally. 
Nearby resistance is 108-109. 
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Fundamental view: The dollar surged to the DM 1.74 level 
in early January in response to evidence of robust growth in 
the U.S. in contrast to persistent weakness in Germany. 
Recent streng t h in U.S. residential construction, durable 
eq ui p men t . and consumer confidence all suggest that fourth 
quarter growth may have been as high as 6 per cent at an 
annual rate. The dollar has stalled a bit in recent days in 
response to favourable data on U.S. inflation and evidence of 
only modest job growth that calls into question when the Fed 
wiD need to tighten. But the case for lower German interest 
rates remaim compelling. German industrial production fell 
by 2.1 per cent in November to a new cyclical low, suggesting 
that the economy is faltering again after two positive quarters 
in 1993. The west German economy contrasted 1.9 per cent in 
1993, the sharpest decline in output since World War n. Wage 
settlements are expected to be moderate. 

We expea the Bundesbank to cut official interest rates by 
0.5 per cent at either the Jan. 20 couna'I meeting or in early 
February, and look for German 3-month money rates to fall to 
4.Q per cent or less by the end of this year compared with 5.5 


Japanese yen 

Fundamental view: Good inflation data and evidence of 
only moderate job growth in the U.S. has called into question 
when the Fed will need to move towards tighter monetary 
policy. This has helped the yen stabilise at the 112 level after 
declining in recent weeks. Upbeat economic data from the 
U.S. stands in sharp contrast to bleak economic news from 
Japan. This contrast has contributed to bearish sentiment 
toward tire yen in recent weeks. Japan's economy appears to 
have contracted in the fourth quarter and we expect the Bank 
of Japan to cut its discount rate soon by 0.5 per cent to a 
record low of 1.25 per ceht. Even though U.S. inflation 
remains subdued, stronger U.S. growth supports the case for a 
tightening of Fed policy in the first quarter. That prospect has 
brought across-the-board dollar strength in recent weeks as 
investors focus on the favourable trend in short-term interest 
rate differentials between the U.S. and Japan. 


Fundamental view: The British pound surged to a six-month . 
high against the Deutschemark, reaching DM/: 2.61. Sterling 
also rose against the dollar to USD/: 1.50. The pound is 
already above our 3-month forecast of DM/: 2.60, and dose to 
our 12-month projection of DM/: 2.65. Recent evidence of 
buoyant consumer spending and a much sharper than experted' 
fall in December unemployment gave rise to expectations that 
the U.K. government will deride against an early cut in 
interest rates. If the pound soars further, however, the Bank 
of England would be pressured to cut rates to protea the 
competitiveness of U.K. exporters. We continue to expea a 50 
basis point rate cut later this year to offset fiscal contraction. 
We believe that faster growth poses little inflation risk to an 
economy with substantia] spare capacity . 

We are* projecting a Tnrffier rise in' (he pound versus the 
currencies of continental Europe in 1994 because the U.K. 
economy is expected to grow at above-trend 2.7 per cent 
compared to below 1 per cent on the continent. We expea 
short-term continental European rates to decline by a further 
175 basis points by the end of 1994. We are forecasting pound 
depredation to U.S.5/: 1.43 in 12 months as U.S. short-term 
interest rates rise by 50 to 75 basis points by the end of 1994. 


We have adjusted upward our projected path for the U.S. 
dollar this year, but still think the yen will rise again as trade 
and current account developments overshadow interest rate 
and business cycle faaors. Japan recorded a huge S17 billion 
outflow of long-term capital in November. If that pace of 
capital outflow — which we view as unsustainable — con- 
tinued in December it would help explain the yen's recent 
weakness. We look for the yen to trade at the JPY/U.S.S 105 
level in 12 months. 

Technical view: The Japanese yen was the only currency of__ 
the six that we regularly monitor that lost ground against the" 


Technical view: The British pound rallied 0.9 per cent 
versus the U.S. dollar during the week ended Jan. 7. The 
currency continues to trade within a 1.47-1.51 U.S./: range 
while tioth short and medium term momentum oscillators 
appear to be bottoming. Similarly, both short and medium 
term sentiment indicators are at or near oversold readings. 
Our long-standing support/resistance parameters remain un- 
changed: A break down through S1.46-S1.47 would imply a 
potential test of important long term support at S1.40-S1.42, 
while a rally through SI .55 would set the stage for a challenge 
of long term resistance at S1.60. 


The relative strength of sterling is rcflerted in the DM 
cross-rate, which has recently tested long-standing resistance 
at 2.59. While, short term momentum is constructive, medium 
term oscillators appear to be peaking. This would suggest that 
while still higher highs arc possible over the near term, an 
intermediate peak is not that far off. Nearby support exists at 
2.53-2.54. 



agenda to offset sharp tax rises 
doe in April which will cost the 
average family an extra £10 
($14.97) a week. 

“I thunk we will see a half 
point rate cut but not until the 
end of March,” said Darren 
Winder, economist at Warburg 
Securities in London. 

But there is one big factor 
which could prompt the au- 
thorities to opt for a rate cut 
sooner than the markets expea 
— the strength of sterling. 

Exporters complain about 
the loss of their competitive- 
ness when sterling rises above 
2.60 marks and sustained 
strength above that level could 
yet prompt an early cut, eco- 
nomists said. 

Employment Secretary 
David Hunt said unemploy- 
ment was now on a firm down- 
ward trend, and he contrasted 
the improvement in the British 
economy with the continuing 
slump in continental Europe. 

“The United Kingdom is the 
only country in the European 
Union where unemployment 
is... on a firm downward 
trend,” Mr. Hunt said, adding 
that Britain's flexible, dereg- 
ulated labour market was to 
thank for that. 

In its monthly report on the 
economy published Wednes- 


day, the treasury said, “latest 
monthly indicators confirm the 
picture of further recoveiy," it 

* - . ■ ■ ^ i .• i 


S ainted in particular to the job. 


igures as well as rising retail 
sales and strong car sales. 

However, the Department 
of Employment said jobs were 
still being shed in the manufac- 
turing sector, and another big 
bank. National Westminister, 
announced fresh job cuts on 
Wednesday. Natwest is slicing 
another 4,000 jobs this year 
from its British workforce of 
80,000, in addition to the 

15.000 jobs that have gone 
under a five-year plan due for 
completion this year. 

On Monday, rival bank 
Barclays announced job cuts of 

3.000 stretched over two years, 
again in addition to an existing 
redundancy programme. Many 
finan cial-sector firms are step- 
ping up the introduction of 
new technology and shedding 
jobs. 

Latest data from the Depart- 
ment of Employment pub- 
lished Wednesday showed that 
,7,000 jobs were lost in manu- 
facturing industry in Novem- 
ber. but employment in the 
whole economy rose by 91,000 
in the third quarter, boosted by 
job creation in the service sec- 
tor. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY JANUARY 15, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES; 
Allow time to engage in your 
favourite hobby today as you 
mull over long range possibilities- 
and put the recent past in dear 
perspective. Don't allow a wor- 
rywart to intrude into yOUhfcrow^* 
dedspace. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Many unusual events occur today 
and tonight that win help you to 
clear up your affairs as well as 
make possible many moments 
with those you truly like. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Be sure to handle important 
affairs that family demand or you 
have trouble in the future. Be 
basic and you gel excellent re- 
sults. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
While today's mail may hold 
pretty exciting things, remain 
calm and sensible since tomor- 
row’s prosperity may depend 
upon h. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) By contacting and listen- 


soon start an uptrend in all of 
your affairs, but be very sure you 
keep ideas secret or they can be 
pirated. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
bf t 22) An unexpected and wel- 
come invitation can be yours 
-today. Accept it eagerly and be 
very social. Meet new friends 
through old ones and thereby 
make the future brighter, hap- 
pier. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) This is an excel- 
lent day to contact powerful indi- 
viduals with regard *o your spe- 
cial talents ana also to make a 
fine impression on the public 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Look into new 
systems and outlets on this free 
day and impress others with yarn 
ability and wisdom in keeping up 
with the times. 


ing carefully to experts in busi- 
financial 


ness and financial circles, you 
can today start a whole new 
upswing in all of your affairs. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Gel 
busy at activities that bring far 
greater success and the fame you 
desire. Evening is particularly 
fine for making new contacts 
socially that will be very helpful 
in the future. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Contact an expert 
for the wisest and most unique 
way to solve that personal prob- 
lem that is vexing you during this 
period of time. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Take advantage of 
opportunity afforded you today 
to cement ties with far-sighted 
partners at social affairs or places 
of recreation. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Be quiet study into new 
outlets, you find that you can 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) By being cheerful, you get a 
whole new outlook on future 
plans and activities- Discuss 
ideas with fellow associates infor- 
mally. 
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ACROSS 
1 Maxim 
6 Gastropod 
IT CusMon 
M Duufcto agents 
15 Trunk angry 

18 Ha** (MM, 

IT Ooirton 

19 Wrtier Fleming 

20 Ptruae euck 

21 Honey drink 

22 American! 

24 Precbee boning 
26 Couch 
77 ARctmcm 
30 Putaatng 

32 Note two 
fc-ragutgrty 

33 Adhesive 

34 Finn Implement 

37 Court leqiure 

38 Letter pouch 

41 — Khan 

42 Actress Artone 
44 Money Dtayera 

43 TVs Lou Gram 
47 Mftinout umaaty 

49 SOMdor 9 

COUCH 

50 Mountainous 

52 Lane 

53 Now Zealand 

54 Pis da — 
SGGutttobase 
GO Ones** 

fit Sewn s 
Mkfflnc stylo 

64 Atuia tor one 

65 Pass mo law 

66 Cannon veaey 

67 Alow 

68 Rood race 
69F#h 
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DOWN 

1 units 

2 Calamitous fate 

3 ■Ifienocs 
ten — - 

4 Origin 

5 Pounded- «06r. 

8 Newscaster 
Motley 

? Variable star 
0 Dry 

9 Resident luffii 


10 A8A memoar 
It Blunity 
l! Consctt’js 
13 Thick 

IB Muscat and — 
23 Over 

25 Sonnet 

26 Mots' home 

27 Tear 

28 Plane surface 

29 Relevant 

30 Metal mtaure 

31 Vats 

33 G*son or 
cnonrakWow 

35 Curved maiding 

36 Blemish v 

39 " .Dakoa 
In— - 

40 Horae's 
pacs 

43 Don 

40 Leameo one 

48 Concealed 
marksman 

49 Vehicle lor 
Do Who 
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50 and mo 
Ntgm Viators" 

51 Onedme 
cowtxiy star 
Laah 

UCeuBung 

material 
54 Watch Toce 


55 Latter adjunct; 
nbbr 

57 Metric wo*stt, 
tar short ' 

58 Iftvttattjn lews 

59 OT prophet 

62 — shoestring 

63 Hafludnogen 
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Arabs to discuss economic reforms this month 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
officials will gather in the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) this 
month to discuss reforms they 
launched live years ago to re- 
vive their economies that have 
been smothered by state con- 
trol and wars. 

The Jan. 25-26 conference, 
to be attended by experts from 
the World Bank ana Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), 
will focus on the role of finan- 
cial policies and stock markets 
in reforms, the Arab Monetary 
Fund (AMF) said. 

“It will cover the role of 
financial reforms in economic 
reform programmes in Arab 
countries and development of 
burgeoning stock markets to 
facilitate investment flow,” it 
said in a statement. 

The Abu Dhabi-based fund 
is sponsoring the meeting, part 
of ns attempts to encourage 
reforms in its members after 
their economic problems per- 
sisted despite large cash in- 
flow, which exceeded $370 bil- 


lion in 20 years. 

Egypt, Jordan, Morocco and 
other Arab states have carried 
out reforms, including priva- 
tisation, but the process has 
been slow. 

Decades of state control, 
political instability and mis- 
management of funds have 
kept the economies of most 
Arab nation, except the oil- 
rich countries in the Gulf, 
under stress, with their foreign 
debt steadily rising to more 
than $150 billion in 1991 from 
around $115 billion in 1985. 

. Debt servicing also in- 
creased to around $16.8 billion 
from $10.4 billion in the same 
period. Other economic prob- 
lems indude slow growth, high 
unemployment rates, low in- 
vestments and budget deficits, 
and a persistent gap in trade 
and balance of payments. 

“The reforms have started to 
yield results in some Arab 
states but more steps are still 
needed,” the AMF said in a 
report. 
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the professionals 

ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

MCKMG. AIR FREKjHI - 
FORWfcROMG. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, R ESE RVATIONS. 

AMIN KAMARASONS 

wm. 604 (j 76 6Q4696 ^ 
POBOX 7606 


Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 


S5S. 



SSmpfy, The Best 

Value idl Amman udimm 


ATM05 TO 

CREATORS 

TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

OpmnVi^FnmlMPJllolNAJI 

Enp(SantafFfOB4J0PJIto3MAJI 

Tuaaday Cloud 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmetsani 


AfMfcGACoBwfai 

SELECT HOTEL 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying 

leading world currendes and gold against 

on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets. 

|U.S. S1.00 costs U168£8 §£££? 

L9586/96 Dutch guilders 

~- m L4810/20 

36 49/53 Belgian francs 

•• 5.9355/05 French francs 

1705.8/7.3 Italian “* 

111.25/35 Japanese yen 

o 1643/43 Swedish crowns 

7 5400/50 Norwegian crowns 

Danish crowns 


One visit will make yon 
a steady , we beBevefll 


LARA SALON AND 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 
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' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongollao Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 ■ 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30- Midnight / 


( JBnwik j 

\ I K N J 

DcatauranL Tapeua 

Jebel Amman, 3rd curie 
. Tel. 61 50 61 


AVIS 


Wc try harder. 



Ei 699-420 


It said the debt problem had 
eased, with the foreign debt of 
Arab states, except Libya, 
Iraq, Algeria and Gulf nations, 
declining by three per cent to 
108 per cent of their gross 
domestic product. Debt servic- 
ing also dropped to 1S.9 per 
cent from 21 per cent of their 
exports. 

The report said Arab states 
which have no stock markets 
needed to open floors to en- 
sure the success of reforms. 


Only 10 of the Arab 
League’s 22 members have 
stock exchanges but most of 
them have remained dull as 
they are dosed to foreign in- 
vestors. More than 1,100 banks 
and companies trade their 
shares in those markets and 
their market capitalisation 
stood at around $35 billion in 
1991. 

Economic reforms in the 
Arab region gained momen- 
tum after the Gulf war, which 


has drained the coffers of Gulf 
states and consequently hit 
their aid to fellow league mem- 
bers, depriving them from a 
key source of income. 

Official figures showed the 
six Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states — Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, 
Kuwait and the UAE — gave 
only around $4 billion in the 
two years that followed the 
Gulf war compared with an 


average $6 billion a year in-the 
early 1980s. ? . 

The aid began to dedine 
when oil prices weakened in 
the second half of 1980s* It 
stood at around S14 billion 
between 1985 and 1989 com- 
pared with S30.4 billion be- 
tween 1980 and 1984. • 


British Aerospace to cut 830 jobs 


LONDON (AFP) — British 
Aerospace (BAE) said Friday 
it would cut 830 jobs this year 
with 580 of them going at its 
regional jets division in order 
to maintain competitiveness in 
a difficult market. 

The British group said it 
would cut the bulk of the jobs 
at its 3,000-strong Avro divi- 
sion plant at Woodford in 
northwest England, “in order 
to _ remain as competitive as 


possible in a market that is still 
in recession,” a spokesman 
said. 

A total of 150 jobs would be 
lost at its plant at Chadderton, 
near Manchester also in the 
northwest, the group said. 

BAE said it hoped the re- 
dundancies would be agreed 
voluntarily but said some 
might have to be forced. 

The move was "not directly 
connected” to the suspension 


of its year-long negotiations 
with the Taiwan Aerospace 
Corporation (TAC) over plans 
to form a joint-venture in the 
regional jets business. 

‘We have not yet reached an 
agreement,” BAE said “but 
we are still in contact with 
them.” “We are not negotiat- 
ing at the moment," the 
spokesman admitted, “but we 
intend to start negotiations 
again. We don't know when.” 
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INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
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YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE • 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
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EASTERN SER VICES 
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in Jordan 
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Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service* 

Develop , your colour film at 
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The First Class Hotel in 
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Kitchenette In every room-J 
“Satellite T.V. Reception” 
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World News 


Norway’s 
Holst 
mourned 
as peace 


OSLO i R) — Norwegian Fore- 
ign Minister Johan Joergcn 
Holst, who died unexpectedly 
Thursday, was mourned 
around the world as a vital 
force behind the historic peace 
deal between Israel and the 
PLO. 

Mr. Holst. 5n. in hospital to 
recover from a stroke last 
month, apparently died from a 
new stroke during the night, 
his doctor said. He had worked 
tirelessly in 1993. when Nor- 
way hosted at least 14 secret 
meetings between the PLO 
and Israel. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said: "The state of 
Israel will remember Johan 
Jorge n Holst as the person who 
succeeded in bringing the dis- 
tant together, in overcoming 
the enmity of generations and 
in laying foundations for peace 
in the Middle East." 

In Tunis. PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat said in a mes- 
sage of condolence: "This is a 
big loss... We lost with his 
early departure one of the sin- 
ce rest friends of our Palesti- 
nian people." , 

He said Mr. Holst's efforts 
had enabled the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO)' 
and Israel to recognise each; 
other. The two sides signed aj 
deal on limited Palestinian! 
autonomy in the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank town of Jericho 
in Washington last September, 
f At that time. Mr. Holst said 

I he felt humbled by what he 
called "a little role" in the 
a talks. 

j U.S. Secretary of State War- 
Jren Christopher praised Mr. 
j Holst as “a man of high ideals 
land integrity" who helped lay 
sthe groundwork for the peace 
'accord. 

He said in a statement dur- 
ing a visit to Moscow that Mr. 
Holst's "personal commitment 
to reconciliation and peace in 
the Middle East will stand ns a 
work of hope and life for the 
people of the region." 


He said Mr. Holst hud 
helped create the environment 
that made possible the agree- 
ment between the Palestine 
Liberation Oreanisution 
(PLO) and Israel. 

“Foreign Minister Holst's 
nurturing of the hopes for 
peace of peoples far flung from 
Norway's shores made him a 
symbol of Norway's own 
values." he said. 

Mr. Christopher said he 
learned of Mr. Holst's death 
“with the deepest sorrow." 

“I worked closely with 
Johan and knew him to be a 
man of high ideals and integri- 
ty. He will be sorely missed. 
Our thoughts are with his fami- 
ly and the people of Norway." 
he said. 

Flags flew at half mast 
throughout Norway and Prime 
Minister Gro Harlem Brundt- 
Jand began a cabinet meeting 
with a minute's silence after 
paying tribute to Mr. Holst and 
his family. 

The PLO said it had decided 
to name a main road and a 
square in Jericho after Mr. 
Holst and would send a high- 
ranking delegation to his 
funeral. No date has vet been 


Mr. Holst suffered a stroke 
on Dec. lb. but was moved 
Wednesday from the National 
Hospital in central Oslo to 
Sunnuas Hospital outside the 
city — on belief he was over 
the worst. 

Before his first stroke last 
month, he had spent a week in 
hospital suffering from exhaus- 
tion after a hectic autumn dur- 
ing which he said he barely 
slept. 

This week he was nominated 
by a German politician for the 
1994 Nobel Peace Prize. But 
the Norwegian guardians of 
the prize are barred by a 1974 
rule from awarding it post- 
humously. 

The late U.N. Secretary- 
General. Due HammaR>kjoId, 
was the only peace laureate to 
win posthumously, in 1961. 

Although the peace deal was 
signed in Washington in 
September. Israel and the PLO 
are still wrangling over how to 
implement it. 


Mr. Hoist and four other 
Norwegian mediators, includ- 
ing his wife Marianne Heiberg, 
a Middle East researcher, pro- 
vided Israeli and PLO nego- 
tiators with an informal family 
atmosphere in the secret meet- 
ings. 

A former defence minister 
with an encyclopaedic know- 
ledge of international affairs. 
Mr? Hoist became foreign 
minister in April. 

It was not clear who would 
replace Mr. Holst. 


Army: OIovo fight could 
decide fate of Bosnia 



IORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, JANUARY IS, 194. ^ Mt* 

A 


TUZLA. Bosnia-Herzegovina 
(AP) — Serbs fought Muslim- 
led government troops north- 
east of Sarajevo Friday in what 
a Bosnian army spokesman 
called a “life or death" battle 
that could decide the war. 

Both sides poured huge rein- 
forcements into frontline fight- 
ing near OIovo and Vares. said 
the spokesman. Ekrem Avdic. 

The Serbs are trying to sever 
a sleeve of government-held 
territory before a new round of 
peace talks on Jan. IS. If part 
of the corridor is captured it 
would cut off other Muslim- 
held towns from reinforcement 
and might force Bosnian gov- 
ernment acceptance of the 
U.N. -sponsored peace plan. 

The Serbs are pushing north- 
west toward their holding in 
northern Bosnia. If successful, 
they will cut off the govern- 
ment strongholds of Tuzla and 
Zenica from each other and 
other government-held terri- 
tory to the' south. 

Tuzla is a Muslim stronghold 
whose pre-war population of 
J 30.000 hs more than tripled 
with refugees, most U.N. aid 
to Tuzla comes in from Serbia, 
and access depends on Bosnian 
Serbs controlling northern 
Bosnia. 

“A decisive battle is taking 
place now." Mr. Avdic told the 


Associated Press. “it*s a battle 
for Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
actually. IT they can cut us in 
pieces, it would be easier to 
deal with us. 

"We're expecting a fight for 
life or death. There are huge 
forces on both sides." said Mr. 
Avdic. whose Bosnian army 
2nd Corps is responsible for 
the OIovo area. “We rein- 
forced all frontlines because 
we are aware of the import- 
ance of this front line for the 
entire state." 

The Serb army claimed 
Thursday that its troops sent 
Muslim-led government sol- 
diers fleeing' after breaching 
defence line's near OIovo. 25 
miles (40 kilometres) north of 
the capital. Sarajevo. The Bos- 
nian government denied that 
and said its lines of defence 
were stable. 

Bosnian Radio said more 
than 1.000 shells hit Olovo's 
southern front Thursday. It 
also reported clashes on fronts 
further east. 

Tuzla came under sporadic 
shelling Thursday that left at 
least three people dead and 
four wounded. 

The United Nations have for 
months pressed Serbs open 
Tuzla's airport to allow more 
aid in. but the Serbs have 
refused, opening the airport 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pro-Communist leads Russian Duma 


MOSCOW (R) — The lower chamber of Russia's new 
parliament elected as its speaker Friday a Communist hostile 
to President Boris Yeltsin's market economic reforms. Ivan 
Rybkin. a member of the Agrarian Bloc with an orthodox 
Communist background, won 223 votes in a secret poll, giving 
him the overall majority he needed for the post. His rival, 
nationalist former weightlifter Yuri Vlasov, had effectively 
withdrawn from the race just before the final run-off vote", 
saying he was going to back Mr. Rybkin. Rybkin's election 
and tnc failure of any pro-reform candidate to reach the final 
vote will be a blow to Mr. Yeltsin and underline the difficulties 
he faces in the legislature he created. In conceding in favour of 
Mr. Rybkin. Mr. Vlasov demonstrated a cooperation across 
nationalist-Communist lines that pro-reform groups dramati- 
cally failed to muster in early votes. 


37 die in Thai coach accident 


BANGKOK (R) — Thirty-seven people were ‘killed in 
northern Thailand Friday when a coach and an 18-wheel truck 
crashed head-on at full speed, police said. The vehicles burned 
fiercely and it took rescue workers six hours to extract the 
■ bodies, they said. “Some victims were reduced to ashes.", a 
police officer told reporters. Highway police in Tak province. 
420 kilometres north of Bangkok, said the crash occurred 
about 1 a.m. A foreign couple, either Chinese or Japanese, 
were among the dead. The Chaiyasit Tour Company, which 
operated the bus. said 36 people were aboard when it left the 
northern city of Chiangmai for Bangkok. There were 32 
passengers, two drivers, a bus boy and a hostess. The driver 
and two others in the truck, which was carrying dry cement, 
were crushed to death, police said. Two Thai bus passengers 
were thrown from the vehicle and were being treated at a local 
hospital. 


39 killed in Indian road accident 


NEW DELHI (R) — At least 39 people were killed and 29 
injured when a bus fell into a river in the eastern Indian state 
of Bihar, the United News of India news agency said. It said 
the bus. which was taking pilgrims to a Hindu religious fair, 
crashed through a bridge railing. The dead included 18 women 
and a child. 


Chinese minister to visit France 


PARIS |R) — China's foreign minister will visit Paris this 
month in a thaw in relations that France hopes wilt yield 
lucrative contracts, but which the Socialist opposition and the 
far right criticised as humiliating. Diplomatic sources said 
Foreign Minister Oian Oichen's trip signalled return to 
friendlier ties after France promised in ~a joint statement 
Wednesday to stop selling arms to Taiwan. Socialist opposi- 
tion leader Michel Rocard accused the conservative govern- 
ment of dishonouring France and extreme right National Front 
leader Jean-Marie Le Pen said Paris was grovelling to a 
“corrupt and discredited Communist regime." But French 
newspapers welcomed the reconciliation as economically 
realistic, if inelegant. To end a 15-month virtual economic 
boycott by Beijing over France's sale of advanced Mirage 
fighters to Taipei. France pledged Wednesday not to sell more 
weapons to Taiwan and reaffirmed that it recognised China's 
claim to Taiwan. "It is unintelligent, a miscalculation and 
undignified." Mr. Rocard. a former prime minister, told 
Europe I Radio. "France has dishonoured itself." In Beijing. 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Wu Jianmin said China believed 
ties with France would improve gradually. 


Russian spacecraft returns to earth 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia's 14th expedition to the orbiting 
space station Mir returned to earth Friday in Kazakhstan 
aboard a Sovuz spacecraft carrying two cosmonauts who spent 
197 days in space. Vassily Tsybliyev and Alexander Serebrov 
carried out experiments for the Academy of Sciences here and 
for foreign firms. ITAR-TASS news agency reported. Russian 
radio said the Soyuz had struck the Mir during a final 
inspection by the cosmonauts, but there was no confirmation 
from flight control at from Baikonu' nor from the military's 
space division. Tsybliyev and Serebrov were replaced in the 
Mir station by cosmonauts Yuri Usachov. Viktor Afanasiev 
and Valery Poliakov who had blasted off aboard a Soyuz 
spacecraft from Baikonur last Saturday. Poliakov, a doctor, 
will try to stay in space for 42" days to beat the current world 
record of 366 davs. 


Hubble repair ‘exceeds goals’ 


GREENBELT. Md (R) — New images from the Hubble 
space telescope show that the space-walking mission to repair 
its blurted vision succeeded beyond NASA’s own expecta- 
tions. space agency chief Daniel Goldin said Thursday. “It is 
exceeding what our goal was... the spacecraft is operating 
beyond our ambirion." Mr. Goldin told a news conference. 
“The trouble with Hubble is over." said Senator Barbara 
Mikulski. a Maryland Democrat who heads a key congression- 
al panel that monitors the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA). Mr. Golden and Gen. Mikulski 
appeared at a news conference at the Goddard Space Flight 
Centre outside Washington, where the space agency was 
releasing the first images from the telescope since its repair bv 
NASA astronauts a month aeo. 


would permit an airlift similar 
to the one keeping Sarajevo 
alive. 

The Serbs have Tuzla and its 
3 i port within artillery range, 
and have shown no signs of 
bending despite NATO indica- 
tions it would bomb Serb posi- 
tions if the airport remained 
closed. 

However. Serbs have con- 
ceded on another NATO de- 
mand and were permitting the 
rotation of U.N. troops from 
besieged Srebrenica. 7(J 
kilometres (40 miles) southeast 
of Tuzla, U.N. peacekeeper 
spokesman Lr. Col. Bit Aik- 
man said. 

The United Nations for 
weeks has been trying to re- 
place about 150 candidates 
with Dutch peacekeepers. 

In a separate battle, govern- 
ment troops fought house to- 
house their campaign against 
Bosnian Croats in the Vitez- 
Busovaca pocket. 

Croat forces used helicop- 
ters and jets in central Bosnia 
on Thursday and early Friday 
helicopters directed jets firing 
on a government ammunition 
factory." Mr. Aikman said. 

Bosnian government troops 
have recently made advances 
in central Bosnia, squeezing 
Bosnian Croats into two en- 
claves. 


French left 
mobilises 


against 

Balladur 


PARIS (AFP) — The French 
left is pressing ahead with 
plans for a massive demonstra- 
tion here Sunday after claiming 
victory in a row with the con- 
servative govemmenr over pri- 
vate school funding. 

The left hoped to convert a 
try into a goal after the nine 
“wise men" of France’s Consti- 
tutional Court cancelled the 
key part of a controversial 
education bill that had revived 
the country’s long-running 
"schools war.” 

The Paris demonstration was 
originally planned to protest 
the new legislation which 
granted unlimited use of public 
funds to the. country's privrte, 
mainly Catholic.- schools. 

But the court slapped it 
down, ruling that the central 
article of the bill was unconsti- 
tutional because it upset the 
balance between the state and 
private school systems. 

A crowd of between 300.000 
and 350,000 was expected to 
march through the city for 
most of the day Junday, group- 
ing teachers, students and pa- 
rents' associations, trade un- 
ions and freemasons as well as 
Socialists and Communists. 

Organisers hired 66 special 
trains and 1,800 buses to bring 
demonstrators into the capital 
from the provinces. 

The court ruling was the 
left's first victory over con- 
servative Prime Minister 
Edourard Balladur since it was 
heavily defeated in legislative 
elections last March. 


Socialist Party leader Michel 
Rocard is eager to capitalise on 
the win as bis party prepares 
for a series of conferences 
aimed at building a broad 
centre-left coalition ahead of 
next year's presidential elec- 
tions, 

Mr. Rocard termed the rul- 
ing a “victory" for the left and 
renewed his calls for a big 
turnout Sunday. 

Mr. Balladur. who had come 
under fire from both left and 
right after the education bill 
was rushed through the Senate 
last month in the middle of the 
night, beat a hasty retreat after 
the court ruling. 

Government spokesman 
Nicolas Sarkozy said it would 
be “imprudent" to submit a 
new education bill for th e mo- 
ment while Education Minister 
Francois Bayrou called for “di-* 
alogue" and' said he wanted to 
"restore the self-confidence of 
the state education system." 

One reason for going ahead 
with Sunday's demonstration 
was the difficulty of calling ii 
off at short notice, but Mr. 
Balladur will be carefully 
watching the turnout and hop- 
ing that the cancellation of the 
law will dampen enthusiasm. 

It was undoubtedly a rever- 
sal for the prime minister but 
this was preferable to bcingi 
forced to defend an increasing- 
ly indefensible corner, analysts 
said. 

Although Mr. Bailadur has 
been consistently popular in 
opinion polls since become 
prime minister in April, the 
schools law was definitely un- 
popular. with most people be- 
lieving that additional funds 
for private schools could only 
come at the expense of the 
public school system. 
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Tens of thousands march to demand on end to the army suppression or the indigenous uprising in 
Chiapas. Mexico (AFP photo) 

Mexican envoy seeks talks with rebels 

■caw roicTHRAi ivp i ac Thursday. the firat few days of the up- 


SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS 
CASA. Mexico (R) — Mex- 
ico's Peace Commissioner 
Manuel Camacho Solis pur- 
sued peace talks with rebels 
who have staged a bloody up- 
rising m the 'impoverished 
southern state ol Chiapas. 

Mr. Camacho met with 
church and indigenous repre- 
sentatives here in his quest to 
find the elusive Zapatista 
National Liberation Army 
(EZLN) and hinted that he 
was nearing a breakthrough. 

"In the course ol yesterday 
and this morning 1 have re- 
ceived one or two messages 
through people, the first signs 
of a possibility of communica- 
tion have appeared.” Mr. 
Camacho told a news confer- 


Thursday. 

President Salinas culled a 
unilateral army ceasefire 
Wednesday, ordering troops to 
fire only if attacked by the 
rebels. 

I Ic described his action as “a 
message of reconciliation 
peace and respect for human 
rights." adding that he would 
pardon guerrillas who lay 
down their arms. 


rising. 

He said there continued to 


Residents of the tourist city 
of San Cri.sroh;jJ De Las Casas. 


“The next communication 
we will make — unless there is 
some important news — will he 
at 10 a.m. (Friday)," he said. 

Mr. Camacho, a close ally of 
President Carlos Salinas De 
Gortari. was Mexico's foreign 
minister before being named ui 
his new post Monday. 

More than ,,W J people Have 
died in batik . between the 
2.(XKl-strong peasant army and 
the Mexican army, hut there 
was little news of combat 


the first town seized by the 
rebels on Jan. 1. held a peace 
march Wednesday in the colo- 
nial town square. 

Shops and restaurants 
reopened and business activi- 
ties appeared to return to nor- 
mal as optimism prevailed on 
the second day of the ceasefire. 

But there were fears about 
what human rights workers 
might find as they began their 
exploration of the small com- 
munities in the conflict zone. 

“I think there were a lot of 
executions in Ocosingo.” a 
small town some 60 kilometres 
from San Cristobal, said 
Arturo Solis, of the Centre for 
Frontier Studies and Promo- 
tion of Human Rights of 
Reynosa in the northern state 
of Tamuulipas. Ocvsingo saw 
some of the heaviest fighting in 


be a heavy military presence in 
many towns that frightened the 
inhabitants. 

Mr. Camacho stressed the 
language difficulties involved 
in negotiating with indigenous 
people. 

Each of our Western words, 
each of the words in the world 
media, does not necessarily 
have the same meaning for the 
indigenous communities in the 
mountains of Chiapas." he 
said. 

He was accompanied part of 
the day Thursday by repre- 
sentatives of the American In- 
dian Movement, the U.S. Indi- 
an activist group which has 
come to Mexico io help 
Chiapas’ indigenous people. 

The Zapatistas, many of 
whom arc descendants of the 
.ancient Mayan civilisation, say 
they are fighting for indigenous 
rights and” the return of their 
ancestral lands. 


The rebels take their name 
from Mexican revolution hero 
Emiliano Zapata and have 
issued calls from peace talks, 
hut only under conditions that 
include". i ceasefire and their 
army returning to its bases. 


Australian bushfire crisis over 


SYDNEY (R) — The worst 
fire crisis in Australia in 200 
years is over, relieved firefigh- 
ters said Friday. 

“We've won", newspaper 


The infernos, which killed 
four people, destroyed about 
200 homes and burned 600.000 
hectares (1.5 million acres) of 
land, have caused about' S100 


Tasmania that destroyed 1.400 
homes. 


posters screamecL'in^rc^raVi 1 ' p - million" M <Kthace , .- : 
a«d Sydney. • - . a.iOUw.*.. 


“Hundreds of reirlforcemeru 
Firefighters who were flown, 
bused and trucked into the 
state of New South Wales to 
battle more than 100 out-of- 
control blazes over the past 16 
days will be sent home on the 
weekend. 

“I caan say the worst is 
over." Phil Koperbcrg. com- 
mander of the state's Bushfire 
Services, said Friday. “The cri- 
tical threat to communities 
around* the stale is over, but 
the mopping up is still to be 
done. It has been hell." 

While many fires still burned 
across the state, all were in 
unpopulated areas and most 
were under control. 

Cooler temperatures and 
gentler winds over the past 
three days allowed firefighters 
to undertake extensive control 
burning, which deprives fires 
of fuel, and water-bombing. 

Nc w South Wales 
announced that its total ban on 
fires would be lifted at mid- 
night Friday. 


As .firefighters mopped up. 
Australia began an outpouring 
of nationalism rarely seen in 


this country except in the 
sporting arena, while millions 


of dollars in donations to fire 
relief funds poured in from all 
over the world. 


“These fires have been so 
severe that for the first time 
Australia — as a nation — has 
come together as one to con- 
duct a battle against such a 
difficult, unpredictable force." 
New South Wales Premier 
John Fahey said. 

“The fires have been the 
worst in living memory and 
have shown that in the face of 
severe adversity. Australians 
can work together to beat 
enormous odds." he said, 

Bushfire*. along with floods 
and drought, arc part of the 
Australian mythology. History 
books are full of their death 
tolls. In 1938, 46 people died in 
Victoria in a bushfire out- 
break. In 1967. 62 people died 
in an outbreak in the state of 


The battles against the latest 
fires have revived . images of 
..the first .settlers.. who arrived 
here 200 years ago and carved 
.a nation" from a. hostile en- 
vironment. 

The thousands of firefigh- 
ters who saved New South 
Wales (NSW) were not profes- 
sionals but volunteers — plum- 
bers. clerks, company direc- 
tors. teachers. 

The country's media Friday- 
paid homage to firefighters, 
who it said exemplified the 
Australian spirit of 
"mateship". 

"They are strangers who 
saved us from hell," the Tele- 
graph Mirror newspaper said. 
"As homes and parks burned 
and streets became infernos, a 
breed of hero we had forgotien 
existed took up arms against 
the worst fires in memory." 


The newspaper ran a special 
12-page lift-out listing the 
names of 20JXHJ heroes and 
heroines. Its poster announc- 
ing the "honour roll of heroes” 
evoked images of Australia's 
World War I soldiers, who 
fought on the shores of Galli- 
poli. Turkcv. 


Homes-for-votes scandal hits Major 


LONDON (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Major, 
reeling under sex and financial 
scandals involving Conserva- 
tive politicians, suffered a new 
blow when a leading Conserva- 
tive local council was accused 
of homes-for-votes rigging. 

But Conservative Party 
sources said ministers were 
now closing ranks to marshal a 
powerful fight-back again m 
damaging revelations which 
have overshadowed Britain's 
economic recovery and under- 
mined Mr. Major's "hack-io- 
basics" moral crusade. 

“I came back (from abroad) 
to find a kind of hysteria 
spreading with allegations 
which arc unsustainable 
against any political party in- 
this country that suddenly 
we've abandoned our stan- 
dards and principles." said 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
(Finance Minister) Kenneth 
Clarke. 

An opinion poll in Friday's 
Daily Telegraph made gloomy 
reading for the embattled 
prime minister. It said 46,5 per 
cent of voters now hacked the 
opposition Labour Party, com- 
pared with waning Conserva- 
tive support at 25.5 per cent. 

Auditor John MagtK said 
members and officers of West- 
minster Council in central Lon- 
don. including a Conservative 
member of parliament, man- 
ipulated council house sales to 
help the Conservatives to win 
local elections. 


"My provisional view is that 
the council was engaged in 
gerrymandering, which I am 
minded to find is a disgraceful 
and improper purpose, and not 
a purpose for which a local 
authority may act." he said. 

He called the scheme unlaw- 
ful and said it had cost tax- 
payers £21 million (S3 1.4 mil- 
lion). but Mr. Major slid the 
auditor's findings were pro- 
visional and it was wronc to 
assume that those named were 
guilty of malpractice. 

Mr. MagiU's report could 
not have come at a worse time 
for Mr. Major, whose efforts 
to capture (he moral high 
ground with a "hack to basics" 
campaign for family values 
were already hackfiring. 

“Recent tittle-tattle about 
whose trousers have been 
found around whose ankles is 
politically insignificant when 
set against this sort of state- 
ment." said commentator Joe 
Rogaly. 

The independent newspaper 
said in an editorial that Mr. 
MagiU's findings eclipse "the 
sexual peccadilloes of Con- 
servative MPs.'* 


Hours after the Magffl report 
came out Thursday, the in- 
fluential 1922 Committee of 
Conservative Members of Par- 
liament met Mr. Major and 
gave him its hacking. 

"Wc expressed our 
wholehearted and unanimous 
support for the ‘back to basics' 
values expounded hy him." 
said its chairman. Sir Marcus 
Fox. 


One minister resigned this 
month after fathering a child in 
an adulterous affair and 
another stepped down after the 
apparent suicide of his wife 
that the press linked to marimi 
troubles. In addition, u min- 
isterial aide quit over a proper- 
ty dcul. 


8a ra Keays, the former lover 
of ex-minister Lord Parkinson, 
took a very different view 
when she addressed a London 
seminar on the family. She 
described “back to basics" as a 
"sick joke." adding: “I speak 
from ft) years' experience." 

Newspapers rounded on the 
Major government's plight 
with the tabloid Today saying: 
"It is about a pans "that has 
been in power too tong... they 
all rose together. They are all 
sinking together. Sinking in a 
sea of scandal." 

The biggest-sciling daily 
Sun. normally an ardent sup- 
porter of Conservative govern- 
ments. said: “If the Conserva- 
tives want to remain in power 
they have got to clean up their 
act. And they must do it rieht 
away." 


The sun. which devoted 13 
pages to urging its readers to 
vote for Mr. Major in its edi- 
tion on general election dav in 
April 1992. said: “Today ‘our 
eyes arc wide open. We can 
see we have been conned." 


Mystery face of 

‘Bounty’ mutineer^* i. a t 

revealed 'V 

LONDON (R) - Britiib ?T (A** 

police have produced a soph- * jn Og* * H 3fC 
isticated photo-fit likeness of -'-W a !Tl3 
Mutiny On The Bounty leader 3l ! 2 tT* stJf 

Fletcher Christian, more than d* 


JFJetcner umsaan, more uiao era 

200 years after he led an upns- ha; tnjart 

ing against the ship's infamous • 
captain, William Bfigfa. Clark 


Gable, Marlon Brando cod ar resi 

Mel Gibson have all played cast 

Christian in Hollywood films i fi tn rt Bsi 
about the 1789 Mutiny, but Us will 

true appearance had remained T'Sh F n ° ' 
a mystery. Police in the north- . Pel 

em city of Liverpool came up ^Tshs® 11 . De 


■with the computer-enhanced 3 r1 ,ne 

nnaoe after artist Jerrv Got- 


image afteT artist Jerry Got- £■ *V * h ° r u ne : 
don, 38, presented them with u? 

portraits of Christian’s ances- are n 


’ m w-rri^n 

■r .i, on R er .-v,. 


tors and photographs of the " . 

mariner's descendents unear- H cuto*. 11 
thed during lengthy research. 

Gordon said he became fasdu- v*® gating 
ated with the tale after seeing on J* n - 

the GaWe film of the mutiny Svhru 

when be was a teenager. "I y 
even went to the South Pacific ' _ ltne Thun* 
and lived on Pitcairn with a ' r - specula 11 
family descended from Fletcfa- id iP c c urdt 3 

^ ,, i r»:. ■ I.. ride 01 




3> £1 5 

i . T! 


Jfn e Thursc 


Urdt 2. 


i -riniii y uravuiuvu uvw » ww , w "V 

er Christian,” be said. Pitcairn J * ^ 


is the remote island where the " h 

mutineers ended op after re- " t '.he 1 ~ _ 

belling against Bligfa's order to ' 

set sail from Tahiti where Ids 1 , 

crew had been enjoying the vntlSfi Un- 
easy life for six months. 29 

Another important chte to. ** 

Christian’s appearance was the Rtf ' ?*/ ' 
description given by Bligh, .-rzUli mjleN 
who was set adrift by the :>"Lihir fan' 1 '? 1 , S 
mutineers. He described him V- ( 0 j -he | -' • 
as a swarthy well-built man Sudani 

about five feet nine inches r - ? ‘Zf<B Si*’” 54, 
(1.75 m) tan with Polynesian 
tattoos. The people of Pitcairn ^ Aincai* > 
also have no idea what the real * y ,ho-' cjo» ~ 
man looked like. Bu-. S»ey will : ®: ir)rKr > of 'he " 
have to wait at least another - ^p^nions. - 
five weeks to see the photo-fit - - *. l r ' * ni j ;he C 
likeness. It win be flown 12,000 ‘ ^ . " 
miles (19,000 km) to New Zea- cU> n 

land and then be taken by boat -« e nt inst 

another 4,000 miles (6,500 km) * ’ ‘ , e 
to the tiny stand. . ^ Xm . 
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Cultural 
relativism or 
sexuai threat? 
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NEW YORK (R) A student ' 1 ^ . lhe , Jrr . 
suspended from exclusive 

Swarthmore College after • 

allegations of sexual mtindda- '* '■ *j 
tion has been denied admission 1 fiiil 
to New York’s Columbia Uni- 
versity. As part of an agree- • .{JANEIRO (Ri — 
ment with Swarthmore offi- .-adt-finna scandal 
dais, Ewart Yearwood, an 18- I £ Janeiro looks ?e' 
year-old Hispanic' student, was_r. hfolkmne the open 
to leave the Pennsylvania cd- *:* [rad poke inquiry 
toge for a semester. Yearwood:- tk town police 
was found not guilty of seaal irnsdav that thev l 
harassment of a female sta* jnkiicf to open 
dent, but the college presideaL r 7 W ^ er a " wee t 


mai 


S JANEIRO (Ri - 
.•adt-fitina scandal 
iStonro looks ?e'. 


said Yearwood had intimi- 
dated her. Yearwood saidJbe 
case was one of cultural mis- 
understanding, that as a Hispa- 
nic raised in New York, his 
manner might have been mrinr 
ternationaHy threatening. 


Man uses 
electric saw to— 
well, you read It 
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TAMPA, Florida (R) — • A 
Florida man said he cut off his 
penis with an electric saw this 
week because he always 
wanted to be a woman. Doc- 
tors at Tampa General Hospit- 
al were unable to attach tte 
organ, a hospital spoken 
woman said. Bill Scoflyers, 23, 
of Arcadia, Florida, performed 
the crude surgery on, himsetf, 
later saying to reporters: “I 
always wanted to be a 
woman.” Because of the flood 
of phone calls, doctors ordered 
his hospital phone be turned 
off, so Sconyers was not avail- 
able fo elaborate. Doctors say 
he is in fair condition. 
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Country music 
to tackle rising 
rural AIDS 


WASHINGTON (R) — Forty- 
six top country music ringing 
stars unveiled a sweeping 
advertising campaign designed 
to prevent the spread of AIDS 
and targeting ruraj areas, 
where it is rapidly growing. 
Mary Chapin Carpenter. Mark 
Chesnntt, Garth Brooks, Clint 
Black, Willie Nelson and 
others will appear in the 
''Break the silence” campaign, 
which urges AIDS education 
and prevention, including ooo- 
dom use and even abstinence- 
It's less explicit than govern- 
ment ads, in which a packaged 
condom leaps from a drawer, 
moves across a room and wrig- 
gles under the covers with an 
amorous couple. 
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Heartbreak 
leads to death 
on demand 
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ATHENS (R) — A Greek 
dentist found dead after being 
shot at point-blank range paid 
an assassin to kill her because 
she could not cope with her 
husband's extra-marital affeur.- 
Athens police said Geoigto 
Vagena, 41, persuaded Mattb- 
eos Monselas to kill her for an 
unspecified amount of money- - 
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Belarus, player wins 
Virginia Slims tourney 


CHICAGO (AP) — Natalia 
Zvereva', whose tennis success 
has been shaped more by dou- 
bles. was not sure if she would 
ever win a singles title again. 

It had been four years, and 
even though she is only 22. she 
didn't like her chances. 

“It's not that I didn't believe 
in myself." the Belarus player 
said Sunday after winning the 
Virginia Slims of Chicago 6-3. 
7-5 over Chanda Rubin. “The 
competition is so much better 
now. 

"I proved myself wrong,” 
said Zvereva, who used a 
steady serve and a variety of 
shots, including a low-to-the 
ground 'slice backhand to offset 
the hard ground strokes of the 
17-year-old Rubin. 

“She didn't like the low 
balls, especially to her back- 
hand,'’; Zvereva said. “I tried 
to keep the pace off. It helps a 
lot on a fast surface. A lot of 
girls hit balls deep, flat and 
hard. Sometimes it's not wise 
to hit ‘it harder." 

Zvereva, ranked second in 
tiie world in doubles and 19th 
in singles, took a 5-0 lead in the 
■first set as Rubin, who won 
only two points in the first four 
games, sprayed errors all over 
the University of Illinois- 
Chicago Pavilion supreme sur- 
face. 

But "trailing 0-5 and love-40 
after back-to-back double 
faults, “Rubin lost her nerves 
and began to hit out in her first 
major tour final. The errors 
turned into winners as she 
fought off the three set points 
and then won three straight 
games. 

“I couldn't get into the 
match early on. Rubin said. “1 


. was missing a lot of balls. After 
going down love-five. I hit a 
good ball for a point and 1 said 
to myself. ‘Why not go for it 
now. you've got nothing to 
lose?’ And I won the next 
three games." 

Zvereva finally won the set 
6-3 when Rubin, who had 
fended off two more set points 
in the ninth game, hit long. 

Zvereva broke for a 3-2 lead 
in the second set. but Rubin 
broke right back, tying the set 
with a top spin lob and then 
holding for a 4-3 lead when 
Zvereva twice hit long and 
made another backhand error. 

Zvereva then made two 
tough volleys to win the next 
game. But Rubin, who hit 
serves timed at 166 kph, came 
up with three strong serves in a 
row to escape a 0-30 hole and 
take a 5-4 lead. 

Zvereva held for 5-5. then 
broke Rubin at love with a 
backhand winner down the line 
and three straight Rubin 
errors. The third one a swing- 
ing volley into the next. 

“I went up 5-4. I started 
making a lot of errors. I don't 
know what happened to me." 
said Rubin, who made 36 un- 
forced errors in the 80-minute 
match. 

“I could not afford to go to a 
third set.'* Zvereva said. “My 
body is tired from all the tennis 
I have played this week. I 
knew I had to close it out." 

And she did. Rubin made 
more errors to start the final 
game and Zvereva punctuated 
her first singles victory since 
1990 with an ace. She had five 
for match and got 61 per cent 
of her serves in. 


Martin wins ATP event 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AFP) 

— Todd Martin, runner-up at 
last month's Australian Open, 
went one step better to beat 
fellow-American Brad Gilbert 
6-4. 7-5 in Sunday's $800,000 
Memphis ATP tournament. 

Martin, ranked ninth in the 
world, won the second pro title 
of his career and the $110,500 
first prize, by beating the two- 
time former champion 6-4, 7-5 
in the final. 

Twelve- mouths. ago Martin^' 
lost to Jim Courier in his first^A 
ATP filial but he was saved 

• from arematch when the 39th- 

* ,anked Gilbert beat the world 
number-three in the quarter- 
finals. 

Martin, beaten by Pete Sam- 
pras in the Australian Open 
final last month, outserved Gil- 
bert arid scored a big percen- 
tage of his points off Gilbert's 
second serves. 

In the second-set Gilbert 
broke to lead 4-3, but Martin 
stormed back immediately and 


went on to snatch victory on a 
Gilbert double-fault. 

Gilbert has now lost seven 
straight finals since his last 
ATP triumph in 1990. 

After his win Martin, who 
had lost five straight finals 
since winning at Cbral Springs, 
Florida, last May said: “It's 
nice to complete the job this 
rime.” “Brad lulls you to sleep 
with the softness of his balls. 
But when you make him hit a 
shot, he hits it hard and accur- 


ately. When you're even or 
ahead, he lulls you to sleep 
more. Whenever I was behind. 


1 felt more intensity." 

“I knew I would be at net 
more than he would be. I knew 
I had to be patient and when 1 1 
had the chance to come in, I 
needed to hit a good approach 
shot and a good volley." 

Gilbert said: “I wanted to 
slow him down because he 
likes the pace but my serve let 
me down. His future is looking 
really good. If he were a stock, 
you would want to buy some.” 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HJRSCH 
61893 Tiwm Mkm Bankas, I* 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l- — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4K754 ?A9 07 41098742 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

I * 3 6* ? 

•—Weak 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Had East passed you would 
probably have jumped to four 
spades, so why not make the same 
bid now? The problem with three 
spades is it doesn't sound all that 
invitational and could be made on a 
more balanced hand. Don't put 
pleasure on partner. Take a shot at 


Q.2— East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*AK9 7K97 0AJ85 4QJ4 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart What do you respond? 

A. — There's a textbook bid that 
describes a perfectly balanced hand 
of 16-18 points with stoppers in the 
unbid suits. It's a jump to three no 
trump. Make it 

Q.3 — East- West vulnerable, . as 
Sooth you hold- 

41065 TAQ5432 IQ 4A102 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 T Pass 3 NT Pass 

9 

What do you bid now? 

A,— If you treated your hand as a 
m inimum and tamely corrected to 
four hearts, you are undervaluing 
its trick-taking potential. With a 
known nine-card fit, we would make 
a gentle move by cue-bid ding four 
dubs, intending to venture no fur- 
ther than four hearts next, if we still 
have room for that bid. 

Q^h— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


♦KQ4 S'87 0AK874 41065 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 ? Pass 2 v Pass 

2 T Pa«, ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— The auction has developed 
awkwardly. You can’t rebid dia- 
monds or support hearts, you have 
no second suit and. with the dub 
suit unstopped, any no-trump bid ia 
out of the question. The solution is 
to lie a little and show your strong 
holding in spades, hoping partner 
will be able to bid no trump. Two 
spades is the least of evils. 

Q.5— Aa South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AK984 :j 106-13 vK3 45 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the building with one chib. What 
action do you take? 

A.— If a cue-bid of two chibs spe- 
cifically shows both majors and a 
band of limited strength, this is not 
the bolding for that bid — it is loo 
strong defensively. Overcall one 
spade and hope you get the oppor- 
tunity to show your hearts later. 
CXjn't make a takeout double — that 
action is not recommended on a 
two- suited hand. 

Q.6— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

4KQ9 v A 10842 vl03 4A94 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

1 9 Pass 1 * Pass 

? 

Whal do you bid now? 

A.— 'The choice lies between one 
L-o trump and two spades. With a 
weak doubleton in one suit and su- 
perb throe-card support for part- 
ner's suit the raise to two spades 
stands out by the proverbial mile- 


Pippen emerges from Jordan’s 
shadow to star in All-Star Game 


Germany, Norway and Russia 
reap Olympic victory 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Scottie Pippen. in Che 
shadow of Michael Jordan's spotlight for the 
first six years of his career, knew it was time to 
grab it himself in the NBA All-Star Game. 

“Having Michael on our dub really oversha- 
dowed guys like Horace Gram, B.J. Armstrong 
and myself. Pippen said late Sunday after 
leading the Eat to a 127-118 victory over the 
West. “It was time for us to step up as All-Stars 
a little more. I had my mind set to play much 
better than I played an past All-Star games." 

Pippen. making his fourth All-Star appear- 
ance but his first since his superstar teammate 
on the Chicago Bulls retired last October, 
scored 29 points on 9-for-15 shooting and 
grabbed H rebounds to win most valuable 
player honours. 

“I tried to assert myself a little more." Pippen 
said. “My skills are able to put me up among the 
elite players. 1 don’t think I needed to go out 
today and prove anything to anybody." 

East coach Lenny Wilkens. who this season 
became the second NBA coach with 900 career 
victories, had seven first-time All-Stars on his 
12-man roster. But he went with his veterans 
when things got tight, especially Pippen. Mark 
Price and Patrick Ewing — who combined for 69 
points. 

“I just like the attitude of the guys." Wilkens 
said. “They showcase, but they're true competi- 
tors. When the game is on the line, they want to 
win. Pippen. Mark and Patrick were steadying 
forces down the stretch. 

Pippen, wearing fire-engine red shoes, aver- 
aged 9.3 points in his first three All-Star games. 
Despite his 29 points, he only scored two in the 
fourth quarter, but they were big r— a baseline 
jumper with 2:10 left after the West pulled 
within two points. 

“It was the shoes, Pippen joked about his 
performance. “Everybody was looking at my 
feet too much. I was shooting well and I just 
continued to let my shot flow.'* 

The East took its largest lead. 103-90. in the 
first minutes of the fourth quarter, but the West 
rallied with a 17-5 run. closing to 108-107 with 
7:17 left. Gary Pyton's six points and Daid 
Robinson's five keyed the comeback. 

But the East regained control as New York 
temmates Ewing and John Starks combined to 
score the next nine East points for a 117-110 
lead. 

A basket by Gifford Robinson and a 3- 
pointer by John Stockton made it 117-115 
before Pippen, after missing two free throws, 
connected on his baseline shot. 

David Robinson and Hakeem Olajuwon 
shared scoring honours with 19 points each for 
the West, which trails the AU-Star series 28-16. 

Ewing scored 12 of his 20 points in the fourth 
quarter and Price also had 20 for the East, which 
had 10 3-pointers to one for the West. Pippen 
was 5-fbr-9 from that range. 

“He was in a zone," West coach George Karl 



NBA Eastern Conference’s Scottie Pippen of the 
Chicago Bulls goes to the bucket past Shawn 
Kemp of Seattle during the 2nd quarter of the 
AU-Star Game (AFP photo) 

said. “It's difficult when you're substituting a 
great deal to keep the same guy on him.” 
Shaquiile O’ Neal, the NBA's leading scorer 
this season, had a miserable day for the East, 
missing 10 of 12 shots and seven of 11 free 
throws to finish with eight points. But ho 
managed 10 rebounds. 

“They were quadruple teaming me. triple- 
teaming me,” O'Neal said. “I thought some' 
body washing to play me straight up, but it 
didn't happen. It means somebody respects me 
if they had to put four guys on me.” 

The West, down by eight at halftime, rallied 
in the third quarter, closing within four twice 
before Price hit a jumper and a 3-pointer in B 
span of 37 seconds, helping the East rebuild the 
margin to 101-90 going into the final 12 minute*, 
Olajuwon dominated inside for the WM 
early in the game with 12 points in the first nine 
minutes on two dunks, two layups, a hook gRd 
two free throws. 1 
The West led 25-23 late in the first period, but 
the East went on a spurt and led 72-64 at (hi 
half. 


LILLEHAMMER, Norway 
(AP) — Germany, Norway 
and Russia struck gold at the 
Uliebammer Gaines Monday. 
The United States reaped 
heartbreak. 

— Germany’s George Hackl 
became the fust solo lugar to 
win back-to-back Olympic gold 
medals. 

In Thomas Alsgaard, a 
bright new Norwegian cross- 
country star was bom. 

On the speedskating oval, 
Russia's Alexander Golubev 
set an Olympic record while 
leading his team to a 1-2 finish 
in the men’s 50(3- metres sprint. 

For the Americans, woes be- 
gan when their luge medal 
hope crashed out of competi- 
tion. Then, hard-luck Dan Jan- 
sen slipped during the speeds- 
kating sprint and failed for the 
fourth-straight Olympics to 
mine gold or even the lesser 
metals of silver and bronze. 

While vying athletes cele- 
brated or raged on UUeham- 
mer’s ice and snow. “President 
Juan Antonio Samaranch 
headed for a real war zone — 
Sarajevo, the shattered site of 
die 1984 Winter Olympics. 

During his visit to Bosnia, 
Samaranch wants -*10 renew 
the call for the ‘Olympic truce* 
” the IOC said. Samaranch 
previously had urged Bosnia’s 
waning factions to observe a 
cease-fire during the Feb. 12- 
27 UHebammer Games. 

On the third day of the 
games, the first gold medal 
went to Hackl, a 27-year-old 
Bavarian who began sledding 
at age 10. Supporters hoisted 


him to their shoulders as his 
arch-rival Austria's Markus 
Prock — faded by a breath on 
the last of four runs in the 
two-day men's single event. 
The German's Margin of vic- 
tory was the equivalent of 13 
inches (32.5 centimetres). 

In the men's 30-kiloinetre 
freestyle, the 22-year-old 
Alsgaard left the starting tine 
as an Olympic novice and 
finished a star, beating one of 
tiie favourites — countryman 
Bjorn Dahlie — for the gold. 
Dahtie, triple gold medalist at 
Albertville, France, two years 
ago, took silver. Bronze went 
to Finland’s Mika Myllyla. 

Golubev's time of 36.33 
seconds in the 500 broke the 
old Olympic speedskating 
mark of 36.45 set by Uwe-Jens 
Mey of the former East Ger- 
many at Calgary in 1988. 
Another Russian, Sergei Klev- 
chenya also bested Mey's 
mark, winning the silver medal 
in 36.39. Manabu Horii of 
Japan won bronze m 36.53. 

Jansen, who holds the world 
record of 35.76 and every other 
speedskating honour except an 
Olympic medal, slipped com- 
ing out of the turn and had to 
brace himself against the ice 
with his left hand. His time of 
36.68 put him well out of med- 
al contention. 

“It’s a bit of a shock to me,” 
Jansen said. ‘Tm not making 
excuses, but it’s not a place 
I've slipped before... I would 
have won by quite a bit if I 
didn't slip.” 

Jansen’s wife, Robin, was in 
the stands with several family 


World record wiped out 


BIRMINGHAM, England 
(AP) — Colin Jackson equal- 
led, but did not break, the 
world indoor 60- metre hurdles 
record over the weekend, 
British track officials said 
Monday. 

A review of the photo-finish 
print revealed that Jackson's 
run was fractionally slower 
than the time originally judged 
at the Britain-United States 
meets at Glasgow's Kelvin Hall 


Saturday. The difference was 
enough to round the Briton's 
time up to 7.36. instead of 
735. to tie American Gres 
Foster's seven-year-old mark. 

The error, said photo-finish 
judge Raymond Hutchinson in 
Monday's edition of the Times, 
came when he had only a 
rushed look at the print before 
die time was announced at the 
meet. 


members. She couldn't l« 2r to 
watdi after her &cv?an<Is mis- 
step. . • 

“As soon as 1 S' i slip, I 
said. "Why God .</ again? 
God can't be t» .reel, she 
said. "I’m sure . day we’ll 
find out. One a well under- 
stand." 

Despite his rd-setting 
performances orld Cup 
competition. American 
.champion continues to be 
haunted by an Olympic jinx. 
Six years ago this very date, his 
sister Jane Jansen Be res died 
of leukemia while Jansen was 
readying to compete at the 
Calgary Games. Then followed 
two 'olympic falls in 1988 and 
two failures to medal at 
Albertville four years later. 

Probably his last medal 
chance wiU come in Friday’s 
1,000 metres race. 

Host Norway, which already 
has won two gold and three 
silver medals to lead the Lille- 
hamtner medal race, was given 
new hope for an Alpine victory 
as Lasse Jjus took Monday’s 
downhill portion of the men's 
combined- He edged Amer- 
icans Americans Kyle Rasmus- 
sen and Tommy Moe. gold 
medallist in Sunday’s downhill. 

At UUehanutier's Haakon 
ice hockey arena, a veteran 
German team outclassed a less 
experienced Norwegian six, 2- 
1. Germany went to 2-0 and 
the host Norwegians to 0-2 in 
Olympic pool play. 

In other Hockey play Mon- 
day,i the Czech republic faced 
Austria, and the favoured Rus- 
sians were pitted against the 
Finns, 3-1 upset winners over 
the Czechs- on opening day. 

German lugar Hackl began 
the third day of the gamese 
leading .Prock by one-hun- 
dredth of a second, then Tell 
behind by .48 cf & second ion 
the third run. But Orcck fal- 
tered on the final run and 
finished .013 of a second be- 
•hind Hack!. ■ 


Top European teams under pressure 


PARIS (AFP) — Europe's top 
teams came under relentless 
pressure over the weekend. 

Johan Cruyffs Barcelona 
were left shell-shocked after 
crashing to a 6-3 defeat at Real 
Zaragoza. 

Bayern Munich threw away 
their chance of catching lead- 
ers Eintracht Frankfurt when 
they were inexplicabley beaten 
3-1 at home by modest Stutt- 
gart. 

Only eight first division 
teams managed to reach the 
last sixteen of the French Cup 
competition. 

And while spreSs, went on 
goal-scoring spree AC Milan 
found themselves struggling to 
score a 1-0 home win against 
Cremonese — a team reduced 
to ten players. 

Barcelona's humiliation be- 
gan when Real Zaragoza slot- 
ted home four goals in a 
confidence-destroying first- 
half. Argentinian Fernando 
Ca ceres was on target for the 
home side in the fifth minute. 
Jose Gay made it 2-0 a quarter 


of an hour later and Juan 
Esnaider had scored two more 
before the break. 

Barcelona's Brazilian Fron- 
trunner Romano had scored 
for the visitors in the 31st 
minute and things looked frac- 
tionally brighter when De- 
nmark’s Michael Laudrup cut 
the arrears further. But Gran- 
cisco Higuera and Uruguayan 
Gustavo Poyet added more 
goals before Romario scored 
his second goal of the match. 

Meanwhile Real Madrid, 
themselves in crisis only a 
week ago and with coach Be- 
nito Flora facing the axe. leap- 
frogged Cruyffs men into 
second place with a 1-0 win 
over Real Oviedo. 

That win follows last week's 
2-0 triumph over league lead- 
ers Deportivo la Coruna, who 
themselves bounced back Sun- 
day by beating Sevilla 2-0. Be- 
beto scoring one minute before 
the break and Fran a minute 
after. 

Deportivo are now on 34 


points to Real's 29 and 
Iona's 28. 

Goals were few and far ^ 
tween at AC Milan despite I he 
fact that the leaders were play- 
ing a Cremonese team reduced 
to ten men after 40 minutes 
when Ettore Ferraroni was 
sent off. Marco Simone even- 
tually earned his side their 
victory with a 73rd minute 
goal. But it was far from con- 
vincing performance. 

It was a very different story 
for Lazio and Juventus who hit 
nine goals between them. 

Paul Gascoigne put the 
finishing touches to u superb 
performance by scoring a spec- 
tacular fourth goal for Lazio 
against Cagliari — Giuseppe 
Signori having put the result 
beyond doubt with a hat-trick. 

Juventus remained Milan's 
closest rivals, five points be- 
hind. after beating bottom 
team Lecce 5-1. 

In the French Cup Marseille 
and Monaco both won all first 
division ties away from home 
— Marseille "seeing off 


Sochaux 1-0 and Monaco beat- 
ing Toulouse 2-0. 

They were joined in the last 
sixteen by Auxerre. Lens and 
Montpellier, who all had com- 
fok^tbls wins over second divi- 
sion opponents — but it was 
tough and go for some of the 
Other big names. 

League leaders Paris St. 
Germain were pushed into 
extra-time by northern 
amateur side Avion. Nantes 
also needed, extra-time to see 
off third division Lorient and 
Bordeaux scraped through on 
penalties at second division Le 
Mans. 

Lyon were less accurate 
when it came to taking their 
spot kicks. They crashed out to 
second division Laval in 
another penalty shoot-out. 

Metz didn’t even get into 
extra-time. They were 
thrashed 3-1 at third division 
Chatellerault. 

In Germany. Eintracht 
Frankfurt edged ahead at the 
top when the Bundesliga went 
back into action after the win- 


ter break. 

Frankfurt drew 1-1 against 
visiting Nuremburg. a result 
giving them 26 points and leap- 
frogging them * one point ahead 
of Bayer Leverkusen, losers at 
Bofussia Dortumund. 

But the biggest surprise 
came at Bayern Munich, 
where, despite Franz Becken- 
bauer coming out of retirement 
of replace the sacked Erich 
Ribbeck. the home side 
crashed 3-1 at home against 
Stuttgart. 



FOR RENT 

New Furnished Floor of Villa 

Shmeisani, near Marriott Hotel. 3 bedrooms. 2 salons and 
dining room, L-shaped living room, equipped kitchen, 2 
bathrooms, balcony, separated central heating, garage, and 
entrance. Possibility unfurnished. 

Contact tel. 603070 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, sitting, living, dining and TV 
rooms. Fully furnished and equipped, with garage, 
garden, spacious kitchen, central heating and tele- 
phone. Located near the 7th Circle, Jabal Amman. 

Please call 671860 


Madaba Mosaic School 
Italy - Jordan Cooperation 


% ** 

% *z 




AJAN1 


^ jewellers | 


Amra Hotel 
Amman 


M,M.S, announces that a three years trainning course 
to be start to train proffessional trainners in the field of 
Mosaic Production and restoration . 

Applicants should have at least aJB.A degree in fine 
arts, archeology or architecture from an accredited universi- 
ty Those interested may recieve further information at 
Madaba Mosaic School . Tel.08/540759 
Note dead line for application 20/2/1994 


<&> ROYALJORDAN1AN 


BEAUTICIAN/DIETJCIAN/NUTRmON 
COUNSELOR REQUIRED 

Royal Jordanian Airline has two vacancies for the 
following positions: 

Beautician 

With the following qualifications; 

1) Degree in skin therapy/professional make-up and 

hair styling. ' 

2) Minimum of five years work experience in the same 
field with a recognised beauty establishment. 

3. Very good command of the English language (writ- 
ten and spoken). 

4. Jordanian nationality. 

Dietician/Fitness Specialist 

With the following qualifications: 

1. BSc degree in nutrition or physical education! 

2. Minimum of five years work experience as diet 
counselor, physical proportlen and fitness. 

3. Jordanian nationality. 

4. Very good command of English language (written 
and spoken). 

Interested applicants should report to Royal Jordanian 
Employment Section at the following address: 
Housing Bank Commercial Building. 

7th floor. 

Note: Closing date 28/2/1994 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PH1LAPBLPH1A 


Jane Fonda — in 


Shows: 12:3CJ. 3. 8:30. 10:30 




Tel.: 675571] 


CONCORD *Y 

Last Action Hero 

Shows: 12:30. 3. 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD <2’ 

Batman Returns 

Shows: 12:30. 3. 


presents a play entitled: 

ALIImNnron 

A popular political comedy . 
Actors: Abeer Ism, Daoud Jafajel. Has* 
sen A! Sheer, Fuad Shomafi 
in adcSttan to other comsdans 

liwi mgm a kiq 

Ticket* ore toM *U day 


NabH & HSsharrPs Tel.: 6251551 

‘i-amATiiM ■ 

• Nabil and HUham Theatre 
presents 

AAdan Arab Summit Confer- 
ence (play) 

. __ .daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Mondays and Tuesdays 


14/0 
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G ft ali to meet Assad today 


GENEVA ( R) — Uniied Nations Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghati will discuss the stalled Middle East peace process with 
Syrian President Hafez Ai Assad in Geneva on Saturday. 
U.N. off trials said. “Boutros Ghali will meet Assad on 
Saturday afternoon." an official at the U.N. European 
headquarter. c -id on Friday. The meeting between the U.N. 
chief, an Egyptian, and the Syrian president will take place a 
day before a summit in Geneva between Mr. Assad and U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, (see page 2) 


Zhirinovs-o; in angry clash at buffet 


MOSCOW (R' t — Russia's ultra-nationalist leader Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky was struck in the face in an angry clash in the 
buffet of the country's new parliament on Friday over who 
should be served first, witnesses said. Deputy Bela Denin- 
senko said she gave Mr. Zhirinovsky first aid after he was hit 
by a Mark Goryachev*, a deputy with a long history of 
animosity towards the Liberal Democrat leader. Mr. Zhir- 
inovsky was apparently not seriously hurt. Witnesses told 
Reuters a heated row broke out when Mr. Goryachev, who 
had been waiting some time for service in the canteen, was 
incensed by the sight of waiters running to attend Mr. 
Zhirinovsky as soon as he entered the room. “Remarks were 
exchanged and the two men approached each other closely in 
an angry frame of mind." one witness said. Interfax quoted a 
witness as saying Mr. Zhirinovsky screamed at Mr. 
Goryachev: “Get out of here while you're in one piece."' 
TASS said Mr. Zhirinovsky, borne to electoral success in 
December's elections to the newly-creared Duma, told Mr. 
Goryachev he would be the first to be jailed when he came to 
power. Critics brand Mr. Zhirinovsky a fascist. He denies the 
charge. 


Bhutto accuses mother of 'male prejudice’ 


NEW YORK. (AFP) — Pakistan's Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto rejected her mother's demand to be restored to the 
leadership of Pakistan's ruling party, accusing her of siding 
with her son out of "male prejudice." the New York Times 
said Friday. "I have fought too long to save the party from 
general (Mohammad) Zia and all my father's opponents to let 
my own family, in a fit of male prejudice, undermine or 
destroy it." she said in an interview from Islamabad with the 
newspaper. She said she ousted her mother. Nusrat Bhutto, 
from the leadership of the Pakistan People's Party because of 
her insistence that Mir Murtaza Bhutto, the brother who was 
then in exile in Syria, ran in more than 20 constituencies as an 
anti-otganisation candidate in elections last October. 


U.S. report condemns Peres over scandal 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A U S. report has strongly criticised 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres for his role in the sale of 
aims to Iran in the 1980s, the Israeli daily Haaretz reported 
Friday. The report by U.S. special prosecutor Lawrence 
Walsh, due to be published soon, criticises the then Prime 
Minister Peres especially for his connections with two Israelis 
directly involved in the arms-for-hostages scheme — his 
relative AI Schimmer and businessman Yaakov Nimrodi. The 
report also criticises the current prime minister. Yitzhak 
Rabin, who was defence minister at the time. HaaTetz said a 
special advisor to Mr. Rabin, reserve General Rafael Vardui. 
had been given the task of preparing Israel's response to the 
charges contained in the report. 


Russia, Israel in crime fight pact 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia and Israel have agreed to 
cooperate in fighting organised crime, under an agreement 
signed here by their interior ministers, Itar-Tass news agency 
reported Friday. A key provision is to post liaison officers in 
each country “to avoid lengthy bureaucratic procedures," said 
Russian Interior Minister Viktor Yerin. His Israeli counter- 
part Moshe Shahal denied that a Russian mafia was expanding 
its activities in Israel, as Russian press reports have said lately. 
Russian immigrants gave the police no more trouble than 
others, he said. 


France pleads for Iranian priest 


PARIS (AFP) — France on Friday pleaded for the life of 
Iranian Christian priest Mehdi Dibaj, 59, threatened with 
execution for converting to Christianity from Islam. Lucette 
Michaux-Chevri, minister-delegate for humanitarian affairs 
and human rights, appealed to Iranian authorities through the 
French embassy in Tehran on behalf of Mr. Dibaj. who was to 
have been hanged this Friday for apostasy. Mr. Machaux- 
Chevri expressed the French government’s "emotion" over 
Mr. Dibaj's sentence and deplored persecution of Iran's 
religious minorities. The Dibaj case was publicised Thursday 
by the Evangelical group open doors which said Mr. Dibaj had 
converted to Christianity 4 years ago at the age of 19. Under 
Sharia law. enforced in Iran since 1979, any Muslim apostate is 
liable to the death penalty. 


Bombay doctor arrested for train blast 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Doctor from Bombay was among 13 
people arrested for a series of train bombings on Dec. 6 which 
killed one person and injured 15 others, the Press Trust of 
India said Friday. Mohammad Jalees Ansari. the alleged 
mastermind behind the blast, which coincided with the first 
anniversary of the racing of the Babri Mosque by Hindu 
fanatics in Avodhya. was arrested in downtown Bombay, 
police said. They said 12 other people, including Dr. Ansari’s 
brother Mohammad Likayat Syeduddin. were arrested after 
joint raids on several hideouts in Bombay and the northern 
city of Lucknow by police and the federal Central Bureau of 
Investigation. Several sophisticated explosives, detonators and 
revolvers were found in Dr. Ansari's office in Bombay's 
Agripada district, a spokesman said. The doctor allegedly had 
links with Pakistani intelligence and had passed on "vital" 
information. 


Carey launches appeal for Sudan 


LONDON (R) — Tfie spiritual head of the Church of England 
launched an appeal Friday to provide food and medicines to 
Sudan following his controversial visit to the divided country. 
“I came back very moved by the plight of the people I saw and 
I decided to launch an ecumenical appeal." the archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr. George Carey, said on BBC Radio Four’s’ 
Today programme. Cardinal Basil Hume, head of the Catholic 
Church in Britain, and other church leaders were also 
cooperating in the project. Sudan expelled Britain's ambassa- 
dor after .Archbishop Carey declined to visit the capital. 
Khartoum, and confined his trip earlier this month to the 
rebel-held south where most of Sudan's Christians live. Britain 
ordered Sudan's envoy out in retaliation. 


ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE 
VOCATIONAL TRAINING CORPORATION 


The Vocational Training Corporation announces that its 
headquarter offices have moved from Abdali to Bayad- 
er Wadi Seer (8th Circle), near the Mechanic and 
Public Works Department (towards the airport road). 

The VTC’s numbers have become as follows: 

Tel. 812181, 817181, 861462, 861463 

Telex: 24294, Fax: 828351, P.O.Box 92S837, 141104 


Afghan foes use jets 
to pound each other 


n ^ 


KABUL (Agencies) — 
Afghan state and rival faction 
jets bombed each other's posi- 
tions in Kabul on Friday, prior 
to a fierce artillery duel that 
raged four hours non-stop in 
the eastern suburbs of the 
capital. 

Lone jets of faction leader, 
ex-communist General Abdul 
Rashid Dostum, made at least 
three sorties over Kabul Friday 
— shortly after midnight, and 
around 5:00 a.m. (0030 GMT) 
and 8:30 a.m. local time — 
while a stare jet was said to 
have bombed Dostum bases at 
9:30 a.m. 

A Lone jet again circled - 
Kabul at 2:00 p.m. and 3:00 . 
p.m. but with the prevailing 
artillery bombardment it was 
difficult to tell which faction it 
belonged to. and where it 
dropped its bomb load. 

In the nighttime Dostum 
raids the Kabul sky was illu- 
minated by streaming arcs of 
scarlet tracer fire as Defence 
Ministry anti-aircraft guns 
sprayed cannon shells at the 
attacker, which at midnight 
locals say dropped a deadly 
duster-bomb on the dormant 
capital. 

The military duty officer at 
Kabul airport said the Dostum 
jet - raids were nor effective 
against bases manned by forces . 
loyal to President Burfaanud- 
din Rabbani. 

"These raids are designed to 
weaken the morale of the dvi- ’ 
lians. They cannot inflict heavy 


casualties on our military 
forces,” said duty officer 
General Mohammad Sawar 
Ayubzai. 

A Russian-trained jet pilot 
himself. Gen. Ayubzai claimed 
Gen. Dostum's main airbases 
in Mazar-e-Sharif and 
Sbebharghan in northern 
Afghanistan had been knocked 
out by pro-Rabbani jets. 

He said Gen. Dostum had 
only two or three Russian- 
made Sukhoi Su-22 jets that 
were operational, and which 
take off from a makeshift de- 
sert runway near Sbebharghan, 
the capital of Gen. Dostum's 
native Jawzjan province. 

More than 4,000 people 
have been wounded and an 
estimated 400 killed since the 
fighting exploded Jan. 1 in the 
Afghan capital. 

Little ground has been won 
or lost, and none of the fac- 
tions appears capable of de- 
livering a decisive blow. The 
factions have been battling for . 
control of the capital since 
1992, when they ousted a com- 
munist government. 

They have killed some 
10,000 people, destroyed much 
of the city, and kept Kabul's 
hospitals overflowing. 

More than half of Afghan's 
doctors are believed to have 
left the country during the 14- 
year-wax. Those that have re- 
mained have proved remark- 
ably dedicated, working end- 
less hours for little pay. 





An elderly Afghan seeks cover with bis 14-mooth-okl nephew as 
rival forces Friday continued fierce battles In Kabul (AFP 
photo) 


Most international groups.' 
including the United Nations, 
have pulled out due to the 
danger. But the international 
committee for the Red Cross. 


Yemeni tribe releases 2 kidnapped Westerners 


SANAA (Agencies) — A Bri- 
ton and a Canadian held hos- 
tage by tribesmen in North 
Yemen for 12 days were re- 
leased Friday, the general 
manager of the Yemen-Hunt 
Oil Co. said. 


George Slaughter said the 
two men — 49-year-old Peter 
Jackson from Exter. England, 
and 43-year-old George Haw- 
kins from Vancouver. Canada 
— were released along with 
their helicopter at around 3 
p.m. (1200 GMT). . 

Mr. Hawkins piloted the 
helicopter back to Sanaa, 
according to Mr. Slaughter. 

"They looked tired, which is 
understandable as they've 
been under strain, but they 
have been treated as best as 
could be possible under the 


rireumstances." Mr. Slaughter 
told the Association Press in a 
telephone interview. 

Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Jackson 
and four Yemeni employees 
were kidnapped Jan. 3 by 
Khowlan tribesmen in a deso- 
late region of norhem Yemen. 

They were seized when they 
flew to the region to investi- 
gate a pipeline bombing, 
apparently carried out to lure 
Westerners into a trap. 

The Yemenis were im- 
mediately freed, but they 
.stayed with the two Wester- 
ners. one shuttling back' and 
forth- with the tribe's demands. 

Led by Sheikh Ahmad Ali 
Shudaid, the tribe was deman- 
ding fees for the pipeline to be 
spent on more services, such as 
schools and medical clinics. 


from the central government. 
However, diplomats believed 
the abductions were more like- 
ly politically motivated. 

Mr. Slaughter said no de- 
mands were directly made to 
his company, a subsidiary of 
the Dallas-based Hunt Oil Co., 
and the negotiations had gone 
on between the authorities and 
the kidnappers. 

Representatives of Yemen 
Hunt were on site with the ; 
Yemeni authorities, meeting 
any needs of the two men. 

Journalists who visited the 
site reported that the two men 
were guarded by 30 to 40 
Yemeni tribesmen, some of 
whom brandished Kalashnikov 
assault rifles. While in captiv- 
ity, the two men said they were 
being moved from village .to 
village. 


“We don’t know the cir- 
cumstances of their release. 
We'll find out later.” he said. 
“We were not involved with 
any negotiations." 

Mr. Jackson and Mr. Haw- 
kins arrived in the capital along 
with two Yemenis, who were 
held with them in AI Ayama- 
nia. in the Maareb region some 
100 kilometres east of Sanaa. 

Several other foreigners 
have been abducted in recent 
months by tribes trying to cope 
with serious economic and 
political problems. 


Egyptian cleric calls plot informer ‘Satan’ 


NEW YORK (R) — Blind and 
unable to speak more than a 
few words of English, Egyptian 
cleric Sheikh Omar Abdul 
Rahman is adamant these days 
about acting as his own lawyer 
in his U.S. bombing and assas- 
sination conspiracy triaL 

In an interview at the federal 
prison where be b being held, 
die man accnsed of wanting to 
Mow up the United Nations 
and taking part in a conspiracy 
to kill Egyptian leader Hosni 
Mubarak says be wants no- 
thing more than to cross- 
examine his chief accuser when 
the trial starts next September. 

The accuser is informant 
Emad Salem, whom Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman calls "Satan.” 
He says be wants to guide Mr. 
Salem "to the truth” and he 
spends hours in his cell going 
over braille transcripts of Mr. 
Salem’s taped conversations 
with foe Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), looking 
for lies aud clues to Mr. 
Salem's "materialism” and 
betrayals of Islam. 

The cleric says be wants no 


harm to come to Mr.. Salem, 
denying the informer’s claim 
that the sheikh has issued a 
fatwa to his followers to kill 

him . 

“I pray for Emad Salem to 
have a long life. He just makes 
up stories about me unjustly," 
the sheikh said, adding, “it is a 
duty that people stay away 
from him. They should take 
away his children. If he has a 
Muslim wife she should leave 
him.” 

He adds that Mr. Salem has 
strayed from Islam, lied to 
Allah and made a mockery out 
of the Korean. Salem is Satan, an 
infidel.” 

The federal judge in the case 
denied the sheikh's request to 
have activist lawyer william 
Kunstler represent him and he 
decided to act as his own attor- 
ney rather than pay the 
$250,000 another lawyer was 
asking. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman. '55. 
made his comments through an 
Arabic translator during a two- 
hour interview with Reuters at 
the Manhattan federal prison 


Wednesday where he and 14 
others are being held awaiting 
trial in September. 

Four of bis alleged followers 
are already on trial for setting 
off bombs at the World Trade 
Centre last February, killing 
six people and injuring 1,000. 
The cleric has denied involve- 
ment in that or m any conspira- 
cy or murder plot. 

Mr. Salem, 43, is credited 
with helping the FBI foil what 
the government said was a plot 
to blow up the United Nations, 
tun neb and the federal build- 
ing housing the FBI in New 
York. 

A former Egyptian army 
officer and intelligence agent, 
Mr. Salem secretly tape- 
recorded his conversations 
with all the defendants and his 
conversations with FBI agents. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
strongly denied Mr. Salem's 
claims that he “solicited” the 
informer in late 1991 "to mur- 
der the president of Egypt,” 
Hosni Mubarak. 

“Thb a big lie, just as he 
made another lie in which he 


said I gave a fatwa to bomb the 
United Nations. Why would I 
ask Salem to murder Mubarak 
when other Muslims had 
already warned me in 1991 that 
Salem was a spy sent by Egyp- 
tian intelligence?” the cleric 
asked. 


The sheikh promised "a big 
surprise for everybody" at the 
trial. “I will talk about 
bombs,” he said without ela- 
boration. 

Schikh Abdul Rahman says 
the Salem trascripts bade up 
his contention that the govern- 
ment knew in advance of the 
bombing of the World Trade 
Centre. "Have you seen the 
bomb that blew up? and both 
of you know that wc could 
have stopped that. I'm very sad 
because we wasted millions of 
dollars.” Sheikh Abdul Rah- 
man quotes Mr. Salem as tell- 
ing his FBI handlers on March 
6 . 


Sheikh Abdul Rahman said 
he wants to prove at his trial 
that Islam is not a “terrorist” 
religion. 


based in Geneva, and Mede- 
dnes sans Frontieres (Doctors 
without Borders), based in 
Brussels, have remained on the 
job. 


Mr. Slaughter said he did 
not know what the authorities 
had promised the kidnappers, 
if anything, to secure the re- 
lease of the two men and did 
not expect to find out on Fri- 
day. 


Somali 
clan 
leaders 
continue 
peace talks 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Peace talks between clansmen 
of factional leader Mohammad 
Farah Aideed and those of his 
enemy, self-styled President 
Ali Mahdi Mohammad, went 
into a second day here Friday. 

General Aideed, mean- 
while, continued negotiations 
in the Kenyan capital Nairobi 
with representatives of the 
group of 12 factions led by Mr. 
Ali Mahdi that oppose him. 
Gen. Aideed's aides said here. 

The United Nations, heavily 
criticised for getting 
peacekeepers embroiled in 
clashes with Gen. Aideed's 
militia that cost the lives of 
more than 70 U.N. soldiers, 
was officially involved in neith- 
er the Nairobi, nor the Moga- 
dishu talks. 

But Gen. Aideed has met 
U.N. envoy Richard Bogosian 
in Nairobi, an American offi- 
cial in Mogadishu said. 

Ahmad Damian, a member 
of the central committee of 
Gen. Aideed's Somali Nation- 
al Alliance (SNA) faction, 
urged the U.N. to arrange 
another national reconciliation 
.conference to bring Somalia's 
warring factions together. 

But he said the U.N. should 
stop meddling in negotiations 
and leave the Somalis to work 
out a settlement without out- 
side interference. 

"We hope the Nairobi talks 
will pave the way for a national 
reconciliation conference 
which might be held in Moga- 
dishu," Mr. Darman told re- 
porters. 

About 175 members of Gen. 
Aideed's Habr Gedir clan and 
Mr. Ali Mahdi's AbgaJ group 
held a second day of closed- 
door talks at the Kah Hotel in 
Mr. AI Mahdi's north Moga- 
dishu enclave Friday. 

■ Chaired by a prominent Isla- 
mic leader, the imam of Hirab, 
the meeting brought together 
traditional clan chiefs, reli- 
gious leaders, military officers 
and leaders of youth groups, 
conference officials said. 

The negotiations were ex- 
pected to announce the out- 
come of the talks, which were 
preceded by a month of infor- 
mal consultations, when they 
end Saturday. 

Senior U.N. officials who 
were privately sceptical about 
previous attempts to broker 
agreements among Somalia's 
15 warring clan-based factions 
said they sensed a greater wil- 
lingness by ihe warlords to lay 
down their aims. 

“They are under pressure 
from their own rank and file," 
said one U.N. official. 

“The warlords themselves 
have done well out of the 
fighting, but the fighters are 
tired." 

Gen. Aideed's faction is esti- 
mated to have lost hundreds 
of men in four months of fight- 
ing with U.S. and U.N. forces 
in Mogadishu before the U.N. 
dropped efforts to arrest him in 
October. 

In other developments, a 
U.N. spokesman said a Somali 
had been shot dead during an 
anti-U.N. protest in a coastal 
town south of Mogadishu 

U.N. officials had earlier 
Mid no one was killed and 
denied reports on pro-Aideed 
Radio Mogadishu that two 
people had died when a de- 
monstration outside a resi- 
dence of the U.N. Operation 
in Somali (UNOSOM) in Mer- 
ca. about 60 kilometres south- 
west here, turned violent. 


Bilaterals 
on Jan. 24 


(Continued from page 1) 

Washington for substantive ex- 
changes on how to make prog- 
ress in the Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks. 

Following Mr. Clinton's 
meeting with President Hafez 
AI Assad in Geneva, the Un- 
ited States has invited the 
beads of delegations of ail the 
tracks to meet in Washington 
to discuss how to make the 
peace talks more streamlined 
and iess structured. 

Ms. Shelly said Mr. Ross 
would join Climon's party in 
Moscow in advance of the talks 
with Mr. Assad in Geneva. She 
was unaware of “any firm deci- 
sion” for Mr. Ross to travel 
onward to Ihe Middle East. 

An Arab diplomat said: 
Our delegation chief will 
meet with the Israelis on Jan. 
24." Israeli sources reported 
Thursday they also expected 
the talks to begin that day. 

Privately. U.S. officials said 
Jan. 24 was an excellent bet. 


Hoist to be buried on Jan. 22 


(Continued from 1) 

he had had a normaTnight's 
sleep, he told the journalists. 
But. he added enthusiastically, 
the importance of the work 
kept him going. 

Will Mr. Holst's death have 
any effect on the ongoing 
peace negotiations between 
the PLO and Israel? Mr. Holst 
was instrumental in giving 
birth to an opportunity for 
peace, but the success of the 
process now depends more or 
less entirely on the negotiating 
parties' will to solve the re- 
maining problems, say Norwe- 
gian observers and analysts. 

PLO's representative Kit- 
tnitfo. speaking on Norwegian 
Television Thursday, said that 
he believes the parlies will wish 
to continue the process in the 
spint ot Mr. Holst and base 
their negotiations on the prin- 
ciples which he laid down. 

On Tuesday, only two days 
before his tragic death. Mr. 
Holst was proposed as a candi- 
date for next year's Nobel 
Peace Prize. 

A spokesman for the State 


Departure in Washington said 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher would try to rear- 
range his schedule in order to 
make a short trip to Norway to 
attend the funeral. 

Mr. Christopher, who is in 
Moscow with President Clin- 
ton. called Mr. Holst's con- 
tributions to world peace “his- 
toric," crediting him with 
creating the environment 
which led to the breakthrough 
agreement between the PLO 
and Israel. 


Israeli killed 


(Continued from page 1) 

several rockets at the house, 
and soldiers kept firing until 
dawn, the neighbour said. 

The Gaza attack was at the 
Erez crossing point info Israel, 
the army identified the Israeli 
victim as Grigory Faya. 37, a 
Russian immigrant living in the 
southern city of Ashkekm and 
the assailant as Yousef Hamad 
Salim. 21. of Gaza City's Ritu- 
al neighbourhood. 


Ukraine signs nuclear accord 


(Continued from page 1) 


closer cooperation between 
NATO and the former Soviet 
bloc countries while putting 
full membership in the alliance 
— which is shielded by the 
U.S. nuclear umbrella — on 
hold for at least several years. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher and his Rus- 
sian counterpart Andrei 
Kozyrev also signed a packet 
of agreements that notably 
pave the way for greater Rus- 
sian access to U.S. markets 
and reaffirm U.S. support for 
Russia's bid to join the GATT 
world trade body. 

Mr. Cinton praised Yelt- 
sin's assurances on pushing 
ahead with economic reform 
and stated: “I think that can 
free up billions of dollars in the 
next few months' in fresh 
financial help for Russia from 
international lending institu- 
tions. 

The U.S. president, who 
popped into Moscow shops 
during his visit to tell Russian 
people he was here to support 


them, acknowledged that Mr, 
Yeltsin needed to soften his 
economic policy to overcome 
the resentment prompted by 
painful reforms. 

The West is worried about 
the poor performance by refor- 
mers in last month's par- 
liamentary elections and the 
strong showing by ultra- 
nationalist Vladimir Zhirinovs- 
ky. whose fiery message 
appealed to weary, disillu- 
sioned Russians. 


Mr. Clinton said: “We have 
to care very much about the 
greatness and potential of this 
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Hillary, Chelsea 
Clinton arrive 
In Moscow 
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MOSCOW (R) — President 
Bill Clinton's wife Hillary and 
daughter Chelsea arrived Fri- 
day in Moscow where he is 
bolding a summit with Russian 
leader Boris Yeltsin, ITAR- 
TASS news agency said. The Lfr- 
two were met at Sheremetyevo^ J _ pnfftf ^ 
Airport by Valentina Cher. • jtfn*!,TL r i made 
nomyrdin. wife of Prime John 

Minister Viktor Chernomy- 
rdin. 
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Clinton plays 
sax for Yeltsin 

MOSCOW (R) — Amateur, 
musician Bill Clinton played 




fit W* 


should 

__ 1.511 

the saxophone for Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin during [he 
a three-hour dinner with a 24- aiw ,ne L . 
course menu including exotic “Jj 

delicacies like lip of moose. 
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six-nation, eight-day European 
tour, Mr. Clinton picked up a 
saxophone and played My 
Funny Valentine and Summer- 
time, he played the same times 
in Prague for Czech Republic 
President Vaclav Havel. In 
another sign that President 
Clinton and President Yeltsin 
are getting along wefl, Mr. . 

Yeltsin invited Clinton, his 
wife Hillary and 13-year-old vanvovtO visit 
daughter Chelsea to stay over-. * , , 
night in the Kremlin Friday. It ^Ofl 'detainet?® 
will be the first time since 1972 
that a U.S. president has 
stayed overnight m the Krem- 
lin. Richard Nixon was the 
guest of Leonid Brehznev back, 
then during a summit to sign an 
arms control accord. Them 
was plenty of serious business 
at the dinner at Mr. Yeltsin's 
dacha southeast of Moscow, 
but it turned to play when Mr. 

Yeltsin presented Mr. Clinton 
with a small, blue porcelain 
figurine of the U.S. leader. It. 
showed Mr. Clinton with one. 
hand raised, “signifying his sta- 
tus as a politician,” and 'the. 
other holding a saxophone,! 
senior U.S. official said. That 
turned the conversation to the 
saxophone and Mr. Yek^ft 
just happened to have one aa 
hand. Mr. Clinton began twi? 
ing in one room while tie- 
string quartet playing in - 
another room picked up fe 
tune and they started an im- 
promptu jam session after 
which Mr. Clinton played Ins 
two songs. The menu included 
fresh caviar, pickled 
mushrooms, stuffed carp, asnd 
lip of moose. "It was, oh, it 
was good. It was unusual," 
said the offidal. Was there any ■ 
drinking? “Only symbolic and 
social and very much in the 
spirit of the event," said the 
official. On offer were vodka,- . 
wine and plenty of mineral 
water. 

Duchess of York 
jokes about love 
and waistlines 
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HONG KONG (AP) — The 
Duchess of York joked abont 
teenage romance and her 
waistline Thursday, and tokf 
runaway Hong Kong kids to 
“get on with life and really go 
with it.” Looking tanned and 
relaxed during a brief visit » 
the British colony, she toured a 
home for runaways and pro- 
voked squeals of laughter from, 
a group of teenage girls by 
asking: “What do you think of % ,T1 e/7/ talk 

the boys?” One girt said she^ 
liked them, to which the duch*-?' 
css remarked: "Me too." 

Wearing a cream and dark blue ’ 
suit, the duchess sipped tea but 
refused biscuits. “No thanks," 
she said, adding as she patted 
her hips: “too big already." 

The former Sarah Ferguson, . 
estranged wife of Prince ‘ 

Andrew, urged the youngsters 
to get the most out of fifei, 
saying: “Just remember that 
there’s great hope and it’s a 1 
great world." Earlier, she vi- 
sited a centre for Down's syn- 
drome sufferers in Kowloon 
and was greeted with a bou- 
quet of flowers, watched by 
about 100 onlookers who dap; 
ped and exclaimed “ho leog" 

— “she’s very pretty.” Asked 

by reporters if she was tor 
joying Hong Kong, she re- 
plied: "Very good, than* 
you.” “The people are very 
nice and very welcoming,” sbe 
said. 
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Mistrial declared 
In Beverly Hills 
murder case 




LOS ANGELES (R) - . 
judge has declared a mistrial in 
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. — „ parents. Supenoi 
Com Judge Stanley Wewbeig 
made the ruling after a jwf 
Jying the case against Eri* 
Mencndez. 23, said for dti 
fond time it was hopelessly 
deadlocked. ' 
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